SAPPER SYDNEY RUSSELL
6054 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
[image: image1.jpg]


Sydney Alexander Russell was born in Charters Towers, Queensland on February 27, 1893 the son of David and Eliza Jane (formerly Roy) Russell.  He had been a miner in the gold-rush city then a labourer.  His previous application to enlist for active service was rejected because of his small chest measurement.
On October 23, 1915 the single twenty-one year old re-applied to enlist at the Townsville Recruiting Office.  Personal particulars taken show his height was 166cms (5ft 5½ins), weight 55kgs (121lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-84cms (31-33½ins).  The Medical Officer declared him ‘Fit for Active Service’ and his application was accepted by the Recruiting Officer the same day.
Forms of Attestation were completed giving further physical details of a sallow complexion with blue eyes and dark hair.  A vaccination scar on his left arm was a distinctive mark.  Church of England was his faith.  He allotted two-fifths of his pay to his mother Mrs Eliza Russell of Selwyn, via Cloncurry, Qld who was also named next-of-kin.  After taking his ‘Oath of Allegiance’ all was arranged for him to depart.
Basic training began at Enoggera Camp, Brisbane, Qld when he was drafted into the No. 4 Company, Tunnelling Corps as a Private on March 31, 1916 and went to the 1st Military District’s Miner’s Camp.  By April 25 he was sent to the Compound Company, Lytton Camp, Lytton remaining until August 17, 1916 then returned to the Miners’ Camp the same day.  Final home leave was taken soon after.  On August 28, 1916 he signed a Declaration changing his occupation from Labourer to be a Miner.
He was transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements Camp at Seymour, Victoria for supplementary training before leaving Australia.  In preparation for departure was assigned the Regimental number 6054 with the December 16 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper.
Sapper Russell was one of 516 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30 pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  It was windy going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19th.  
A few days later he was admitted to the ship’s Isolation Hospital on November 24, 1916 for treatment of a social disease and after 9 days treatment was discharged on December 2nd. 
Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was unsafe to proceed further.  The ship docked at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, and the troops disembarked at 1.30 pm and were detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The Reinforcements marched into the Australian Details Camp at Perham Downs.
On January 28, 1917 the group proceeded overseas via Folkstone to France and marched in to the Aust. General Base Depot the next day.  They were attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on February 8, 1917.
Sapper Russell was admitted on February 25, 1917 to the 8th Field Ambulance with Mumps then taken to the 5th Divisional Rest Station. Progressed to the 2nd Aust. Field Ambulance where he remained until March 14, 1917 then discharged to duty.
On April 3, 1917 Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on April 8.
His service with this Company was free from accidents, wounds or injuries until February 7, 1918 when he was wounded in action receiving a Shell Wound to his left arm.  He was taken to the 149th Field Ambulance and discharged but remained on duty.
On March 16, 1918 was wounded for the second occasion being gassed by a shell and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance via the 48th Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day was transferred to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen for treatment of a Gunshot Wound and Gassed by a shell. 
He was evacuated to England on March 23 on the Hospital Ship Panama and admitted to the 5th Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth the following day, his diagnosis classed as ‘gassed slight’.  On April 6, 1918 his next-of-kin was advised of his hospitalisation.
On April 15, 1918 was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until he was discharged on furlough from April 29 and reported to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on May 12, 1917.  He remained at Hurdcott until sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on June 17.  He proceeded to France via Southampton on June 29 and marched in to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles the next day.  He left to return to his unit on July 2 and two days later rejoined his company.
His Company remained in the area after the Armistice to assist with the rehabilitation and improvement of roads and bridges, and defusing any booby traps left by the enemy.
On February 8, 1919 Sapper was admitted to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station for treatment of a social disease and transferred five days later to the 8th Stationary Hospital until February 25. He was conveyed to England and admitted to the 1st A.D. Hospital at Bulford for further treatment.   Two days later was transferred to recuperate at the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse after 20 days treatment.  
On April 11, 1919 he marched in to the No 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  While there he appeared before the Marlborough Street Police Court on May 15, 1919 charged with ‘begging’.  The case was dismissed and Sapper Russell was paraded the next day before the Officer Commanding Troops and was conducted to No. 2 Group on May 19th.  
On May 26, 1919 Sapper was marched out from Sutton Veny to the Demobilisation Department, London.
His discharge was in consequence of being demobilised effective from July 6, 1919.  He received the Silver War Badge and was entitled to wear three Blue Chevrons for his two years and 255 days overseas service.  He receipted for twenty-seven pounds sterling as payment for his active and deferred pay entitlements.  Discharge certificate was numbered B 769.
He was demobilised to the Russian Relief Force as Private 133068 with the Royal Fusiliers from May 26 until July 26, 1919.  The pay was $1.40 (14 shillings per day). His address was given as Charles Street, Dundee.  He was one of 60 Australians of the 45th Battalion who arrived in Russia and took part in the offensive to Arkangel from August 6, 1919.  The Unit returned to England early in 1920.  
Sapper 6054 Sydney Russell, 2nd Tunnelling Company received for his three years and 257 days service for his country, the British War Medal (3534) and the Victory Medal (3534).  Both medals were received from Australia House, London in November 1922.  No medals or clasps were issued for his service with the Royal Fusiliers.
There is a marriage between Sydney Russell and Amy Louisa Lane registered in the second quarter of 1921 registered in West Hampshire in the County of Essex.

He returned to Australia on June 23, 1922 accompanied by his wife and two children on board the ship Euripides. 
In 1925 Sydney Russell is listed care of R.A. Johnston, Hale St, Stanton Hill, Townsville and following the occupation of a Labourer.  Amy Louisa Russell is also listed with the same address and in 1926 and 1928.
A Statement of Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane on June 19, 1933.
In October, 1933 Sydney Russell notified Base Records of his current postal address as Townsville Post Office and also briefly requested them ‘to send along a duplicate Certificate of Discharge.’  He also applied for copies of his War Medals via a request form and received these Medals in November, 1933.
In 1936 his residence was Stanley House, Sturt Street, Townsville, with his occupation given as a Labourer.
Sydney wrote an undated letter to Base Records stating his address as Post Office, Hughenden requesting a duplicate Certificate of Discharge as he had lost all his belongings in a house fire.
There is a Sydney Russell, labourer at Thompson River, Longreach in 1937.

He wrote again on October 12, 1939 approaching the subject of his Lost Certificate of Discharge in a fire where he was staying.  He gave his address as care of Pension Department or G.R. Clinton, G.P.P.  Base Records replied on October 25, 1939 with a Statutory Declaration to be completed.  But the letter addressed to Mr Sydney Russell, c/o Pensions Department, Townsville was returned to Canberra marked ‘Not a War Pensioner, Townsville - Not Old Age Pensioner’.
A man aged 68 years named Sydney Russell died in Queensland on 18 December, 1959.
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