SAPPER HARTLEY REYNOLDS SANDOW

265 - Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Hartley Reynolds Sandow was born on September 16, 1889 the son of William Henry and Eliza (nee Jarman) Sandow at Georgetown and registered at Clare, South Australia.  Military experience was gained with the 33rd Aust Engineers Fortress Company and the 2nd A.R.R. until his resignation.

In 1910 he was a successful applicant in Sydney, NSW as follows:
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At the recruiting depot in Sydney, NSW on August 1, 1915 the twenty-five year old electrical engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms were completed on August 25, 1915 at Holdsworthy, NSW and describe him on enlistment as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 92cms (36ins).  Complexion was fair with his blue eyes testing to good vision and had fair hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his half-brother Albert Sandow of 4 York Street, St Kilda, Victoria.  He took the ‘Enlistment Oath’ the same day.
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After basic training was completed he was allotted to the No.1 Company of the Mining Corps which were in establishment phase at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 265.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 1 Company became the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.  With his civil qualification as an electrical engineer his service was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was transferred and taken on strength on September 30, 1916.

The following article on his brothers was published back home in South Australia in:   
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Sapper Sandow was promoted to be 2nd Corporal on October 24, 1916 and to be Corporal the next day.

On January 10, 1917 he returned from the 2nd Division to IXth Corps Headquarters and again from the workshop in Hazebrouck to IXth Corps on April 3, 1917. 

He went sick on July 26, 1917 to the 1 / 3 Highland Field Ambulance and admitted with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Uncertain Origin) and transferred the following day to the 35th Field Ambulance.  He rejoined his unit on August 1, 1917.

He was appointed on August 28, 1917 temporary Company Quartermaster Sergeant due to Sergeant McShane sick and was promoted to C.Q.M.S. on November 28, 1917 as Sgt McShane was evacuated.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave from France was granted from February 3 and returned to duty on February 17, 1918.

He went sick on June 5, 1918 to the 8th Casualty Clearing Station and transferred two days later to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques for treatment of a social disease.  Moved to the Base Depot then on to Wimereux entering the 7th General Hospital and on July 1 was admitted to the 39th General Hospital at Havre.  After 53 days curative care he was discharged to the Base Depot in Rouelles on July 26, 1918.  He left to return to his unit on August 7 arriving two days later.

His name is mentioned in the company’s Technical Staff diagram as QMS H.R. Sandow.

After Peace was declared, the company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their areas.

Leave was granted from the field to Paris from January 14 until January 21, 1919 and further leave was to take place on April 3, 1919.

On May 10, 1919 orders were received to return to Base to prepare for demobilisation to England and they marched out to the Aust Base Depot.  On May 20 they crossed the English Channel to Southampton then on to the No. 1 Group camp at Heytesbury.  

London Headquarters advised on June 3, 1919 that he had been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.

The Furlough Department granted further leave and report to Headquarters on June 11, 1919 and proceeded to camp at Codford.
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After demobilisation CQMS Sandow boarded the troopship H.T. Boorara which departed Southampton on July 6, 1919.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on July 29, 1919 that he was on his way home.  This advice was unclaimed at Wickham Terrace, Brisbane and returned to the Records Office. The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 26, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on October 20, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Base Records advised his step-brother in Brisbane on October 30, 1919 with a copy of the extract which appeared in the London Gazette dated June 3, 1919 relating to conspicuous services rendered which read:

This was also promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 113 dated 6th October, 1919.

Hartley Sandow wrote a letter card to Base Records while at the Kings Cross Hotel, William Street, Sydney on February 23, 1920 to say that he had been advised of the award of the M.S.M. and could they give him any information on where he could get it.  They replied on February 28 to his communication stating that it had been forwarded on December 1 to the Military Commandant at Victoria Barracks, Paddington, NSW and any further communication should be addressed to this officer.

To accompany his M.S.M., the British War Medal (33272) and the Victory Medal (32857) were also issued to CQMS 265 Hartley Reynolds Sandow, 1st Tunnelling Company and Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for his service for his country.

He married in 1928 to Lilian M. Francis with their marriage registered in Sydney, NSW.  In 1930 their residence was at 86 Lane Cove Road, Crow’s Nest then changed to 19 Barcoo Street, Chatswood working as a mechanic.  His successful application tendered for a War Service Home was printed in the:


This address remained their residence until it was changed about 1943 to 10 Toongarah Road, North Sydney with his occupation as mechanic.

