PRAED BROTHERS & a COUSIN

[2712 Francis Percival Praed / 4550 Ernest Norman Praed / 4551 William James Praed]

William and Francis Praed were two sons of Grace (nee Hunkin) and Edward Praed of Marazion, Cornwall, England.  Edward and Grace and their six children immigrated to Australia in December 1871 on board the Stonehouse.  The family settled in the Bendigo / Eaglehawk area of Victoria.

William married Elizabeth (Bessie) Keast at Eaglehawk in 1886. Two of their six children were William James, born in 1887, and Ernest Norman born in 1890. 

Francis married Ada Grace Read at Eaglehawk in 1892.  One of their three children was Francis Percival, born in 1894. 

SAPPER WILLIAM JAMES PRAED

4451 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

William was a long time member of the Miners Rovers football club in Kalgoorlie and at times filled executive positions on the club committee.
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At Area 84A, Goldfields Senior Cadets, Kalgoorlie on 10 January 1916 he completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’.  He gave his occupation as Grocery Traveller and his address as J. Henry & Co, Fimiston.  A medical examination deemed him ‘fit or active service’ and his application was accepted.

On 3 January he completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisting for Service Abroad’ stating he was a Traveller by trade and naming as his Next-of-Kin his father Mr. William Praed of 234 Newcastle Street, Perth.

A second medical examination at Kalgoorlie on 10 January recorded that he was 28 years and 5 months of age.  He was 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 125 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  William was of the Methodist faith.

At Blackboy Hill on 1 February he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ and his training began at 48 Depot Battalion.

William married Ruby Ethel Watson at Perth in 1916.

He was transferred to No.6 Tunnelling Company on 10 March 1916.  On 1 May at Belmont, WA, he was officially appointed to No.6 Tunnelling Company.
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Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Tunnelling Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No.5 Tunnelling Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
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Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No.6 Tunnelling Company, recruited from W.A., of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre.  William and Ernest Praed were both on board Warilda.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  

Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

William proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot (2ADBD) on 30 August.  

He marched out of the ADBD on 25 September as a Reinforcement for the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) where he was taken on strength of 3ATC on 30 September 1916.

On 3 October 1916 he was charged with ‘In the field while on active service Disobedience of orders in that he did fail to appear for fatigue parade after being warned for same’ and was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.1 by the Officer Commanding 3ATC.
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On 25 October he changed the address of his Next-of-Kin (father) to 1161 Hay Street, Perth. 
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These men were buried in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension, 2¼ miles South of Nouex-les-Mines, in 14 adjacent graves with nine men, presumably those not recovered, commemorated in one grave.  
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records as:

“PRAED, Spr. William James, 4451. 3rd Australian Tunnelling Coy.  Killed in action 27th Nov., 1916.  

I. C. 22”

Photos of the wooden crosses erected over the graves exist in some the mens’ files available on the National Archives website.
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On 26 December 1916 Ruby, now living 1161 Hay Street, Perth, wrote to Base Records inquiring about William’s personal effects.
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In January 1917 his Will was extracted from his records to show he had bequeathed all his property and effects to his wife, Ruby Ethel Praed of the Metropole Hotel, Perth.
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On 23 May 1917 his records were altered to show his wife living with William’s father at 1161 Hay Street, Perth. 

A death certificate was requested by his widow on 24 July 1917.

In August 1917 Ruby received a package of his personal effects and wrote to Base Records acknowledging receipt and inquiring as to whether any further articles were expected as he had apparently had many things Ruby would treasure, including his wrist watch.

In October 1918, Major Alexander Sanderson, Commanding Officer of 3ATC, wrote to Ruby:

“Dear Mrs Praed,


Herewith I am now able to send to you photographs of the last resting place of your husband, Sapper W.J Praed, (4451), of this unit, who gave his life so faithfully for his country.


I trust the photographs will be some comfort to you.”
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In May 1919, Major Sanderson again wrote to Ruby:

“Dear Mrs Praed,


Herewith I am now able to send to you photographs of the last resting place of your husband, who gave his life so faithfully in the service of his country.

