SAPPER DOMENICO ZENO SASSELLA
2463 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / 33rd Battalion
Domenico Zefferino Sassella stated he was born on 26 August, 1887 in Grosio, Province of Sandro, Italy.  He came to Australia from Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on the Dunedin based steamer of 6659-tons the S.S. Zealandia under Master of the Ship, Captain J. Philips, which arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on 26 November, 1911.  He went to work at Kalgoorlie as a labourer.
On 1 May, 1914 he applied to the acting resident magistrate in Boulder for naturalisation after being a resident for two years and was unmarried.  His address was 2695 Hewitt Street, Kalgoorlie and took the Oath of Allegiance on May 5.   He wrote from Borung, Victoria on 21 July, 1914 to the Secretary to the Dept. of External Affairs to say he had received with pleasure the certificate of naturalisation (18084) and was returning their form duly signed in receipt.  He noted that his address was Z. Sassella, Borung, Vic.

At the recruiting depot in Bendigo, Vic. on 7 January, 1916 the twenty-eight year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Described in Attestation Forms as 166cms 5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 71kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-102cms (37-41ins) his complexion was fair with brown curly hair and his brown eyes tested to good vision.  Distinctive mark was given as lost half little right finger.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Catharina Sassella of Grosio, Valtellina, Province of Sandro, Italy.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment on January 26, 1916.

Basic training commenced the same day with the 16th Depot Battalion until 2 February when transferred to the Mining Corps Reinforcements.  The Reinforcements were sent to Roseberry Park, Sydney where they joined the 2nd Reinforcement to the Mining Corps on 25 March, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2463.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916 and Sapper was taken sick to the No. 9 Stationary Hospital (not diagnosed yet).  The remainder of reinforcements marched into the Base Depot at Etaples on June 1.

After twenty-seven days treatment for a social disease he was discharged from hospital in Marseilles and reported to the depot at Etaples on June, 16 and was assigned to the No. 2 Company.

On 1 July, 1916 he was accidentally wounded receiving an incised scalp wound and sent to the Divisional Rest Station and returned to his unit on July 15 arriving four days later.

On 19 July, 1916 Sapper was caught in a shell explosion and injured his right knee.  The following is from the Weekly Mines Report in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company on that date:

“19/7/16




Weekly Mine Report

Spion Kop
Trench 75
All work at Armentieres has been seriously handicapped by the frequency of bombardments and raids.

Cordonniere

2B

Work at Cordonniere was stopped 9 p.m. 15/7/16 Somme to [unreadable] attack.  This was followed by an enemy bombardment and raid.  During which the unfinished gallery No. 9 shaft collapsed for 40ft and No. 6 shaft level demolished.
5N’ 

6R to left

All men withdrawn 8 am 16/7/16 - Preventing listening resumed 4 hrs 17/7/16.   
Blew 1200lbs ammonal at 6 hours on 19/7/16 in Coy’s leg No. 1 & No. 2 Shaft workings. All men withdrawn at 9 a.m. 19/7/16 before our own bombardment at 11 a.m,”

His name was listed in the Casualty List for the accidental wounding and published in the:

The Company was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 15 August, 1916 and on 29 December, 1916 were officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.
He went sick on 4 February, 1917 to the 139th Field Ambulance with bronchitis and discharged to the 41st Divisional Rest Station but was moved to the 10 Casualty Clearing Station a day later and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.28 entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital in Wimereux with bronchitis and laryngitis.  On 12 February was invalided from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal and admitted to the 3rd Aust General Hospital.

On 20 April, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust. Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until May 8 when discharged to furlough and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Down’s camp on May 12.  Arrived as ordered and marched out to camp Headquarters where he was classified with A3 debility.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following on 18/5/17:



Offence:
Perham Down’s camp Absent without Leave from 3.30 p.m. 8/5/17 till





4 p.m. 11/5/17



Award:

3 days C.C. [confined to camp] by Lt-Col Crampton


Total forfeiture:
4 day’s pay under RW £1-0-0

On 4 June, 1917 he marched in from the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.

Sapper proceeded to France from Southampton on 23 October, 1917 from No. 13 camp at Fovant to reinforce the 33rd Battalion and arrived at the 3rd Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  He was taken on strength on October 29.
He went sick on 20 March, 1918 with fever to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance and was moved to the 41st Casualty Clearing Station with Trench Fever and on April 5 entered the 24th General Hospital at Etaples for further treatment.  On April 16 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Panama being admitted two days later to the War Hospital in Exeter with severe trench fever.

He was discharged to furlough on 6 June and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on June 20.  Two days later was classified with B1a3 debility.  He marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on 11 July at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded to France from Folkstone on 8 August, 1918 arriving at the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Rouelles.  Two days later left for the 39th General Hospital in Havre for treatment of a social disease and after 49 days curative care returned to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles and rejoined his unit on 10 October, 1918.  He was there when Peace was declared.

He went to the 9th Field Ambulance on 17 November, 1918 with bursitis knee and moved to the 3rd Aust General Hospital then went to the 1st Convalescent Depot on November 22 but was transferred two days later to the 2nd General Hospital with bursitis to his knee.  On December 15, 1918 was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Aberdonian and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital Kings Heath Section in Birmingham for bursitis under adductor right thigh. Medical notes recorded state:

Bakers’ cyst under adductor tendon connected to joint.  Operation 29/11/18 cyst removed.


