SAPPER CHARLES EDMOND PRICE

244 – Mining Corps

Gympie, Queensland was the birthplace of Charles Edmond Price on December 19, 1891 the son of Richard Jabez and May Elizabeth (nee Bonney) Price.  Military experience was gained from twelve months with the Mounted Cadets.  In 1913 he was working as a miner and residing at Excelsior Road, Gympie, Qld.

At twenty-three years of age on October 7, 1915 at the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld the single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation papers were completed which describe him as 182cms (5ft 11½ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 95-102cms (37½-40ins).  Complexion was fair with grey eyes that tested to very poor vision in one eye with good sight in the other one and had light brown hair.  His faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his father Richard Price of Gympie Truth, Gympie.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced at Enoggera camp, Brisbane with ‘A’ Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion until allotted to the Mining Corps (1st Military District) training at Thompson’s Paddock, Enoggera.  The recruits transferred to the Corps training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW where he was assigned to the No. 1 Company of the Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 244.

While at Casula camp the following discipline was given:



Offence:
Casula 31/1/16 Failing to report for duty after being warned



Award:

Fined 5/- (5 shillings)

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses sailed for Fremantle, Western Australia but Sapper Price was disembarked and sent to the Isolation camp at Langwarrin, Vic entering on March 3 for treatment of a social disease where he remained a patient until September 21, 1916.

When fit orders were to join the 4th Reinforcement to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion at Seymour, Vic but his illness relapsed and returned to Langwarrin on October 20, 1916.  He went back to Seymour on November 16 and attended the No. 5 Aust General Hospital for assessment but was not admitted staying from November 20 at Langwarrin until December 1, 1916 then admitted to No. 5 A.G.H for an operation.

On December 30, 1916 he appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Chronic Hydrocele, (collection of watery fluid in sac-like body cavity usually scrotum) Chronic Epididymitis, (infection of the epididymis generally caused by a bacterial infection causing pain, swelling and inflammation), Syphilis, Chronic Urethritis 

Date of disability:

Hydrocele 1914, Epididymitis & Urethritis February, 1916






Syphilis February, 1916


Place of disability:

Sydney, NSW


Essential facts:

Was admitted to Langwarrin camp March 1916 with Social diseases






and Hydrocele.  He was discharged cured on 25/9/16, but returned 






with recurrence 20/10/16.  He was operated on at No. 5 A.G.H. in






November, 1916 but condition was not cured.  Epididymitis has






persisted

Cause of disability:
Syphilis, Epididymitis and Urethritis due to Gonorrhoea and Hydrocele due to trauma in 1914 before enlistment

Present condition:
Syphilis, Chronic Urethritis, Epididymitis and Hydrocele incapacitating him from active exercise.  No obvious infectious







Social disease lesions.  Urethritis not infective.

Aggravated by misconduct:
Yes

Special treatment given:
Yes – injections, medicine, massage, irrigation and operation for







Hydrocele



Pathological condition:
Chronic Hydrocele, Urethritis and Epididymitis, Syphilis.

Fit for labour market:

Yes

Recommendations:

Discharge medically unfit.










Langwarrin 30/12/15


Confirmation forms and paperwork necessary for discharge was sent to the Staff Officer for A.M.S. regarding discharge on January 2, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued at Langwarrin on January 6, 1917 due to medical unfitness and not due to misconduct.

All completed documentation was forwarded to Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on January 8, 1917 and two days later were assembled for transmission to Base Records.

The District Paymaster from the 1st Military District (Brisbane) wrote to Base Records on February 21, 1917 asking of the present whereabouts of this soldier.  Base Records replied on February 28 that according to records the soldier was discharged medically unfit on January 6, 1917.

As Sapper Price did not embark from Australia he was ineligible for any War Service Medals.

He was registered living at Excelsior Road, Gympie with the occupation of miner in 1919 and later mining at Mt Cuthbert, near Burketown, Qld the same year.  He married on December 20, 1919 to Mary Annie Elizabeth Dundas.

In 1925 he was a timber-getter at Imbil, Qld and in 1930 mining at Mt Isa, Qld before moving to 93 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley working as a labourer.  

From 1939 they were registered at 36 Prospect Street, Bowen Hills until 1949 then retiring to James Street, Noosaville, Qld about 1950.

Charles Edmond Price passed away on June 15, 1952 aged 60 years.  Family arrangements were published in: 
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Legal announcement in connection with his Estate was placed in the:


His grave lies in the general area of the Lutwyche Cemetery, Brisbane, located in Portion 13 within Section 8 in grave no. 21.
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Lutwyche War and General Cemetery, Brisbane








Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser Friday January 2, 1953:


LEGAL NOTICE


Re CHARLES EDMUND PRICE (also known as William Charles Price) deceased.


NOTICE is hereby given that all persons having any claims against the estate of Charles Edmund Price (also known as William Charles Price) late of James Street, Noosaville in the State of Queensland, Retired Miner, who died on the fifteenth day of June, 1952, are requested to send their claims in writing in duplicate to ROBERT EDWARD YOULES, the Executor of the Will of the above-named deceased, care of his Solicitors, W.J. Kennedy, McCormack & Co., Heindorff House, 171 Queen Street, Brisbane on or before the thirty-first day of January, 1953, after which date the said Robert Edward Youles will proceed to distribute the assets of the said deceased amongst the persons entitled thereto having regard only to the claims of which he shall then have had notice and that the said Robert Edward Youles will not be liable for the assets or any part thereof so distributed to any person of whose debt or claim he shall not have had notice at the time of such distribution.


W.J. KENNEDY, McCORMACK & Co.,


Solicitors for ROBERT EDWARD YOULES,


Heindorff House, 171 Queen Street, Brisbane








The Courier-Mail Wednesday June 18, 1952:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PRICE—The Relatives and Friends of the late Charles Edmond Price of James Street, Noosaville are invited to attend his Funeral to move from Alex Gow’s Funeral Chapel, Petrie Bight, This (Wednesday) Morning at 10 o’clock, for the Lutwyche Cemetery.  Service 9.45 a.m.


ALEX GOW Funeral Director








The Courier-Mail Tuesday June 17, 1952:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PRICE—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs M.A.E. Price, Mr and W.C. Price and Family, Mr R.J. Price, Mr and Mrs M.J. Price and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, their Father, Father-in-law, and Grandfather, Charles Edmond Price of James Street, Noosaville, to move from Alex Gow’s Funeral Chapel, Petrie Bight, Tomorrow (Wednesday) Morning at 10 o’clock for the Lutwyche Cemetery.  Service 9.45 a.m.











