SAPPER ARTHUR VICTOR RICHES

7851 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Arthur Victor J. Riches was born at Ashfield, Sydney, NSW in 1898 the son of Joseph C. and Lilly M. Esther Riches.  Military training was gained as a cadet with the Citizens Military Forces, Area 39A Battalion for five and a half years.  He had been trained as an improver with Grace Bros, Sydney in electrical engineering section.

On January 23, 1916 Arthur applied to enlist for active service abroad at Victoria Barracks, Sydney and passed the medical examination.  Being under the required twenty-one years of age consent from his parents was required.  He produced a letter giving permission for him to offer his services for King and Country and signed by L. and Joseph C. Riches of 344 Liverpool Road, Ashfield.  Personal particulars taken give his age as 18 years, unmarried and 168cms (5ft 6¼ins) tall with a chest expansion of 81-88cms (32-34½ins).  Declared fit for service the recruiting officer accepted his application.  Attestation Forms were completed at Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW adding further information of weight at 59kgs (130lbs) with a fair complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and had fair hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Distinctive mark of a small scar was noted at the front of his left thigh on the lower third.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Lilly Riches of 344 Liverpool Road, Ashfield.  He was sworn in on February 11, 1916 and was allotted to the No. 3 Company Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper.  

Several days later the Officer of the Corps wrote to the Assistant Adjutant General at Victoria Barracks stating that his age given was 18 years and 1 month of age but his parents has asked for discharge on the ground that he is under 18 years and he recommended his discharge.

After serving twenty-three days he was discharged at his parents’ request being under age on February 16, 1916 and he returned all Kit that was issued to him.

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney on July 23, 1917 Arthur applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination personal details taken reveal his address was “Glenbrook” Liverpool Road, Ashfield, single and nineteen and a half years of age.  Parental consent gave approval for their son to enlist and he was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest expansion of 76-89cms (30-35ins) and passed the eye test with good vision.  His application was accepted by the officer.

Forms of Attestation were completed adding further information that he weighed 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a medium complexion, grey eyes and brown hair with auburn shade.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were listed as a scar on his right shin, one on his left knee and inside his elbow.  Next-of-kin was his mother Lily Riches of 344 Liverpool Road, Ashfield, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced for the recruit from July 30 until August 2, 1917 when he was transferred to the Engineers Depot at the Sydney Showground camp to join the Engineer Reinforcements.  On September 6, 1917 he was transferred to the May 1917 Tunnelling Reinforcements 3rd Military District at Bendigo, Vic.  On November 2 he was sent to their Seymour camp for final training before travelling to Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne for an overnight stay in preparation for departure abroad.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7851.  In preparation for service abroad he Will was lodged with military authorities.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day. They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  The Reinforcements boarded on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  From Southampton they proceeded overseas to France on March 2, 1918 arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and moved out to the Aust Corp Depot on March 8.

With his civil qualifications of Electrical Mechanic his service was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was transferred for attachment and taken on Supernumerary strength pending absorption from March 13, 1918.

In an audit of the company on May 9, 1918 he was still a serving member.  On August 1, 1918 he was taken on strength to the company and with the company when Peace was declared.

The company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their areas.

Leave was granted from France from February 4 until February 18, 1919.  On March 18 he left for the A.G.B.D. to prepare for Educational Leave and departed from Havre on March 24 arriving at the Aust Service Corps Training camp at Parkhouse two days later.  On March 28 he reported to the Demobilisation and Repatriation Depot in London and taken on strength with Headquarters for Non-Military Employment (NME).  He was granted leave from April 9, 1919 with pay and subsistence to attend C.A. Parsons & Co., Ltd at Newcastle-on-Tyne for electrical work experience.

On completion of NME he returned to Headquarters and re-transferred to the A.E.M.M.B. Company on September 8, 1919.  

Sapper Riches boarded H.T. Port Sydney on September 22, 1919 for his return to Australia.  Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on October 14, 1919 that he was returning home.  

His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District for filing on October 20, 1919.

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning which was published in:

The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on November 12, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on December 13, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He married in 1920 to Edith Constance Brown with their marriage registered at Canterbury, Sydney, NSW.

For service for his country Sapper 7851 Arthur Victor Riches, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (79498) and the Victory Medal (75533).

The following accident was reported in:


From 1936 onward they are listed residing at 120 Milton Street, Ashfield with his occupation as electrician.

On February 20, 1964 Base Records forwarded a Statement of Service to the Department of Repatriation, Sydney.

Arthur Victor Riches passed away on August 12, 1973 aged 75 years.  Arrangements were announced in the:


His wife Edith died on May 27, 1974.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

   1928     A. Riches
c/o Grace Bros, Broadway (Elect Staff)
 Changed to: ‘Jesmond’, 120 Milton St, Ashfield

   1934
   A.V. Riches
‘Jesmond’, 120 Milton St, Ashfield

1960-68  Riches, A.V.    ‘Jesmond’, 120 Milton St, Ashfield 
Notation:  marked 1968 Reunion

1970-71  Riches, A.V.    ‘Jesmond’, 120 Milton St, Ashfield
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The Farmer and Settler Tuesday November 4, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING TO NEW SOUTH WALES


ON BOARD THE PORT SYDNEY


	Listed in the passenger list:  Spr A.V. Riches						


Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald Friday November 14, 1919:


PORT SYDNEY’S TROOPS


Disembarking at Melbourne, the troops who left England by the Port Sydney, came overland by train, and were welcomed by a large crowd at the Anzac Buffet yesterday.  Two trains were necessary to bring the 437 soldiers for this State.  The first arrived to time but the second was over an hour late.


A figure that attracted considerable attention was a Belgian boy, Albert Dusserq, dressed in the Australian uniform.  Twelve years old, Albert came in contact with the Australians after the armistice, and attracted by these men from a part of the world different from his own, he decided to risk his fortunes in this land.  One of his soldier comrades adopted him, and under his care, Albert yesterday came to his country of adoption.


                            Article abridged








The Advertiser (Adelaide) Friday September 29, 1922:


LIFT ACCIDENT


While examining the lift at Messrs Grace Bros, Broadway to-day, Mr Arthur Riches (24) electrical engineer had his head terribly crushed owing to the lift moving.  He received severely lacerated scalp wounds and had both jaws fractured.








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 14, 1973:


DEATHS


RICHES, Arthur Victor—August 12, 1973, at hospital, of Ashfield, dearly loved husband of Edith, and loved father and father-in-law of Gwen and Theo Taylor, and fond grandfather of Barbara, Margaret and Ross, at rest.


FUNERAL NOTICE


RICHES—The relatives and friends of the late ARTHUR VICTOR RICHES, of Ashfield, are invited to attend his funeral service, to be conducted at the chapel of the crematorium, Northern Suburbs, tomorrow (Wednesday) at 11 a.m..


  Please assemble at crematorium chapel.


JOHN KEELER, A.F.D.A.


51 7286                 51 5584





RICHES—Members of the Ashfield R.S.L. Sub-branch and Club are invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed member, ARTHUR VICTOR RICHES.  For particulars see family notice.


								A. MARSH, Pres., Sub-Branch


								N. POPE, Pres, Club


								D. MACKENZIE, Hon Sec. Sub-branch.