A permanent stone memorial will later on be erected over his grave.


I trust the photographs will be some comfort to you.”

Ruby E. Praed married Charles Cassey at Perth in 1919. 

2979 Private Charles Cassey saw service in WW1 with the 5th Pioneer Battalion.  His brother, 2980 Private Peter Cassey served in the same unit. 


On 21 February 1922 Williams’s records were annotated to show his widow had re-married and noting her address as Mrs. R.E. Cassey, Melville Parade, Como, W.A. 

On 29 August 1922 Ruby received the Memorial Plaque, Memorial (King’s) Scroll and the pamphlet ‘Where The Australians Rest’.

On 25 May 1923, Ruby received William’s British War medal and Victory Medal.

June 1923, in response to her inquiry, Ruby advised by Base Records that the cost of a permanent headstone defrayed by Government, but any Inscription had to be paid by the family at the rate of 3½d. (threepence-halfpenny) per letter, limited to 66 letters.


Ruby E. Cassey died in 1951 at Perth, WA.  Charles Cassey died in 1953 at Perth.

[2979 Private Charles Cassey saw service in WW1 with the 5th Pioneer Battalion.  His brother, 2980 Private Peter Cassey served in the same unit.] 

SAPPER ERNEST NORMAN PRAED

4450 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

A Miner by trade working at Golden Ridge, Ernest signed the Attestation Paper on 11 January 1916 naming his father as his Next-of-Kin.

A medical examination at Perth on the same day recorded that he was 25 years of age; that he was 5ft 5¾ins tall and weighed 130 pounds; that he had a dark complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Wesleyan faith.  

He was considered fit fir active service and signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ also on 11 January.

His training began at No.3 Area on 5 February and on 10 March he was transferred to No.6 Tunnelling Company.  Ernest would have been in the unit photo at Belmont and the march through Perth on 31 May.

He embarked on Warilda with his brother William and the 6th Tunnelling Company, disembarking at Plymouth on July 18, 1916 and moving to Tidworth to begin training for the front.

On 22 August 1916 Ernest was charged with being Absent Without Leave (AWL) from 2400 hours on 21 August until 1400 hours on 22 August and was awarded 3 days Confined to barracks (CB) and forfeited 1 days pay.

Ernest proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot (2ADBD) on 30 August.  

He marched out of the ADBD on 25 September as a Reinforcement for the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) where he was taken on strength of 3ATC on 30 September 1916.

On 3 October 1916 he was charged with ‘In the field while on active service Disobedience of orders in that he did fail to appear for fatigue parade after being warned for same’ and was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.1 by the Officer Commanding 3ATC.

He was due his Blue Chevrons on 1 June 1917.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On 11 December 1917 he was admitted to the 34th Field Ambulance and transferred the same day to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  On 13 December he was transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Boulogne and on 18 December again transferred to the 39th General Hospital at Havre.

He was discharged from hospital on 26 January 1918 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on the same day.  He marched out to his unit on 1 February and rejoined 3ATC in the field on 3 February.

Ernest enjoyed some leave from 5 to 19 December 1918, rejoining his unit on 20 December.

He again reported sick on 10 January 1919 and was admitted to the 39th Stationary Hospital the same day diagnosed with pulmonary tuberculosis.  He was evacuated to Base on 18 January and admitted to the 18th U.S.A. General Hospital at Camiers with phthisis.

On 1 February 1919 Ernest was transferred to England on Ambulance Train 26 and Hospital Ship Brighton and admitted to the 4th London General Hospital at Denmark Hill with ‘T.B. Lung severe’.

His Next-of-Kin was advised on 12 February that Ernest had been admitted to the 4th London General Hospital with Tuberculosis Lung severe and that any further information on his condition would be advised.

On 19 February he was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  He was discharged from hospital to furlough on 8 March, to report to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth.