Hartley Reynolds Sandow passed away on October 10, 1946 aged 57 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


A Statement of Service was requested from Base Records by the Repatriation Commission and sent on October 10, 1946.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

   1928
  H. R. Sandow 
246 Alfred Street, West Sydney
    changed to c/o Telephone Dept, North Sydney








    Notation:  letter returned 25/2/1929

   1934   H. R. Sandow  c/o Telephone Dept, T & TL,     changed to 19 Barcoo St, Roseville





Sydney

1960-68 Sandow H.R.    19 Barcoo St, Roseville

    Notation:  Deceased.


Three brothers also served:

PRIVATE MAXWELL JARMAN SANDOW

75 – 9th Battalion

Maxwell Jarman Sandow was born at Yacka, Georgetown, South Australia on October 26, 1891 also the son of William and Eliza Sandow.  He was educated at the State School, South Yarra and studied piano and singing.  Military training was with the voluntary Rifles in the Militia until discharged.  He had served an apprenticeship with W. Bush, Chapel Street, Prahran, Melbourne, Victoria.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland on August 18, 1914 the twenty-two year old painter applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination forms of Attestation were completed revealing he was 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighed 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-88cms (31½-34¾ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and fair hair.  Next-of-kin was his brother A.H. Sandow of Claremont Street, Melbourne, Vic.   He was sworn in the same day.

He was allotted to the 9th Battalion for further training at Enoggera camp, Brisbane with ‘M Company’ and they embarked from Brisbane on September 24, 1914 on board the transport HMAT A5 Omrah.   The company moved to join the M.E.F. from Alexandria to connect with the Gallipoli Campaign on the transport Iotian on March 2, 1915.

He was wounded in action on April 25, 1915 on the Gallipoli Peninsula suffering a gunshot wound to his right foot and transferred to the 15th General Hospital at Alexandria.  He was conveyed on the ship Lutatia on May 7 to England entering the 1st Southern General Hospital at Edgbaston with a serious wound.

He returned for Egypt on February 23 and left Alexandria on March 4, 1916 on board Kingstonian to rejoin his unit at Serapheum on March 9, 1916.  A short time later the Battalion left to join the B.E.F. in France proceeding on March 20 on the troopship Minnewaska and disembarked at Marseilles on March 24.

Private Maxwell Sandow was killed in action on May 29, 1916 aged 23 years of age.

Burial took place in Rue-du-Bois Military Cemetery 4½ miles from Armentieres, France in Plot 1, Row B in grave no. 20. 

His death was reported in:

For his supreme sacrifice Private 75 Maxwell Jarman Sandow, 9th Battalion was issued with 1914/15 Star (2170), the British War Medal (532) and the Victory Medal (489).  The Memorial Scroll (305178) and the Memorial Plaque (305178) were also issued to his brother.

His name is commemorated on Panel 57 in the Commemorative Area of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, ACT.

PRIVATE ROY LLEWELLYN SANDOW MM

1120 – 5th Battalion

Yacka, Georgetown, South Australia was the birthplace of Roy Llewellyn Sandow on May 7, 1884 the son of William Henry and his wife Matilda (nee Dodd) Sandow.  He was educated at Nhill Public School and the Technical School and was a baker and manufacturing confectioner.  

At Seymour, Victoria on September 14, 1914 the thirty-year-old baker and pastry cook applied to enlist for active service abroad.  With his medical examination passed he attested particulars of 177cms (5ft 9½ins) in height, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-95cms (33½-37½ins).  Complexion was dark with grey eyes and dark hair.  Religion was Methodist and an old vaccination scar was classed as a distinctive mark.  Next-of-kin was his brother Albert Henry Sandow of Claremont Street, Melbourne.  He was sworn in Melbourne, Vic five days later.

He was allotted on December 20, 1914 to the 5th Battalion Reinforcements at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne.  Two days later the Reinforcements embarked on the transport HMAT A32 Themistocles.  On April 6, 1915 as a member of ‘A Coy’, No. 2 Platoon of the 5th Battalion embarked on Npvian to join the M.E.F. for the Gallipoli Campaign.  

At the Dardanelles on April 25 he was wounded in action suffering a shell wound to his left leg and right foot (slight).  He was transferred on the City of Benares and admitted to the 15th General Hospital in Alexandria on April 30.  On May 29 entered the Red Cross Home No. 2 at San Stefano and a month later on June 29, 1915 was discharged to duty.


