SAPPER FRANCIS ERNEST EDGECOMBE RIVERS

1147 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Walthamstow, Essex, England was the birthplace of Francis Ernest Edgecombe Rivers on January 1, 1875 the son of Richard Edgecombe Rivers (mother’s name unknown).  

He came to the goldfields of Western Australia where in 1896 he married Mary Hannah ‘Polly’ Sweeney with the announcement published in the:
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While visiting Adelaide, South Australia in 1901 the following occurred and reported in the:


He and his mining partner applied for a Gold Mining Lease at Kanowna, W.A. in 1902 and advertised in the:


Francis appeared before the Bankruptcy Court in 1907 with preliminary proceedings reported in the: 


A year later the following application came before the Court again and reported in the:



In 1909 and 1910 they were residing at 133 Cornwall Street, Brown Hill, Kalgoorlie with his occupation as a miner.  He was working as a labourer and their residence was Helena Street, Guildford in 1912.

At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on March 6, 1915 the thirty-eight year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination subject to attention of his teeth.  Attestation Forms show him as married, standing 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 65kgs (143lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-95cms (35-37½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and had light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his right thumb.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mary Hannah Rivers of Guildford Road, Redcliffe, W.A. and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Enlistment’ the same day.

He was assigned on March 10, 1915 as a Private to No.12 Depot Battalion for basic training until April 20 when he moved to the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  On May 15, 1915 he was transferred to the 7th Reinforcements to the 10th Light Horse.  His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 1111.

The Reinforcement embarked from Fremantle (5th Military District) on June 30, 1915 on the transport HMAT A61 Kanowna for the Suez.

On August 26, 1915 Trooper Rivers was admitted to Ward in the No. 2 General Hospital at Chezireh and his Medical Records record the following:




Disease:
Heatstroke






Had an attack of sunstroke on Transport in Red Sea 5 weeks ago






Was in hospital for about a week






Had a fractured skull 20 years ago and was ?






Has been fairly well except for pain at base of neck






Today, fell down in street & became unconscious.  Now severe





pain at base of head and neck

He appeared before the Medical Board and was recommended to return to Australia.

On September 3, 1915 Trooper Rivers embarked from the Suez on the troopship HMAT A31 Ulysses for discharge in Australia as medically unfit.  He was in camp by December 12, 1915.

At Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on December 14, 1915 he re-applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Forms of Attestation describe him as thirty-nine years of age, 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-95cms (36-37½ins).  Ruddy was his complexion with grey eyes and had brown hair.  Anglican was his religious faith.  

Next-of-kin continued as his wife Mary A. Rivers of Guildford Road, Redcliffe, W.A.   He was re-sworn in the same day.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Trooper Rivers was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps on December 14, 1915.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 


On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Rivers was assigned the regimental number 1147 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  Sapper was assigned to No. 4 Section of the Company who were attached to the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers in the field on May 13, 1916. 

Sapper was admitted to the No. 1 Casualty Clearing Station on May 24, 1916 with displaced cartilage right knee and transferred to the A.M.C. train No.16.   He entered two days later the No. 2 General Hospital in Havre for treatment of synovitis (tissue lining lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed) right knee.  

On June 10, 1916 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Panama and entered the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.

He was transferred on August 25, 1916 to Lady Northcote’s Convalescent Home, Eastwell Park, Ashford to convalesce from synovitis of the right knee.

Sapper returned to Australia for discharge from Southampton from Southampton on January 14, 1917 on the transport H.T. Kanowna due to injury to his right knee and fractured skull.

The ship docked at Adelaide, S.A. (4th M.D.) about March 8, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on May 3, 1917 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Sapper 1147 Francis Ernest Edgcumbe Rivers, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the 1914/15 Star (5377) and the British War Medal (4721) and the Victory Medal (4681).

The only death recorded in South Australia of a Frank Rivers was on October 7, 1927 aged about 52 years, late of Norwood, S.A  and it is possible this could be him.  Burial took place the next day in West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide within road 5 extension.

A Statement of Service was requested by the Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and was sent on August 27, 1934. 

