SECOND CORPORAL WALTER SCOTT
268 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Pennsylvania, USA was the birthplace of Walter Scott in about 1868.  He had a sister Mrs Mary Winning who lived in Fifeshire, Scotland.  He stated in 1918 he had come to Australia about eight years previously due to rheumatism and was a miner near Toowoomba, Queensland. 
At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot on 29 November, 1915 the single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination subject to dental attention.  Attestation forms describe him as 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and grey hair and Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Mary Winning, of 4 Landel Terrace, Cowdenbeath, Fifeshire, Scotland.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance as an American citizen the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane with the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps until November 30 and transferred to Casula camp near Liverpool, New South Wales where establishment of the Mining Corps was taking place.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 268 remaining in No. 1 Company.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Armentieres 22/5/16 Out of Bounds in that he was in Armentieres at





about 4.30 p.m. without a pass from his C.O.



Award:

Fined 10 shillings 27/5/16 by Capt. J.D. Henry

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company and he was appointed to be 2nd Corporal on 1 December, 1916.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

Service continued without incident and was granted leave from France from 31 August and returned to duty on 10 September, 1917.

Marched out of 5 May, 1918 to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and classed by a medical board with B3 debility.  On 18 May was transferred to England with B2 debility arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the following day to Littlemoor camp.

He appeared before the medical board at No. 4 Group Office and his Statement of Case reads:




Debility:
Chronic Rheumatism



Date of debility:
9 years ago



Place of debility:
Scotland



Essential facts:
Went to Australia eight years ago on account of rheumatism.  Felt






well in Australia.  To France Feb. 1916, six weeks after had to be

put in light duties work back from line on account of rheumatism.  Has been in camp rest hospital on 3 occasions with some trouble (back chiefly affected).  Evacuated from unit 2/5/18 then boarded and evacuated to England. 29 months service.



Attributed to:

Pre-existing condition, aggravated by service, climate and exposure



Present condition:
Complains of back pain, in lower dorsal and lumbar region, also






Left shoulder and arm.  OE – walks with back bent.  Age 47.






Arteries thickened – heart dullness to W.L. – heart second aortic+



Recommendation:
Cii debility – temporarily unfit for general service & home service



Board findings:
Existed prior to enlistment



Aggravated by:
Climate



Disability:

Permanent



Assessed for pension:
20%



Approved:

31/5/18

Second Corporal Scott embarked for Australia from Liverpool, England on 7 June, 1918 due to chronic rheumatism on board H.T. Essex.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock and had no admission to the ship’s hospital. 

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:

The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 1 August, 1918.


The soldiers for Queensland were then entrained on special trains for Brisbane.

Their arrival was reported in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No.6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point on 3 August and admitted to the hospital.  Before he was discharged on 5 August, 1918 appeared before the medical board and their finding reads:



Chronic rheumatism in back & legs.  General condition good.  No P.S. heart.



Back weak.  Recommend discharge.  Incapacity ½ 6 months.

2nd Corporal was discharged to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers for disposal.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 19 August, 1918 as medically unfit – disability chronic rheumatism and was granted a military pension from the following day.

For serving his country Second Corporal 268 Walter Scott, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (12205) and the Victory Medal (12046).

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 24 November, 1922.
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The Queenslander Saturday July 13, 1918:


LIST “X”


The following military authorities advise that the following members of the Australian Imperial Force have been listed “X” for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad:


268 T. Cpl W. Scott, 1st Tnlrs, Toowoomba						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Thursday August 1, 1918:  


RETURNING INVALIDS – CONTINGENTS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


Invalid soldiers on List X will disembark this afternoon.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “X” from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 4 p.m. to meet the New South Wales men.  Names of cot cases, if any, will be posted at the Buffet as soon as disembarkation commences, and relatives may meet them at the hospital.


Red Cross motors numbered 161 to 270 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf. Woolloomooloo, at 3.30 p.m.





Brisbane Courier Monday August 5, 1918: 


RETURNING HEROES – TWO CONTINGENTS ARRIVE – ENTHUSIASTIC DEMONSTRATION


Notwithstanding the threatening aspect of the weather the citizens of Brisbane and suburbs turned out en masse again on Saturday afternoon to welcome returning soldiers.  Some of the leading business establishments in Queen-street were gaily decorated with bunting and three large streamers bearing the words “Welcome Home” spanned the leading thoroughfare.  The first train reached Central Station at about 4 o’clock and the second shortly after 5 o’clock.  The arrivals were witness by large crowds at the station where many friends and relatives of the men were also waiting to welcome them back again.  The men were carried by motor cars to the Military Hospital at Kangaroo Point.  The footpaths of Edward and Queen streets were lined with spectators, and as the cars passed along the occupants were greeted with cheers.  At the military hospital a repast was provided for them by the ladies of the Red Cross. 








