SAPPER THOMAS PHILLIP SCHOLFIELD

1152 – 1st & 3rd Tunnelling Companies

Born at Norwood, South Australia, a single Horse Driver and Miner of Perth, Western Australia, Thomas Scholfield signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ in Perth, Western Australia on 26 October 1915.  He gave his address as 18 Carr Street, Perth 

A medical examination on the same day found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and recorded that he was 31 years and 9 months of age, stood 5ft 10½ins tall and weighed 150 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, dark brown hair and brown eyes.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his father William James Scholfield of West Midland Junction, Western Australia.

Thomas was appointed to No.3 Company of the Australian Mining Corps on 7 November 1915 at Blackboy Hill near Perth.

The original No.3 Company consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D.  This major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  The Unit’s title was the No.3 Company and was made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarking from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.  

Following six-weeks of training in basic military engineering skills and the more specialised skills of a Tunnelling Company, Thomas embarked for the European Theatre on board Ulysses.

Following a farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Seymour while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where additional members of the Corps were embarked.  After a delay of about a month due to Ulysses requiring repairs following a collision with an uncharted rock when leaving Fremantle on 8 March, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.   

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Thomas reported sick on 20 May 1916 and was admitted to the 7th Casualty Clearing Station.  He was transferred to No.10 Stationary Hospital at St Omer on 21 May.

He was admitted to the Australian Hospital at Wimereux on 5 June with bronchitis and transferred by No.10 Ambulance Train to St Omer.  He was then evacuated to England from Boulogne on Hospital Ship St Dennis with bronchitis and tonsillitis on 16 June.

Discharged from General Hospital, Lichfield on 31 August 1916, he marched in to No.1 Command Depot, Perham Downs on 4 September and was Classified ‘B1A’ on 21 September.  On 24 October 1916 he was transferred to Wareham.

He reported to Wareham Military Hospital from No.4 Command Depot, Wareham on 9 January 1917 with a fractured radium.

[image: image1.jpg]Copy of a letter written by Thomas Phillip Scholfield whilst serving in the First
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The original has been donated to the Army Museum of Western Australia.
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Thomas marched in to No3. Command Depot, Hurdcott on 29 March 1917 and on 1 April 1917 he was re-classified ‘B1A4’ and marched out to the Australian Details on 18 April.

Thomas was admitted to 130 St John Field Ambulance hospital on 24 February 1918 with Pleurisy.  He was transferred to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station on 25 February and then to the 59th General Hospital at St Omer on 3 March 1918.  On 16 March he was transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Boulogne and admitted with bronchitis.

He was transferred to the 1st Australian Convalescent Depot at Havre on 27 April 1918 and admitted with bronchitis.  On 26 July 1918 he was discharged to the strength of the 1st Australian Convalescent Depot from 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company as a Private, “Class B”.

Thomas proceeded on leave to England from 5 to 26 October 1918.  He enjoyed some more leave, this time in Paris from 16 December 1918 and the marched out to the Australian General Base Depot on 7 January 1919 fro repatriation, leaving France the same day.  He marched in to No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 8 January and marched out to No.2 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 5 February.

He left London on 3 March 1919 on board Euripides, still suffering with chronic bronchitis, and arrived in Australia on 10 April 1919.  Thomas was discharged in the 5th Military District on 3 June 1919 entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

His Military Service documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Perth in July 1932.

Information provided by Rosalie Raine:

“Thomas was the son of James William Scholfield and Jane Welch, born 8 April 1884 at Norwood South Australia.  James and Jane met on a ship on their way to South Australia in 1875.  They married in Adelaide.  There were 5 daughters and 2 sons in the family.  The family moved to Western Australia in the early 1900s (they were all here by 1905).  

The family lived at North Fremantle, James the father joined the railways and for a time lived away from home at Midland Junction, possibly because he worked there, Midland being a big railway station and workshop.  I don't know much about Thomas except he is listed as a carrier with his brother William Charles on some PO directories.  Thomas never married.  He moved to Victoria at sometime, possibly because he had two sisters living there.  He died 7 August 1961 in Melbourne aged 77 and was cremated at the Fawkner Cemetery.  There is a plaque in the War Cemetery Section.  

None of his sisters or brother served in the First War.  Many of his nieces and nephews did during the second war but that is a bit removed from Thomas.  His grandfather was in the Royal Engineers.  George John Welch served in the 1855-56 Crimean War for 1yr-6mths, was present at the battle of Alma & Inkerman & at the Siege of Sebastopol for which he received the Crimean medal & 2 clasps and the Turkish Crimean Medal.  He served in many other locations around Europe.  He is the only military connection of which I know.”

© Donna Baldey 2010

with the assistance of Rosalie Raine, great-niece of Thomas Scholfield.

Photo of Thomas & his letter courtesy of Rosalie Raine.
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“…and now I am back in the trenches strafeing the Hun 40 feet below the surface at a listening Post under the hun’s front line.  I could do the duration of the war here if they would let me, perfectly safe, unless the hun blows me up from underneath.  I think he is to busy in other parts of the line.  I have a mass of instruments that I can hear him underground for hundreds of feet and I haven’t heard him working in my direction yet.  I hope I won’t.  But the worst is getting into these underground places, he has always got his observation ...”  





He proceeded overseas to France from Perham Downs on 9 May and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples on 10 May.  Thomas was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company 24 May 1917, then transferred to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 25 June 1917. 


 


The 3rd Company was working in the Loos Crassier, Cite St. Pierre area and continuing their work on Hill 70 for most of the time Thomas was with them.











