SAPPER LAURENCE ROBERTS
686 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Born Michael Douglas on 30 August, 1893 in Glenelg, South Australia the son of Annie Woodruff and Michael James Coligan Douglas he was known as Laurence (Laurie; also recorded as Lawrence) Roberts.  Military experience was gained from three months with the Volunteer Senior Cadets.

He married at twenty years-of-age in 1913 in Broken Hill, New South Wales to Esther Ellen Swainson and they had two children.  
In February, 1914 the following was circulated in the Police Gazette:
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At the recruiting depot in Adelaide on 3 September, 1915 the married twenty-two-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 52.3kgs (115lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-84cms (31-33ins) and had a medium complexion with good vision in his hazel eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were a tattoo on both forearms and four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Esther Ellen Roberts, care of Miss A. Hickman, South Broken Hill, NSW and later changed to Eyre Street, Glenelg, S.A. allotting three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with D Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion until 31 October, 1915 then allotted to the Miners’ Corp the following day.  He was transferred to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales and assigned to the No. 2 Company of the Corps joining other volunteers from all States for further training as a Corps.  His regimental number was 686 with the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 29 December, 1916.

On 7 August, 1917 the Company moved to La Panne, near the Belgian Coast and were mining for Tunnel dugouts at Nieuport Bains where the fineness of the sand made their work slow and the slightest shock could make the face fall in.
On 22 August, 1917 he was wounded in action by a gas shell attack and taken to the 19th Field Ambulance at the 15th C.M.D.S. with gas poisoning and returned to duty on August 26 and re-joined his unit two days later.  
On 3 September was admitted with debility to the 2 /1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance moving to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station then transferred back to the 15th C.M.D.S. and re-joined his unit on September 15.
His name was listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:
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Sapper went on 19 September, 1917 to the 2 /2 East Lancashire Field Ambulance with I.C.T. (inflammation of connective tissue) on his right knee and returned to the 15th C.M.D.S. and the following day was transferred to the 26th Casualty Clearing Station until September 23 when he entered the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne.  
On 26 September was conveyed to England on the hospital ship St Andrew entering the Northampton War Hospital at Dunston.  Was transferred on 18 October to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to furlough on October 24 and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on November 7.  He marched in from Headquarters as ordered and six days later was sent to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  
Was moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill on 8 December, 1917 and proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on December 29 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Left there on 3 January, 1918 and returned to duty the following day.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He went sick on 14 July, 1918 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain Origin) and moved to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to the 4th Army Corps Depot on July 26.  
Returned to duty on 3 August from the 20th C.C.S. and re-joined from hospital on 5 August, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 10 December to 24 December, 1918.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

25/12/18 While on Active Service AWL from 9.30 a.m. 25/12/18 to 





7.30 a.m. 30/12/18



Award:

10 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by C.O. 2nd Tun Coy 5/1/19

He returned from leave to his unit on January, 3, 1919.

Further discipline was issued as follows:



Offence:
W.O.A.S. using insubordinate language to his superior officer



Award:

15 day’s F.P. No. 2 by C.O. 2nd Tun Coy 23/2/19

Orders were received on 30 March, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot from where they marched out for England, crossing the channel on April 4 and arriving at the No. 2 Group Camp the next day to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Roberts embarked for Australia on 20 May, 1919 from Liverpool, England on board H.T. Nestor.  Base Records advised his wife on 17 June he was returning home.  The transport arrived in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 29 June, 1918 with news of their arrival reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 23 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  Sapper 686 Laurence Roberts, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (10100) and the Victory Medal (10036).

Esther Ellen Roberts died in Broken Hill, NSW in 1925 aged 29 years.

He married in 1928 to his cousin Lydia May Woodruff in Adelaide, S.A.


A provincial warrant has been issued at Adelaide for the arrest of Laurence Roberts described about 20 years-of-age, 5 ft 6ins tall, dark complexion, dark hair and blue eyes, clean shaven, very thin build, a trucker, wore a grey suit and vest, grey felt hat, said to be working on a river steamer in South Australia.  Charged with on the 7 December, 1913 at Broken Hill in the State of New South Wales, he did leave his wife Esther Roberts without means of support.	Provincial warrant filed at District Office, Adelaide.





Barrier Miner Saturday September 15, 1917:


SOUTH AUSTRALIA


Sapper L. Roberts, Glenelg, gas								Article abridged





Daily Herald Tuesday July 1, 1919:


NESTOR’S TROOPS LANDED


After a pleasant voyage from Liverpool during which very little sickness was reported, the Blue Funnel liner Nestor arrived at the Semaphore anchorage on Sunday, and on being granted pratique was moved up to the berth at the Outer Harbor early yesterday morning, when the troops for this State, as well as eight Western Australians, were landed.  The men were disembarked at 7.30 a.m.  Despite the early hour of the landing there was a large number of relatives and friends on the wharf to greet the homecoming warriors.  There were four cot cases, two of which are South Australians.  On the wharf Captain Clare represented the Naval Department, Hon. F.W. Coneybeer (Speaker House of Assembly) was present on behalf of Parliament, and Mr Sammy Lunn welcomed the men as usual.  The Y.M.C.A. assisted by the V.A.D. provided fruit and smokes and the Semaphore Cheer-ups distributed souvenir buttons and cards of welcome to the men. The disembarkation officer was Lieutenant Mortimer, assisted by Lieutenant Mitchell and Sergeant Gardiner.  


After landing the South Australians soldiers the Nestor proceeded to the Eastern States.  


Article abridged





Adelaide War Cemetery, South Australia
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Lawrence Roberts passed away in Adelaide on 28 February, 1963 aged 69 years.  





Burial took place in the Kendrew Oval of West Terrace Cemetery, within row 19A in grave no. 69.
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