SAPPER LOUIS VAUTIN RAMSKILL
7026 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Louis Vautin Ramskill was born on 3 May 1884 at Flowerdale Junction, Tasmania, the son of John Thomas and Thirza Elliza (nee White) Ramskill.
The 1914 Electoral Roll records Louis as a farmer at Sisters’ Creek, Tasmania.  His father John Thomas, dairyman, and mother Thirza Eliza also at Sisters’ Creek.
He was living at Myalla, Tasmania when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 21 October 1916 at Claremont, Tasmania.
A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 32 years and 5 months of age, stood 5ft 6½ins tall and weighed 134 pounds.  He had a medium complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair.
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He stated he was a farmer by occupation and had previously been rejected for service due to being medically unfit because of dental problems.
His training began at the 1st Depot Battalion Claremont on 21 October 1916.  He was appointed to the February Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies at Claremont on 10 February 1917.  On 12 February he was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria and on 27 February he was transferred to the Tunnelling Companies at the same camp.
He embarked for the Western Front at Melbourne on board HMAT A9 Shropshire on 11 May 1917.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Bow left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  They marched into Nos. 1 & 3 camps at Parkhouse for training for the front.

During the voyage Louis was admitted to the Ships Hospital on 10 June and was discharged on 12 June.  He was again admitted to the Ships Hospital from 8 to 10 July 1917.

Louis proceeded overseas to France on 18 August 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on 19 August.  On 3 September he marched at to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion.
He was attached to the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company on 3 October 1917.  He was due his Blue Chevrons about this time.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On 25 February 1918 he was wounded in action (gas) and admitted to the 149th Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to the 9th General Hospital at Rouen on 1 March and evacuated to England on 8 March where he was admitted to the 1st London General Hospital at Camberwell.

On 20 March he was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and on 26 March he was discharged to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott.  He marched out to the Overseas Training Battalion, Longbridge Deverill on 23 May, again proceeding overseas to France on 3 July.
He marched in to the AGBD at Rouelles on 4 July and re-joined his unit in the Field on 12 July where he was taken on strength.
Louis marched out of his unit on 10 May 1919 for return to Australia.  He had been a member of 2ATC since October 1917.

2ATC relieved the 172nd Tunnelling Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Neuville St Vaast/Vimy area.  They supported the Australian 5th Division at Fromelles and relieved the Canadians at the Bluff in January 1917.  The Company moved to Nieuport in the same month, to construct subways for Operation Hush.  Involved in enemy attack - Operation Strandfest - in this coastal sector in July 1917, recorded in the official histories as ‘The Affair at Nieuport Bains’.  In April 1918, troops of the Company fought a large fire in Peronne. 

Following the Armistice, members of the company were involved in the clearance of mines and delayed-action booby-traps and in the re-construction of civilian infrastructure until the Company was recalled to Base on May 23, 1919 to organize their departure from France.

He disembarked in England on 17 July and marched in to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny and embarked for Australia on board Chemnitz on 7 July 1919, disembarking at Melbourne on 5 September.  He was discharged from the A.I.F. (demobilised) in Tasmania on 5 November 1919.
On 11 August 1920 Louis married Ella Hughes at Myalla, Tasmania

In May 1924 he requested that his British War Medal and Victory Medal be forwarded to him at Myalla, N.W. Court, Tasmania.
1928 Electoral Roll records Louis as a farmer at Myalla with wife Ella.
Louis Vautin Ramskill died on 20 August 1936 at Wynyard, Tasmania.  
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On 25 August 1936 his service and medical documents were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Hobart.
A note on his file records his date of death noting: “Died after discharge (W.S.) – 6th D.B. List of 30/11/36”.  [The ‘W.S.’ usually indicates death was connected to his war service and that there may be an entitlement to a war grave.]
A plaque at Carr Villa War Cemetery and Launceston Garden of Remembrance.
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L-R standing-Privates, J Lee, WA Lamprey, LV Ramskill, 


Sitting, Privates, HH, JH and A Saward (Brothers) 13 Sep 1917


[Louis would have been with the Entrenching Battalion at this time]
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Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Saturday 22 August 1936:


DEATHS


RAMSKILL –At Wynyard, on August 20, Louis Vautin, beloved husband of Ella Ramskill and second son of the late J. T. and Mrs. Ramskill, aged 52 years.  Late A.I.F.





FUNERALS


RAMSKILL - The funeral of the late Louis Vautin Ramskill will leave the Spencer Hospital at 2.30 p.m. on SUNDAY, August 23, for the new public cemetery, Wynyard.


L. H. Porter, undertaker, 'phone 134, Wynyard.





MEMBERS of the Wynyard sub-branch of the R.S. and S.I.L.A. are requested to attend the funeral of the late Sapper L. V. Ramskill, formerly of the 2nd Tunnelling Company, A.I.F., which will leave the Spencer Hospital


at 2.30 p.m. TO-MORROW for the New Public Cemetery, Wynyard.





Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Tuesday 25 August 1936:


Late Mr. L. V. Ramskill


There was a large attendance at the funeral of the late Mr. L. V. Ramskill of Milabena, which took place at Wynyard on Sunday afternoon.  The late Mr. Ramskill died in the Spencer Hospital on Friday from pneumonia, after having boon ill a fortnight.  A native of the municipality, he was well and favorably known, and the cortege was representative of the whole district.


The Wynyard sub-branch of the R.S. and S.I.L.A. was well represented, and at the cemetery the carriers bore the casket down a lane of ex-service men.


Rev. R. W. Little, L.Tk., conduced, services at the Methodist Church and the graveside, and Mr. A. Frimley sounded the "Last Post."  The casket bearers were four returned soldiers,- Messrs. R. Cooper, G. H. Parkin, C. Woodbury and P. Yaxley.


The chief mourners were the wife and family of four children (Wesley, Stanley, Russell and Beatrice Ramskill; brothers, Messrs. E., F. and G. Ramskill; sisters, Mesdames T. Boxall, W. Bramich, J. E. Lehman and H. Broxam; brothers-in-law, Messrs. H, Broxam and H. Poke.


Many beautiful floral tributes were laid on the grave, including wreaths from the Wynyard sub-branch of the


R.S. and S.I.L.A and the Myalla State school.


The late Mr. Ramskill who was the son of the late Mr. J. T. and Mrs. Ramskill of Wynyard was born at Flowerdale 52 years ago.  He served for over three years at the Great War as a sapper in the 2nd Tunnelling Company A.I,F. and was gassed.  Since the war he had been a farmer in the Myalla district.








Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Tuesday 20 August 1940:


IN MEMORIAM


RAMSKILL. – In loving memory of my dear husband and father, Louis Vautin Ramskill, late A.I.F., who passed away at Wynyard, August 20, 1936.


-Inserted by his loving wife, son and daughter, Flowerdale.
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