His Next-of-Kin was advised on 25 February that he was progressing favourably.

He marched in to Weymouth on 22 March and left England on 19 April on board Marathon for return to Australia.  Disembarking at Fremantle on 30 May 1919, Ernest was discharged from the A.I.F. on28 January 1920, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Ernest married Malvena Maude Chappell at Perth in 1924.

The Electoral Roll for 1925 records Ernest as a Pensioner, and Malvena living at 10 Stuart Street, North Perth.  Also at 10 Stuart Street is Elizabeth Praed, housekeeper.

In January 1930 his medical and military history was provided to the Repatriation Commission, Perth. 

Between 1931 and 1954 Ernest is recorded as a War Pensioner and he and Malvena are living at Mt. Helena, W.A.

Ernest died at Mt Helena on 9 March 1957 aged 66.

In 1958 Malvena is living at 13 York Terrace, Cottesloe, WA.

Malvena died at Leederville on 4 November 1981 aged 86

The couple are memorialised at Karrakatta Crematorium Garden of Remembrance (Rose Gardens – E - 0087)

SAPPER FRANCIS PERCIVAL PRAED

2712 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

[1st Cousin of William and Ernest]

Francis Percival was born at Eaglehawk, Victoria, in 1892, the son of Ada Grace (nee Read) and Francis Praed.   Francis Praed senior was the brother of William Praed who, in turn, was the father of William and Ernest above.

Francis signed the Attestation Paper on 11 January 1916.  He recorded that he had served 1 year with the Senior Cadets and 3½ years with the Citizen Forces.  A Labourer by trade, he named as his Next-of-Kin his father Mr. Francis Praed of Turnbull Street, Eaglehawk.

 Medical examination at Bendigo the same day recorded that he was 21 years and 7 months of age; that he was 5ft 7¼ins tall and weighed 9 stone; that he had a fair complexion, light blue eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Methodist faith.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Bendigo on 18 January 1916 and his training began at 16th Depot Battalion until 2 February when he was transferred to the Miners Corps reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria.

On 29 March he was appointed to the 3rd Reinforcements, No.2 Mining Company.

Francis embarked at Melbourne, Victoria for the Western Front on 4 April 1916 on board HMAT A14 Euripides.  The 80 Tunnellers on board Euripides disembarked at Alexandria and transhipped to the City of Edinburgh before arriving at Marseilles, France on 17 May 1916.  They marched into the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples on 1 June 1916.
Francis was attached for duty to the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC) On 25 June 1916.  2ATC relieved the 172nd Tunnelling Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Neuville St Vaast/Vimy area.  They supported the Australian 5th Division at Fromelles in July 1916.

Francis was wounded in action on 12 July 1916 and was treated at the 15th Field Ambulance for carbon monoxide poisoning.  On 14 July he was transferred to the 5th Division Rest Station.  Discharged from hospital, he re-joined 2ATC on 22 July.

He was taken on strength of 2ATC on 29 September.

In October he was ‘sick in the field’ and briefly hospitalised, rejoining his unit from hospital on 10 October 1916.

2ATC relieved the Canadians at the Bluff in January 1917.  The Company moved to Nieuport in the same month, to construct subways for Operation Hush.  Involved in enemy attack - Operation Strandfest - in this coastal sector in July 1917, recorded in the official histories as ‘The Affair at Nieuport Bains’.  In April 1918, troops of the Company fought a large fire in Peronne. 

He reported sick on 25 February 1917 and was seen at the 4th London Field Ambulance where he was admitted; his condition was recorded as PUO (pyrexia of unknown origin).  Francis was transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station on 26 February.  On 8 March he was transferred by 10 Ambulance Train to the 2nd Australian General Hospital where he was diagnosed with enteric fever on 9 March and transferred to the 14th Stationary Hospital at Boulogne.

He was evacuated to England on 23 April per Jan Breydal and admitted to Addington Park War Hospital with enteric fever (clinical).

