SAPPER THOMAS HERBERT SAVILL
692 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Thomas Herbert Savill (also called Herbert Thomas) was born on 21 October, 1889 the son of Jonathan and Emma (nee Cresswell) Savill in Fryerning, Essex, England.   In 1891 the family were living at Weald Lane Cottage, Brentwood and members were John, (34) bricklayers labourer, Emma (30), Annie E. (12), George W. (9), Alfred A. (5), Walter C. (8) and Herbert T. (2).
He came to Victoria as a young man and worked from about 1914 as a miner at Kilcunda, near Wonthaggi.

At the recruiting depot in Wonthaggi on 31 August, 1915 the twenty-eight year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal his address was North Wonthaggi and stood 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
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Forms of Attestation describe him further weighing 63kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Distinctive marks were seven vaccination marks on his left arm, mole on his stomach and a scar on his left instep.  His father’s address was unknown therefore his nominated his brother Walter Savill of Essex, England as next-of-kin.  

The volunteer was sent to Melbourne, Victoria where he was re-examined on September 3 and found to be fit and signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.  Basic Training commenced with the 23rd Depot Battalion at Royal Park on 10 September, 1915 and after a month was transferred to Ballarat and allotted to the No. 2 Company of the Miners’ Corps.  
The No. 2 Company was transferred to the Corps’ training camp at Casula camp near Liverpool, New South Wales on December 11 where they joined other members from all States of the country for final training before embarkation.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 692.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

There are no Unit Diaries for the 2nd Tunnelling Company from August to December, 1916 but at the end of July, 1916 they were working in the Armentieres and Cordonniere sectors, France.

The following photograph was taken of nineteen soldiers from the No. 2 Company, Aust. Mining Corps photographed in France on their return from their shift on 21 August, 1916.  William Babington Dynes identified them as:
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The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 29 December, 1916.
He went to the 4th London Field Ambulance on 7 February, 1917 with a contused eyelid and transferred the next day to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station at the 47th Divisional Rest Station and discharged to duty two days later.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Service continued until leave was granted and taken from 12 March, 1918 and rejoined his unit on 13 April.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

His pay was paid in France on 1 February, 1919.
Orders were received on 30 March, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot and they left the Aust General Base Depot on 4 April, 1919 crossing the English Channel and marched into the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await their voyage home.
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After demobilisation Sapper Savill embarked from Liverpool, England for Australia on 20 May, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 2 July, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He is still listed at Kilcuna, Wonthaggi in 1919.  On joining the Postmaster General’s Department as a linesman he was transferred to work at various places.
The British War Medal (35259) and the Victory Medal (35003) were issued to Sapper 692 Thomas Herbert Savill, 2nd Tunnelling Company in service for his country.

His medals were not collected at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to his last known address at North Wonthaggi on 12 February, 1924.

He married 4 January, 1930 in Melbourne to Barbara Jean Sutherland and the following year they were at Ailsa Street, Mansfield and worked as a postal linesman.  
On 28 April, 1932 Thomas Savill wrote from Ailsa Street, Mansfield with reference to the photo of unclaimed war medals published in the Sun News Pictorial of April 28, 1932 and requested if there were any medals belonging to him whose address before enlistment and after discharge from A.I.F. was Hicksborough, Wonthaggi to please send them to him or let him know what to do to obtain them.  
He receipted delivery of his medals via registered post dated May 5 on 17 May, 1932.

 His brother Walter C. Savill contacted Australia House, London asking if the Military Liaison Officer was able to furnish him with the address of his brother, former soldier of the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  Correspondence from them to the Department of Defence was made in a letter dated 12 November, 1935.  Mr W.C. Savill had completed their questionnaire and any assistance in the matter would be appreciated.

Base Records replied to London on 28 January, 1936 advising that the latest address recorded at their office was Mr T.H. Savill, Postal Linesman, Post Office, Mansfield, Vic and returned their questionnaire.  

On 20 December, 1936 Base Records wrote to him at the Mansfield address above advising that a communication had been received through the Official Secretary, Australia House, London from his brother Walter Charles Savill of 52 Camberwell Road, Camberwell, England requesting that he be furnished with his current address.  The writer would be glad of advice as to whether the address given was his present address, and if he had any objection to it being made available to him.

In 1937 they moved to Grant Street, Alexandra and he was a line foreman.
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He was a witness in an inquiry of an accidental death reported in the:

During World War II he enlisted with the Australian Army on 2 June, 1942 from Alexandra, Vic giving next-of-kin as Barbara Savill.  His rank was Signalman with the service no. V376237 and was discharged on 17 January, 1947 from the Signal 3 Lines at Communication Area.

In 1943 they were still listed at Grant Street, Alexandra with the same occupation.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service which was forwarded on 17 July, 1947.