Wound healed.  Much improved.  Transferred to Sutton Veny.

On 31 December was transferred to the 1st Aust General Hospital at Sutton Veny and after sixteen days a patient there it was reported his movements were almost normal.  Transfer to Weymouth.
He appeared before the Medical Board at the 1st Aust General Hospital on 22 January, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
Inflammation of Bursa right knee


Origin of disability:
19/7/16


Place of disability:
France


Essential facts:
Blown up by shell 19/7/16 knee was injured and swelled up.  Swelling





went down in a few days.  In Jan. 1917 noticed pain in knee.  Knee





would swell slightly and become painful off and on since.  Operated on





19/11/18


Caused by:

attributable to active service

Present condition:
scar of operation inner aspect of knee considerable periarticular thickening & movement at joint limited to 60% of flexion.  Further attempt at movement caused pain

Operation performed:
Yes removal of bursa


Degree of disability:
80%


Recommendation:
Change to Australia   C2   Permanently unfit for general service and





Temporarily unfit for home service 

Concurred:

25/1/19 Sutton Veny

Approved:

14/2/19

Sapper Sassella embarked for Australia as an invalid due to inflammation of bursa right knee, from Devonport on 15 March, 1919 on H.T. Czartiza to Alexandria then transhipped to the Dunluce Castle on 7 April, 1919 for the remainder of the journey.  
Base Records received a letter from Joseph Sassella of Kaniva (late Eaglehawk), Vic dated 10 May, 1919 if they had any notification of Private D.Z. Sassella returning in the near future. He had a faint recollection of seeing his name amongst a list of troops returning some little time ago.  Base Records replied on 21 May, 1919 stating that Private Sassella of 33rd Battalion returned to Australia on the Dunluce Castle on 15 May, 1919.  His last known address was Post Office, Eaglehawk, Vic.
In the meantime the transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 15 May, 1919 and news of their arrival was reported in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board in Sturt Street, Melbourne with the No. 1 Aust General Hospital’s report as his Medical History which reads:

Blow up by shell 19/7/16.  Knee was injured & swelled up.  Swelling went down in a few days.


In Jan. 1917 noticed pain in knee.  Knee would swell slightly and become painful off and on 


since.  Operated on 19/11/18.


Attributed to active service


Present condition: Scar of operation inner aspect of knee.  Considerable periarticular thickening.

A movement of joint limited to 61o of flexion


Operation performed to remove bursa.

He was declared dentally fit and the Board said his disability was due to active service, not permanent and improve within 12 months.  His ability to work would be affected by ¼%.  Debility was class B. 

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 June, 1919 as medically unfit.

Miss B.E. Dyer of No. 5 South Summerlands, Exeter, Devonshire England wrote to Base Records on 10 October, 1919 that she would be very grateful if they could help her find Pte D.Z. Sassella of 33rd Battalion who sailed from England on 11 March, 1919 and had no such news of him since and would like to hear of his whereabouts.  Base Records replied on 6 December, 1919 acknowledging receipt of her communication stating that according to their records the ex-soldier returned to Australia per Dunluce Castle on 15/5/19 and was discharged from the Aust. Imperial Force on 26/9/19 as medically unfit.  His last known address was given as Post Office, Barung, Vic.
He married in Canterbury, Sydney, New South Wales in 1921 to Doris May Wilkins. 

For serving his country Sapper / Private 2463 Domenico Zeno Sassella, 2nd Tunnelling Company / 3rd Battalion as issued with the British War Medal (38035) and the Victory Medal (37656).

His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him care of Post Office, Barunga, Vic on 29 January, 1924.

In 1930 he and his wife were residing at 6 Warner Street, Gladesville working as a labourer.

The Returned Sailors & Soldiers’ Imperial League of Aust. in Sydney, NSW wrote to Base Records on 19 June, 1935 enclosing signed forms in connection with an application for membership by one David Davis, 33rd Battalion who stated he enlisted as David Zeno Sassella.  The writer would be very pleased if they could extend co-operation in verifying the particulars given.  On June 25 Base Records replied in receipt of their inquiry and gave some details of his service and a distinctive mark of missing portion of little finger as this was nearest the subject of their inquiry.
A family tree gives that his wife died in 1948, the death registered at Chatswood, NSW.  He appears to have returned to Victoria later.

Domenico Zeno Sassella passed away in 1958 aged 71 years with his death registered at Blackwood, Vic.
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Bendigo Advertiser Friday 21 July, 1916:


VICTORIA – WOUNDED


	Spr. D.Z. Sassella. Italy							Article abridged





The Age Friday May 16, 1919:


ARRIVAL OF THE DUNLUCE CASTLE


A large number of soldiers and many nurses returned to Australia by the Dunluce Castle, which arrived in Melbourne yesterday.  Of the 800 on board, 268 were Victorians, and these men disembarked a Port Melbourne.  As usual, the homecoming was a joyous one.  Crowds in the streets cheered the troops, and a very warm reception greeted them at the Sturt-street rooms, where relatives and friends assembled.  A big majority of the men were invalids, but they bore their physical discomforts and ailments cheerfully.  Many of them were in the firing line when armistice was signed, and it was the unfortunate lot of one young fellow to be struck on the head by the last charge of shrapnel that was fired from the enemy in his field of action.  The soldiers spoke well of the treatment received on board. The Dunluce Castle made a good voyage and passed through as a clean ship.										Article abridged