Discharged from hospital to furlough on 15 May, he was to report to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth, on 31 May 1917.  On 28 July he marched out to No.1 Command Depot, Perham Downs.

Proceeded overseas to France on 11 October 1917, rejoining his unit on 20 October.  His Blue Chevrons were due at this time.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Francis was wounded in action (Gas) (2nd occasion) on 12 March 1918 and was treated at he 149th Field Ambulance before being transferred to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station on 13 March.  He was transferred by Ambulance Train 3 to the 1st Com. General Hospital at Etaples where he was admitted on 14 March.

On 28 March he was again evacuated to England per Hospital Ship Dieppe and admitted to Essex County Hospital, Colchester, on 29 March 1918 assessed as ‘gassed severe’. 

He was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on 21 May and discharged to furlough on 23 May, to report to No.1 Command Depot, Sutton Veny, on 6 June.  He was classified B 1a 3.

On 27 June he reported sick to the Group Clearing Hospital on 27 June, returning to the Depot on 1 July.  He was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade on 18 July.

Francis again proceeded overseas to France on 10 August 1918 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 11 August, rejoining his unit on 17 August.

Following the Armistice, members of the company were involved in the clearance of mines and delayed-action booby-traps and in the re-construction of civilian infrastructure.
He proceeded on leave to England on 18 March 1919, rejoining his unit in France on 5 April.  On 10 May he was transferred to the Base Depot for return to Australia, marching out to England on 16 May, marching in to No.2 Group on arrival in England.

On 30 June he marched out to the Graves Detachment and proceeded overseas to France on 1 July.  On 5 July 1919 he was detached from 2ATC to Graves Registration Detachment.  5 weeks later on 16 August he was transferred back to 2ATC, marching out to England for return to Australia on 19 August.  He marched in to No.2 Group on 20 August. 

Francis left England on 8 October 1919 for return to Australia on board Devon, disembarking at Melbourne on 27 November.

The 1919 Electoral Roll records Francis as a Miner living at Sydney Flat, Eaglehawk. 

Discharged from the A.I.F. in Melbourne on 1 February 1920, he was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  Francis received his British War Medal on 15 June 1921 and his Victory Medal in July 1923.

In 1923 he married Priscilla May Watson.  Priscilla was the daughter of Catherine, nee Brown, and William Oral Watson.  In 1924 he is a Railway Employee living at 71 Lily Street, Bendigo.  Priscilla died at Mildura in 1930 at age 26 years.

In 1931 he is a Railway Employee living at 33 Flower Street, Essendon.  Also at that address are his brother Albert Victor Praed, Railway Employee, and Albert’s wife Minnie Elaine, nee Warren, home duties.

Francis married Emma Dorothy Alma Japp on 1 May 1933 at Rushworth.  Emma was the daughter of Harriet Eliza, nee Cruse, and John Japp.

In July 1935 his medical and military records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Melbourne.  In 1936 1949 1954 Francis is a Railway Labourer living at Beaconsfield Road, Briar Hill with Emma Dorothy Alma.

1963 Francis has retired and is living at 18 Morris Street, Mordialloc East with Emma and Pauline Beryl Praed, clerk.  Emma Praed died in 1963 at Mordialloc, aged 65 and was buried at Springvale Necropolis on 9 April 1963.

In 1972 Francis was living by himself at 18 Morris Street.  Francis Percival Praed died in 1974 at Heidelberg aged 80 and was buried at Springvale Cemetery on 28 June 1974.
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Kalgoorlie Miner, WA – Saturday 13 July 1912:


GOLDFIELDS FOOTBALL LEAGUE.


To the Sporting Editor.


