SERGEANT EDWARD ROWELL

3366 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 3366A – 1st Pioneer Battalion

The County of Durham, England was left behind when Edward (Ted) Rowell came to Australia as a twenty-four year old on the ship Orontes arriving in Queensland on September 24, 1908.  He was born at St John’s Chapel, Durham about 1884 the son of Edward and Hannah (formerly Thompson) Rowell.  
Gold mining became his occupation as in 1913 he was a Miner residing at Towers Street, Charters Towers, Queensland.  

At the Bowen Recruiting Office on December 15, 1915 Edward applied to enlist for active service abroad.  
Personal particulars on the Application show he was a thirty-one year old Miner giving his postal address as care of Mr J. Dinsdale, Bowen.  His height was 173cms (5ft 8ins) with a chest expansion of 90-102cms (37-40ins).  
Declared fit after the preliminary medical examination, the unmarried volunteer was sent to the Townsville Recruiting Office for further assessment on December 21, 1915.  The Medical Officer concurred with Bowen’s counterpart as ‘Fit for Active Service’ and he returned to the Townsville Office to complete the Forms of Attestation on January 10, 1916.

These forms add further information about his appearance although some variances occur compared to his Application form.  He had lost an ‘inch’ in height measuring 170cms with the measurement for his chest now expanding between 87-95cms (34-37¾ins).  He weighed 70kgs (154lbs) and had a fresh complexion with hazel eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his left wrist and right elbow and vaccination marks on each arm.  
He was of the Methodist faith and next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Hannah Rowell of High House near St John’s Chapel, Durham, England. 

At the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld his basic training commenced on January 14, 1916 and concluded on March 5, 1916.  The following day was transferred to the No 4 Company Tunnelling Corps for further training.  
He was assigned the rank of Sapper with the Regimental Number 3366.  On April 1, 1916 he was promoted to Acting Sergeant until May 16, 1916.

The No 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 10, 1916 as a member of the company he joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
During this time on May 16 his rank was officially confirmed to become Sergeant.  He was also cleared as dentally fit.

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs’ Camp.

On August 29, 1916 the troops proceeded to France and marched in to the Aust. Divisional Base Depot the following day.  Sergeant Rowell was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 25, 1916.

He was transferred to the 1st Pioneer Battalion on April 23, 1917 which had been borne from Supernumeracy to establish the Battalion from members of the 1st Tunnelling Company.  

On May 7, 1917 he was taken to the 5th Divisional Rest Station and transferred to the 8th Field Ambulance and admitted with Parotitis (Inflammation of Parotoid – a salivary gland) and the following day sent to the Mumps Station.  Two days later was sent to the 6th Field Ambulance and returned to duty on May 29, 1917.

After his return was Taken on Strength two days later with the recently established 1st Pioneer Battalion.  His number was reallotted to be 3366A and some references give 1st Signal Company as his Unit. By August 3, 1917 he was absorbed on Strength of the Battalion from Supernumeracy.

Sergeant Rowell proceeded to enjoy leave in his birthplace in the United Kingdom beginning on November 11, 1917.  His marriage took place on November 27, 1917 while he was staying at Brook End, St John’s Chapel, Stanhope.  At thirty-three years of age Sergeant Edward Rowell, the son of a deceased Farmer also named Edward, married Jane Ann Race, the thirty-one year old spinster daughter of George Race, a deceased lead miner of Stanhope.  They were married in the Wesleyan Chapel, St John’s Chapel officiated by Canon Greville Oyston, by Licence according to the rites of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.  Their honeymoon was brief for he rejoined his Battalion on December 6, 1917.

The marriage changed his next-of-kin from his mother to his wife Mrs Jane Ann Rowell and was marked on his documents on December 11, 1917.  It was also noted that his Will had been lodged with Mr John Dinsdale, York Street, Queenton, Queensland.

Base Records in Brisbane sent a Telegram to Melbourne requesting the following information:
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A telegram confirming his company was sent from the Paymaster in Brisbane, Qld.  It reads:


He proceeded to the R.E. Training School at Rouen on March 2, 1918 marching in to the R.E. Base Depot to commence the 3rd Pioneers’ course the next day.  By March 24 went to R.E. at Amiens.  On April 15, 1918 he was detached at the conclusion of the course at Rouen from the 1st Pioneer Battalion to supervise the construction of the G.H.Q. Line of Defence.  He rejoined his Battalion after detachment on May 13, 1918.

On June 14 he was sent to the 15th Corps School at Quesques, rejoining his Battalion on July 5, 1918.

During the last few weeks of the war he went on leave to the U.K. the first on October 27, 1918 rejoining his Battalion on November 12, 1918, the day after Armistice was declared.  
Under leave pass D 19 55 24 he took further leave to England to be with his wife for their first Anniversary from November 27 until December 5, 1918

The Battalion remained in France to assist in rehabilitation after the war.  Sergeant Rowell proceeded to the U.K. on February 27, 1919 for leave and to partake in Non-Military Employment Leave without pay from March 16, 1919 until June 18, 1919.  Reasons given were for business and family.  His address during this time was care of Mrs E. Rowell, Hood Street, St John’s Chapel, County Durham. 

He was taken on strength with Headquarters A.I.F. London on March 16, 1919 for his N.M.E.  On May 28, 1919 his N.M.E. leave was cancelled and he marched into D.A.A.G. London for disposal and retransferred to the 1st Pioneer Battalion.

On June 20, 1919 Sergeant Rowell accompanied by his wife embarked for Australia aboard HT Konig Frederick August.  The transport docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd Military District) on August 10, 1919.

At the 6th A.G.H., Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on August 11, 1919 his ‘Medical Report on an Invalid’ stated he was ‘Gassed 1917’ and had ‘No disability’ resulting from War Service, therefore in view of the Medical Board the N.C.O could be demobilised as fit.

Sergeant Rowell received his discharge from the A.I.F. in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on September 25, 1919.

In recognition of his Service Sergeant 3366/A Edward Rowell, 4th Tunnelling Company / 1st Pioneer Battalion received the British War Medal (17092) and the Victory Medal (16690).

Edward (Ted) Rowell returned to live at Dalrymple Street, Bowen in 1919 with the occupation of miner and in the 1930’s he and wife Jane were at Consolidated Coalmine at Collinsville, Qld.

He died on 3 June, 1955 aged 71 years.  Interment took place in the Old Monumental portion of Bowen Cemetery in plot 2260.
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Sergeant E. Rowell identified as circled
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Rowell grave in Bowel Cemetery, Qld
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