The troopship Empress of Britain transported the Battalion from Alexandria to Marseilles to join the B.E.F. in France on March 30, 1916.

While attached to the 1st Division Signal Company in Belgium Private Sandow was wounded in action on September 22, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound to his right thigh causing a compound fracture and conveyed to the 10th Casualty Clearing station where he died of wounds after amputation.

He was buried in Lijssenhoek Military Cemetery 1¾ miles south west from Poperinghe, Belgium in Plot 24, Row C in grave no. 18A.

On September 28, 1917 a Recommendation was passed for him to be awarded the Military Medal and the citation of recommendation is as follows:


News of his demise was reported in: 


Base Records advised his next-of-kin on May 29, 1918 of the extract that appeared in the London Gazette
dated December 11, 1917 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by his late brother:

This extract also was promulgated on May 2, 1919 in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette.

In addition to the Military Medal, Private 1120 Roy Llewellyn Sandow, 5th Battalion was issued for his supreme sacrifice with the 1914/15 Star (1349), the British War Medal (5768) and the Victory Medal (5754).  The Memorial Plaque and Scroll (330828) were also awarded to his brother.

In the Commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial his name is commemorated on panel 45.

COMPANY QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT CHARLES CLIFFORD SANDOW

64 – 2nd, 14th, 15th, and 8th Field Company Engineers
Charles Clifford Sandow was born at Lowen, Antwerp in the Wimmera district of Victoria in 1894 the son of William and Eliza Sandow.  Military training was obtained from two years with the No. 7 Company Field Company Engineers.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic on August 17, 1914 the twenty-year-old plumber applied to enlist for active service abroad.  After passing the medical examination Attestation forms were completed three days later and show his personal details as 177cms (5ft 9¾ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and light coloured hair.  Methodist was his faith.  Two vaccination scars were his distinctive marks.  Next-of-kin was his brother Leslie Sandow of 223 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Vic.  He was sworn in the same day.

Allotment for Sapper Sandow after basic training was with the 2nd Field Company Engineers.  Promotion to the rank of 2nd Corporal was issued on September 23, 1914 and the next day promoted to Corporal.   The Company embarked on October 21, 1914 from Melbourne on the transport HMAT A3 Orvieto. 

They proceeded to join the M.E.F. on April 8, 1915 on the Gallipoli Peninsula and was transferred to in Egypt to the 2nd Aust Division on August 14, 1915 and promoted to Sergeant (Mounted) the same day.

He suffered a cold and frostbite during October and November, 1915 and on November 22 was promoted to the rank of Company Quartermaster Sergeant.  At Tel-el-Kebir on March 10, 1916 he was transferred to the 15th Company Engineers then on to the 14th Company Engineers.  At Ferry Fort on April 8, 1916 was transferred to the 8th Company Engineers and taken on strength on April, 15.

The company embarked on June 17, 1916 on the troopship Manitou from Alexandria to Marseilles to join the B.EF. in France and arrived on June 22.

He was hospitalised for malaria during August, 1916 in France.  He returned to Australia on staff on the transport Durham Castle which departed on March 10, 1918.  Transhipped at Capetown on R.M.S. Orontes which arrived in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on May 10, 1918.  He returned to duty on July 14, 1918.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 14, 1918.

Sapper 63 Charles Clifford Sandow, Field Company Engineers was issued the 1914/15 Star (5106), the British War Medal (4221) and the Victory Medal (4227) for service for his country.

He married in 1921 to Sara Isabel Smith in Victoria.

In 1931 Clifford and his wife Sara Sandow were residing at Beveridge Street, Swan Hill with his occupation as a grazier.  In 1954 he was an agent living at 21 Campbell Street, Brighton.

Clifford (Sandy) Sandow died on September 17, 1971 at Kew, Melbourne aged 77 years.  Cremation took place at Springvale Botanical Cemetery and his ashes are located in Cassia Wall R, Niche 261.

His wife Sara Isabel Sandow passed away with cremation taking place on October 16, 1984 and her ashes are located in Niche 267 at Cassia Wall R.
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Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday August 14, 1910:


COMMONWEALTH “GAZETTE”


TENDERS AND VACANCIES


(SUNDAY TIMES SPECIAL MESSAGE)


MELBOURNE, Saturday Night


The following notifications appear in the Commonwealth “Gazette” published to-day:


The following candidates were successful at examination for appointment as junior instrument fitters in New South Wales, held on May 28 and subsequent dates: Hartley Sandow.  