Mrs Mary H. Rivers passed away on September 25, 1952 at Gawler, S.A. and burial was in St George Anglican Cemetery.  Announcements were placed in the:
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Advertiser (Adelaide) Saturday December 19, 1896:


MARRIAGES


RIVERS-SWEENEY.—On the 2nd November, at St John’s Church, Cue, Murchison, W.A. by special licence, by the Rev. D. Howell Griffith, F.E. Rivers, son of Richard Edgecombe Rivers, of San Francisco, North America, to Mary H. Sweeney, second daughter of Michael and Hannah Sweeney, of Gawler, South Australia.








Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Wednesday November 6, 1901:


 GENTLEMANLY STRANGER


Several cases of pocket-picking have been reported to the police.  One of the most recent occurred to Mr Francis E. Rivers, a miner from the West.  He was standing on the Post-Office steps at midday, when a gentlemanly looking individual stepped heavily upon his toes.  The stranger, stepping close to Mr Rivers, placed a hand upon his shoulder, and sympathetically apologised for his clumsiness, and expressed his regrets.  Mr River felt perfectly satisfied, and the gentlemanly stranger departed; but some little time afterwards the former discovered that the polite apologist had taken the evidently prepared opportunity to whip a pocketbook containing 15 sovereigns, an engineer’s certificate, and a gold ring, out of his breast pocket.








Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday October 9, 1902:


WARDEN’S COURT


NOTICE of Application for a Gold-Mining Lease, No. 1060X—Notice is hereby given that we, William Martin and Francis Ernest Rivers, both of Kanowna, the undersigned, have made application this day for a Gold-Mining Lease, under the provisions of “The Goldfields Act, 1895” and its amendments, and the Regulations made thereunder, of ground to be known as “Martindale,” containing 12 acres, identical with late Lease 438X.  As witness our hands a Kanowna this 7th day of October, 1902.  Signature of Applicants: W. Martin, Francis E. Rivers.  Objections against the application above referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s Office on or before the 6th day of November, 1902.  G.F. Schloo, Mining Registrar, Kanowna, North East Coolgardie Goldfield.








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday October 23, 1907:


THE BANKRUPTCY COURT


A GOLDFIELDS CASE


Perth, Oct. 22.


In the Bankruptcy Court to-day Francis Ernest Edgcumbe Rivers, on being examined by the Official Receiver, said he was a miner at Trafalgar.  His liabilities were £284, caused by bereavement and continued sickness in the family.  He had just commenced a contract which he hoped would bring him in £4 a week.


His examination was adjourned till Thursday.








Daily News Tuesday December 22, 1908:


RE FRANCIS ERNEST EDGECUMBE RIVERS


(continued)


His statement of affairs gave his liabilities as £284 1s, made up of 22 creditors, but only one proved against the estate.  His assets were set down as £7 15s, deposited as fees.  


The bankrupt arrived in the State 22 years ago, and had engaged in prospecting for gold, and as a miner in various parts of the State, but apparently without success.  


His position was attributed to the sickness and the death of four of his children, misfortune in his prospecting operations and inability to obtain permanent employment.  No dividend had been paid.


His honour said the case was clearly one in which the bankrupt had met with a considerable amount of misfortune, and was not responsible for his position before the court.  In the circumstances, therefore, he would grant an unconditional discharge.








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday December 23, 1908:


BANKRUPTCY COURT


Francis Ernest Edgecumbe Rivers, who attributed his financial difficulties mainly to bad luck in prospecting, was granted an unconditional discharge.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….F.E. Rivers


Article abridged








Advertiser Saturday September 27, 1952:


DEATHS


RIVERS.—On September 25, Mary Hannah Rivers, of 3 Lincoln Av. Reade Park, widow of Francis E. Rivers, dearly loved and loving mother of Norman, Ena, Thelma and Francis (all deceased) and of Dorothy, Marjorie, Victoria and Kell.


FUNERAL NOTICES


RIVERS.—THE FRIENDS of the late Mrs MARY HANNAH RIVERS, of 3 Lincoln avenue, Reade Park, are respectfully notified that her Remains were reverently laid to rest (privately) in the St George Cemetery, Gawler on FRIDAY AFTERNOON.  Rev E Payne-Crosion officiated.


W. WILLIAMSON & SON


124 Wellington rd, Payneham








No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of  1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Daily News Tuesday December 22, 1908:


RE FRANCIS ERNEST EDGECUMBE RIVERS


F.E.E. Rivers applied for his discharge.


The official report showed that Rivers was adjourned bankrupt on his own petition on October 4, 1907.  


												(continued)








