PUMFREY BROTHERS

CORPORAL ALBERT PUMFREY

1383 – Aust. Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company
Born 7 June 1893 in Upton-on-Severn, Worcestershire, England, Albert was the son of Charles, a Builders Foreman, and Mary Ann (nee Redding) Pumfrey of Court Street.  

The 1881 England Census records Charles Pumfrey, 27 years old having been born in Worcester, a bricklayer by profession and head of the house at Old Street.  Living with Charles is his wife Mary Ann, age 22 years; daughters Esmeralda aged 4, Cora aged 3, Sarah aged 2 months and son James aged 2 years.

In 1891, the family is occupying 2 rooms at Queens Lane, Waterside Court, Upton-on-Severn.  Charles is now a Foreman Bricklayer and the family has grown with the arrival of sons Edwin, aged 8 and Charles aged 1 and daughters Gertrude aged 6 and Una aged 4.

The 1911 Census records the family living in a 6-room dwelling at Court Street, Upton-on-Severn.  Charles, age 57, and Mary, 54, have been married for 35 years and have had 14 children, 12 of whom are still living.  Charles is a Builders Foreman Bricklayer and the family has again grown with the addition of sons Albert, aged 17; Benjamin aged 15, both apprentice bricklayers; Isaac age 9, and a daughter, Diana age 13. 

Charles Pumfrey senior was the leader of the Upton Brass Band in the 1900-1914 era.  His sons Charles, Edwin, James, Albert and Ben were also members of the band.  
Albert Pumfrey had completed a 5-year apprenticeship as a bricklayer with Wood & Sons, Builders, of Worcester and had served with the Territorial Forces in England before leaving England on 10 May 1913 for Australia with his brother Charles on board Makarini.  The brothers disembarked in Sydney on 19 June 1913.  

Albert was living at 2 Albian Street, Paddington, New South Wales when he married Nellie Diamond on 22 September 1915 at St Michaels Church of England, Surrey Hills.  Nellie was the 22 year-old daughter of Samuel, an Engineer, and Susan Diamond of Bunnerong Road, Kensington.

He completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 6 October 1915 at the Town Hall, Sydney.  A medical examination on the same day found him to be ‘fit for active service’ and recorded that he was 22 years and 3 months of age.  He was 5ft 10½ tall and weighed 164 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Mrs. Nellie Pumfrey of Kensington, New South Wales and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife

Albert signed the Attestation and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 20 October at Holdsworthy, New South Wales.

From ‘E’ Company 17A Depot Battalion, Albert was appointed to the 1st Reinforcements, Australian Mining Corps on 16 January 1916.

He embarked with the Australian Mining Corps, 1st Reinforcements, Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Albert was detached to the 177th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers on 22 May 1916.  He was taken on strength of the AEMMBC on 7 October 1916 and was promoted to Corporal on 25 October.

On 12 November 1916 Attached temporarily to the 2nd Army Workshop operated by the 1/2 Cornwall Army Troops Company, Royal Engineers at Bailleul.

He was attached to the 350th Electrical and Mechanical Company, Royal Engineers on 16 March 1917, returning to his unit on 25 March.  He was again attached to the 350th for four days from 16 April.

Albert was attached to 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers in 20 May 1917.  On 30 July he was attached for duty to the 3rd Army Mine School

12 December 1917 Albert was charged with overstaying his leave to England by one day and was fined 2 days pay

Blue Chevrons were due in January 1918 and he proceeded on leave from 23 January 1918, rejoining his unit on 5 February.

In February 1918, Albert changed the address of his Next-of-Kin to The Bakery, St John’s Green, Worcester, England. 

He was granted furlough from 15 December until 30 December 1918 and marched out of his unit for demobilisation on 8 March 1919.  He marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot, leaving there for England on 17 March.  He marched in to the No.2 Training Battalion, Codford on 18 March.

He was reported Absent Without Leave from on 5 April and was charged with ‘Whilst on active service – absent without leave’ from 2359 hours on 4 April until 2359 hours on 6 April.  The charge was dismissed on 8 April and on 10 April he marched out to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny.  

On 5 August he was granted indefinite leave ‘to report for family ship when recalled’.

Albert left London on 20 October 1919 for return to Australia, with wife and one child, on board RMS Orontes, disembarking on 8 December 1919.  He was discharged from the A.I.F. in Sydney on 7 February 1920, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In 1930 Albert and Nellie were living at ‘Edithville’, Borrodale Road, South Kensington, Albert working as a bricklayer.  In December 1931 Alberts’ military medical records were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.

By 1943 the couple had moved to 3 Wynston, Wairoa Savenue, Bondi and from 1949 their address was 22 Banksia Street, Sussex Inlet.

Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

Albert (Bob) first appears on the list in 1928 giving his address as 2 Hardy Street, Bondi.  Various addresses are then recorded for Bob: 20 Borrodale Road, S. Kensington / Wiona Avenue, Bondi (1928) / 3 Wynston Flats, Wairoa Avenue, North Bondi / Sussex Inlet, Via Nowra, South Coast (1934).