					Article abridged








The Register Wednesday August 16, 1916:


LATE PTE. MAXWELL J. SANDOW


Mr J.M. Sandow, of St Peters, has been notified that his nephew, Pte Maxwell J. Sandow, has been killed in action in France—“by a stray bullet,” says the message.  Pte Maxwell Sandow was one of four brothers who enlisted.  The others are Pte Roy Sandow, Sgt-Major Clifford Sandow, and Pte Hartley Sandow.  They are sons of the late Mr W.H. Sandow, of Nhill (Victoria), and formerly of South Australia.  When with the 9th Battalion at Gallipoli,  Pte. Sandow was wounded on the day following the famous landing (as also was one of his brothers).  He was invalided to England, and on his recovery he again went on active service.  Again, on the second day, he was mortally wounded.  He was a fine type of soldier, more than 6ft in height, 23 years of age, and beloved by all who knew him.








The Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory. The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.











AWARDED THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL


HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal in recognition of valuable services rendered with the Armies in France and Flanders


No. 265  Company Quartermaster-Sergeant H.R. SANDOW”








Sunday Times Sunday March 16, 1930:


TENDERS


WAR SERVICE HOMES


Tenders accepted by the War Service Homes are:


A. McQuarrie, Gladesville, for H.R. Sandow, Barcoo-street, Chatswood, £812/7/.		          Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 11, 1946:


DEATHS


SANDOW—October 10, 1946, at his residence, 19 Barcoo Street, Roseville, Hartley Reynolds, dearly loved husband of Lillian and dear father of Tony.


FUNERALS


SANDOW—The Funeral of the late Hartley Reynolds Sandow, of Roseville will leave St Thomas’s Church, West Street, North Sydney, This Day, Friday after service commencing at 2.45pm for Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


WHELAN and GLACKEN, A.F.D.A.


263 Miller Street, North Sydney.  XB1510








The Register Wednesday August 16, 1916:


LATE PTE. MAXWELL J. SANDOW


Mr J.M. Sandow, of St Peters, has been notified that his nephew, Pte Maxwell J. Sandow, has been killed in action in France—“by a stray bullet,” says the message.  Pte Maxwell Sandow was one of four brothers who enlisted.  The others are Pte Roy Sandow, Sgt-Major Clifford Sandow, and Pte Hartley Sandow.  They are sons of the late Mr W.H. Sandow, of Nhill (Victoria), and formerly of South Australia.  When with the 9th Battalion at Gallipoli,  Pte. Sandow was wounded on the day following the famous landing (as also was one of his brothers).  He was invalided to England, and on his recovery he again went on active service.  Again, on the second day, he was mortally wounded.  He was a fine type of soldier, more than 6ft in height, 23 years of age, and beloved by all who knew him.








The Register Monday October 22, 1917:


PTE R. SANDOW


Mr J.M. Sandow of St Peters, has been informed that his nephew Pte Roy Sandow has been killed in action in France.  He was the second son of the late Mr W.H. Sandow of Nhill, and formerly of Mintaro, and was one of four brothers who enlisted early in the war.  Pte R. Sandow was wounded in the landing at Gallipoli.  A brother was previously killed.








AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL


			HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award


	of the Military Medal for bravery in the field to the undermentioned soldier:





No. 1120 Private R.L. SANDOW








5th Battalion attached to 1st Aust Division Signal Company – Private Roy Llewellyn Sandow – 1120





During the attack on POLYGON WOOD on 20th September, 1917 Pte Sandow displayed conspicuous gallantry.  He was an operator on Amplifier and Buzzer Station in a chain of communication and in the enemy barrage he patrolled and repaired lines and earths utterly regardless of personal danger.  While in the performance of his duties his leg was shot away.  He, however, completed his task.  It was largely due to this man’s efforts that good communication was maintained.








Photo sourced from BillionGraves.com Burial Index











Photo of headstone by kind permission of : The War Graves Photographic Project - www.twgpp.org











AWM Image ID A05272: Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916. 


Fourth row: 265 Pte Hartley Rennolds Sandow;





Photo of headstone by kind permission of : The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 