Sir, — In your issue of the 10th a letter appeared signed by C. J. Worth, dealing with that which was enacted at our last league meeting — i.e., why the president should rule Mr. Worth’s notice of motion lost, as he had not a tvo thirds majority, ' i e., 5 to 3 — which is not the requisite majority of eight, as you well know, Mr Worth.  Secondly, why Mr Reddie’s notice of motion should be declared carried, Mr Reddie also not having the requisite majority.  I desire, Sir, to place the facts before the public, not that I am desirous of coming into the limelight, as Mr. Worth always seems so anxious to do, but simply to impress upon the public that Mr. Worth has not the reins of government in his hands at the league, nor is he likely to have them.  In dealing with Mr. Worth's notice of motion, “that Mr. Dixon replace Mr. Brett as manager of the team to visit the coast,” the  voting resulted five to three.  The president declared the motion lost, as it required a two thirds majority. Absolutely correct as five of eight is not two-thirds, Mr. Worth.  Now, Mr Reddie’s notice of motion, “That a treasurer accompany the team to the coast, Mr. Brett to act as manager.”  Mr. Brett having already been appointed manager, the notice of motion by Mr Reddie, I contend, was not necessary, as he was not rescinding the resolution already adopted by the league that Mr. Brett act as manager, only making this addition, that a treasurer accompany Mr. Brett and the team, to look after the financial part of the trip, which I maintain could be put to the meeting without notice of motion being given, as it does not alter the fact that the motion did not deal with Mr. Brett as manager, but simply an addition to it.  Therefore I maintain that a two thirds majority was not necessary.  If Mr. Reddie's motion dealt with the ousting of Mr. Brett as manager, then I would agree with Mr. Worth that a two-thirds majority would be necessary, but, as stated above, it did not.  My reason for replying to Mr. Worth's letter is to endeavour to make the public conversant with the two notices of motion, and then the public may see the vast difference between them in the same light as myself, and uphold the president's ruling. — I am, etc.. 


W J PRAED, 


Delegate Mines Rovers.








Western Argus – Kalgoorlie, WA – Tuesday 25 March 1919:


ROLL OF HONOUR.


The following soldiers, old residents of Boulder, have been killed in action, died of wounds, or have died from causes incidental to the war.  They will be included in this year's Anzac Programme, and will appear on the permanent memorial which it is proposed to erect after peace has been signed.  It is published that any necessary amendments may be made, or that names not included of former residents of Boulder, killed on active service, or who have died on war service, may be handed in at the Town Hall: 


France-1916-1917-1918.


Private W. J. Praed,  


Article Abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner, WA – Wednesday 3 January 1917:


DOING THEIR BIT


IN THE TRENCHES AND AT HOME.


The following letter, written in the trenches in France on November 2, was received by Mrs. May Pearse, of 34 York-street, Boulder, a few days before the notification of the death of the writer, Sapper W. J. Praed, of No.3 Tunnelling Coy., appeared in the “Miner” :— “Dear Friend. — I am in receipt of a packet of chocolate per medium of the Women's Club.  Your kind wishes and address were enclosed, and I therefore make haste to reply and thank you for same.  I must state that the gifts to soldiers from the people of the fields are always appreciated, especially if the recipient is a goldfields boy.  I have the pleasure of answering to that name, having lived in Boulder and Kalgoorlie for many years.  I happen to know many of the good folks who are contributing and am therefore anxious to hasten and thank you.  At present the weather is anything but agreeable.  It has been raining continuously for the past two weeks, with the result that one invariably finds oneself up to his ankles, and occasionally his knees in mud, whilst in the trenches.  However, one must put up with such discomforts.  It is all in the game, and they say 'all’s fair in love and war.’  I don't think Fritz will have us in the trenches next winter.  We expect to be home in W.A. ere it comes again.  Fritz is getting some gruelling I assure you, and I feel sure that he will have enough of war before many months have passed.  Well, dear friend, in conclusion, I again thank you and the Women's Club for your kind gifts.  We know that we are doing our bit here, and we know that you are also doing your share towards victory on the goldfields.  Wishing you a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 


P.S. — I also drew cigarettes and pencil, which were raffled.”








Bendigo Advertiser, Victoria – Wednesday 2 May 1917:





THOSE WHO HAVE DIED FOR FREEDOMS CAUSE.