Albert Pumfrey died on 6 September 1958 age 64.  His ashes are in the grounds of the Woronora Crematorium, Sydney, New South Wales
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Ellen (Nell) Pumfrey died on 2 May 1967 at (SMH 4 May 1967)

[John Frederick Pumfrey born 5 Jul 1923 in London England served in the RAN in WW2 as a Liuetenant with HMAS Penguin.  He enlisted on 28 July 1941 and was discharged on 26 November 1948.  His next of kin was Albert Pumfrey.  Relationship not confirmed]

SAPPER CHARLES PUMFREY

1384 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born in 1889 at Upton-on-Severn, Worcestershire, England, Charles was the third son of Charles and Mary Ann Pumfrey.

As with his brother Albert, Charles had completed a 5-year apprenticeship as a bricklayer with Wood & Sons, Builders, of Worcester and had served with the Territorial Forces in England before leaving England on 10 May 1913 for Australia with his brother Charles on board Makarini.  The brothers disembarked in Sydney on 19 June 1913.  

Charles completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 11 August 1915.  A medical Examination at the Department of Public Health, Sydney, the same day recorded that he was 26 years and 3 months of age, stood 5ft 11 ins tall and weighed 11 stone 13 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes, dark hair and was of the Church of England faith.  He had a tattoo of a peacock on his left leg.  

The single Bricklayer of Sydney, New South Wales recorded that he had served 2 yrs with the Volunteers Worcestershire 2nd Regiment; 1 year in the Territorials with the 8th Worcestershire Regiment and 5yrs with the Royal Engineers completing 12 months at Chatham, 12 months at Salisbury Plains and 3 years in Hong Kong, China.

At Holdsworthy, New South Wales, on 23 August he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, and the Attestation Paper on 25 August 1915.

Originally appointed to the 7th reinforcements, 19th Infantry Battalion, he was transferred to the Depot Company, Staff Cooks at Liverpool, New South Wales on 16 October and on 7 January 1916 he was discharged ‘at own request’ to join the Miners Corps.  The discharge from Depot Company records that he was a Sergeant and had been in camp 170 days.

Reverting back to the rank of Sapper, Charles again completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 16 January 1916, signing the Attestation and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Casula, New South Wales on 20 January and was appointed to the 1st Reinforcements, Miners Corps on the same day.  He recorded on this Attestation that he had served 127 days Home Service in Australia prior to this enlistment and his faith changed to Baptist.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his father Mr. Charles Pumfrey of Court Street, Upton-on-Severn, Worcester.  Charles also embarked on 20 February 1916 on board Ulysses with the Australian Mining Corps, 1st Reinforcements.  On 10 May at Hazebrouck, Charles was transferred to No.2 Company.

Charles Pumfrey was killed in action on 29 June 1916 at Kemmel Hill.  He was buried in Kemmel Chateau Military Cemetery, Belgium, 2¼ miles North East of Dranoutre (Map reference: Sheet 28, Square N, 21.6, 2.3.), grave X.8, by Rev B Wolferston, 150th Infantry Brigade.

560 Sapper Edward John Flowers, also of the 2nd Tunnelling Company  was killed in action on the same day.  

Both soldiers were buried in graves beside each other at Kemmel Chateau Military CemeterySpr Flowers burial being conducted by Rev. R.T. Dodd who was attached to the 9th Royal Sussex Regiment.

As Unit Diaries for May and June have not been located, it is not recorded where they were working at the time.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records his unit as: Australian Tunnelling Corps, 2nd Coy. 

The Australian War Memorial records his unit as: 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company.
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On 2 May 1922 Base Records wrote to Albert at his “Edithville” address advising that any war mementos, including military financial matters, due on account of Charles’ service would be forwarded to the Next-of-Kin (father).

Charles’ British War Medal, Victory Medal and the pamphlet “Where The Australians Rest” were issued to his father by Australia House, London.  The Memorial Plaque and the Memorial Scroll (Kings Message) were issued to his father in England on 24 August 1922

On 7 July 1923 a letter was received at Base Records from Mr. Charles Pumfrey, Court Street,Upton-on-Severn reference gratuity and deferred pay for his son Charles.

Charles Pumfrey is commemorated at Panel 27 in the Commemorative Area of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.

He was most probably commemorated on the original 1919 1st Australian Tunnelling Company memorial at Hill 60.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday September 8, 1958:


DEATHS


PUMFREY, Albert—September 6, 1958, at his residence, 22 Banksia Street, Sussex Inlet, via Nowra, and formerly of Bondi, loved husband of Ellen, and dear father of Nell (Mrs Matthews of Sackville North), aged 64 years.


FUNERALS


PUMFREY—the Relatives and Friends of the Family of the late ALBERT PUMFREY, of 22 Banksia Street, Sussex Inlet, via Nowra, are kindly invited to attend the Funeral; which will leave the Church of England, Nowra after service commencing at 10.15 a.m. on Tuesday, September 9 for the Woronora Crematorium.  Service at Woronora, 1.30 p.m.


WRAY OWEN, A.F.D.A. Nowra


Phone 592 and 734








The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  








This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour with kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London





Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris

















Photo of Kemmel Cemetery and headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 














In October 1916 his personal effects of cards, photos, letters, 2 razors in case, hone, 3 books,Testament, strop comb and brush, pair gloves and 5 handkerchiefs were despatched to his sister Diana, named as the sole beneficiary in his Will dated 15 May 1916, at the families Court Street address. 





On 23 April 1922, Albert wrote to Base Records in response to a press article that 4000 deceased soldiers claims had not been asked for.  
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