Thomas Herbert Savill passed away in the Bush Nursing Home at Benalla on 31 October, 1946 aged 56 years.  Family announcements and arrangements were published in the:

A small Obituary appeared in the:

Further announcements of his demise were also published in the:
A public Thank-you from his widow and son was placed in the:  

On the first anniversary of his death the following notice of remembrance was published in the:

His grave is located in the section L of the Broadford Cemetery within grave no. 10.
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Back Row: Driver Charles William Cooper; 566 Corporal William George; �Third Row: Sapper Thomas Herbert Savill; Sapper Stanley Hunter; Corporal Robert Hughston Close; Sapper James Ward; Corporal Charles Whitlaw Dunham; �Second Row: Corporal Reg Henry William McAuliffe; Sapper Ernest French Pascoe; Sapper Patrick McCarthy; Sapper John Colin Patterson; Sapper Bertie Phillip Cleary; 497 Sapper John Boyd; �Front Row: Corporal Martin George Dunn; Sergeant Leonard Raynor Hardinge; Sergeant Murray Francis Edwards; Quartermaster Sergeant George Angus Drummond; Sergeant Alexander Francis Girling; Corporal Joseph William Allen
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The Argus Thursday July 3, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS WELCOMED





Two contingents of Victorian soldiers comprising on 900 men landed at Port Melbourne yesterday afternoon.  They were the troops who returned on the s.s. Nestor and the s.s. Port Napier.  As they arrived at the hours fixed for their disembarkation there was no delay in transporting them to the A.I.F. depot in Sturt street, where relatives and friends met them.  The soldiers, who looked well, received a cordial welcome as they passed through the city streets. 





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday March 6, 1942:


MAGISTERIAL INQUIRIES


The inquiry regarding Stephen Wilson took place first, before Mr H.J. Vallance, J.P.


T.H. Savill, telephone linesman, gave evidence as to meeting Banks, and going to scene of accident.  Wood was strewn about.  He felt deceased’s pulse.  There was no movement.  He came back to the road and telephoned the police.  In his opinion the grade was not suitable to negotiate with a horse and vehicle.  It was steep.


The following verdict was given—that Stephen Wilson died from injuries received, caused by the overturning of his horse and dray.





Argus (Melbourne) Friday November 1, 1946:





DEATHS


SAVILL.—On October 31, at Benalla Bush Nursing Hospital, Thomas Herbert, the beloved husband of Barbara Jean Savill, and loving father of Richard John, formerly of Alexandra and Mansfield.





FUNERAL NOTICES


SAVILL.—The Funeral of the late THOMAS HERBERT SAVILL, will leave the Presbyterian Church, Broadford, THIS DAY (Friday), at 3 p.m., for the Broadford Cemetery.


G. DIGGLE, Funeral Directors, Seymour and branches





Age (Melbourne) Friday November 1, 1946:





FUNERAL NOTICES


SAVILL.—The Funeral of the late THOMAS HERBERT SAVILL, will leave the Presbyterian Church, Broadford, THIS DAY at 3 p.m., for the Broadford Cemetery.


G. DIGGLE, Seymour





Benalla Ensign Friday November 1, 1946:





OBITUARY


MR. THOMAS H. SAVILL


The death took place at “Rosemore”, Private Hospital yesterday of Mr Thomas Herbert Savill, of Violet Town, at the age of 56 years.  Deceased was born at Essex, England.  At the age of 38 years he was married at Melbourne to Miss Barbara J. Sutherland, who survives him as well as one son, John.  For many years the late Mr Savill carried on a bakery business in Violet Town, he having only disposed of the business last week.  He possessed a quiet disposition, and made many friends, who will regret to learn of his death.  Burial took place at Broadford to-day.





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday 8 November, 1946:





DEATH


SAVILL.—On October 31st (suddenly), at Benalla Bush Nursing Hospital, Thomas Herbert Savill, the beloved husband of Barbara Jean Savill, and loving father of Richard John.  Late of 2nd Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F.


	“There is no death; what seems so is transition.”





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday November 15, 1946:





MR. THOMAS HERBERT SAVILL


The Broadford “Courier” writes: We regret to announce the sudden death of Mr Thomas Herbert Savill, well-known resident of Alexandra and Mansfield, which took place at the Benalla Bush Nursing Hospital on 31st October.  Although deceased had been to indifferent health for some time, his demise came as a great shock to his widow and son.  Deceased was the youngest son of Jonathan and Emma Savill, of Essex (England), where he was born.  As a young man he came to Australia, and at the start of the 1914-18 war he enlisted with the 2nd Tunnelling Coy.  On his return to Australia he joined the P.M.G’s Department, and was stationed in various towns.  He married Miss Barbara Jean Sutherland, a well-known resident of Broadford, and a teacher in the Education Department at that time.  A service was held in the Broadford Presbyterian Church prior to the funeral, and Rev. Billenge officiated, assisted by Rev. Paul, of Alexandra.  The remains were laid to rest in the Broadford cemetery, the casket being covered by the Union Jack and numerous floral tributes.





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday December 13, 1946:





BEREAVEMENT CARD


Mrs T. Savill and Jack desire to THANK all kind friends for letters, cards, telegrams of sympathy, floral tributes, and personal expressions of sympathy during their recent bereavement, with special thanks to Mr and Mrs Ferguson (Benalla), Mr J. Cromb (Seymour), Rev Paul (Alexandra), Rev. Billinge (Broadford), and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Wynne (Alexandra).





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday October 31, 1947:





IN MEMORIAM


SAVILL.—To the beloved memory of T.H. Savill, who died at Benalla, on October 31st, 1946.


	What is past, is prologue.


SAVILL.—In loving memory of Thomas Herbert Savill, who died at Benalla, on October 31, 1946; dearly loved brother of Alf (London), and Salia (Mrs H. Atkinson, Durham, England).


	Dearly loved and deeply mourned.





Plaque in Broadford Cemetery, Vic.


Photo supplied by Carol’s Gravestone Photographs