Sapper W. PRAED,


Aged 29, killed in action; son of Wm. Praed, of Perth, W.A., and nephew of Mrs. J. Eddy, of Eaglehawk.


Article Abridged











Bendigo Advertiser, Victoria – Monday 18 December 1916:


PRIVATE W. PRAED.


News was received in Eaglehawk on Saturday that Private W. Praed, son of Mr. W. Praed, of Western Australia, and formerly of Eaglehawk, had been killed in action in France.  Private Praed, who was 27 years   of age, was a native of Eaglehawk, and was   a nephew of Mrs. Jas. Eddy.  He left the borough for the western State about 15 years ago.








The West Australian – WA – Monday 18 December 1916:


KILLED IN ACTION


PRAED. – In sad but loving memory of our dear son, W. J. Praed (Bossie), killed in action about November 26, 1916.


His duty done.


Inserted by his loving father and mother, brothers and sisters, W. Praed, 234 Newcastle –street, Perth.





He is commemorated on the Kings Park Great War Memorial, Perth


[Purple ‘T’ added by tunnellers.net indicates those who served with the Tunnellers]





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Photo of permanent headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 





3ATC End of War Report:


Hostile activity in the Hill 70 area towards the last part of November was considerable.


	On 27/11/16 while preparing to tamp gallery 21.DD at (36.c.S.W.1. M.b.87.60) the charging of 17,500 lbs of ammonal having been completed, the enemy exploded a camouflet, which exploded our charge.  Casualties were 1 officer (Lt H. Russell) and the following 8 O.Rs were “mine gassed” and the following 20 O.Rs were killed: -


	Gassed 4340 Spr J. Gould		  991 Spr J.J. Eddison		1304 Spr S.P. Wagner


		4521   “   G.J. Woods		1251   “   S. Barsby		4418   “   W. McKnoe			1270   “    B.J. Lear   		4993 Cpl  L.G. Brown


	Killed	1030  Spr W.F. Horton		4468 Spr O.J.S. Russell		5253 Spr R. Daniels     


		1414    “   L.B. Edwards		2371    “   J.R. Brockley		4431    “  W. Nightingale


		4304    “   D. Coulton		2893    “   H.F. Francis		5250    “  C.V. Barker   


		1364  Sgt  M.J.M. Kerby	1122  Cpl J. Pember		4451    “  J. Praed	 


		4456    “   J. Reid		5014  Spr T.E. Prosser		4402    “  W.J. Moore


		4421    “   H. McLean		  943    “   W.H. Batson		1273    “  M. Lyons


	1071    “   A.E. Ladd     		1313    “   P.M. Christiansen	  


	


				


				 


				


				


				


				


				


				


				


				  


				


								

















WAR DIARY 3rd AUST. TUN COY – NATIONAL ARCHIVES, KEW, LONDON  Ref. No: WO 95  553


24th – 30th November, 1916


The work in progress during the previous week was continued for the remainder of the month.  All the mining was done in hard chalk.  The total footage at all times (12) was 214 feet.  Work was considerably retarded by the charging of two mines, the blowing of one mine by us and two mines by the enemy.  Rescue work and the recovering of bodies followed on the two enemy blows.


30th


Enemy work with the push pick or bayonet was heard close to no. 22 shaft R,L. (70 foot level) , being identified by 4 officers on different occasions.  It was decided to blow 6000 pounds of ammonal.


At about 112 x in no. 21 DDL chamber the ground was very broken with deep cracks.  Strong flow of water from face, which was plugged.  In right hand corner of chamber also struck water.  An enemy camouflet opposite this gallery was blown at 12.40am on 27/11/16 destroying the gallery and killing 20 men.  Charging had been completed by us and tamping about to be started.  Opposite no. 1 DDR1Li chamber an enemy blow took place at 8 am on 28/11/16 killing two men (Spr Allen, Joseph, 4224 and Spr Cockton, Harold, 970).





Red Cross Files held by the AWM contain several witness accounts:


Praed, W.J. 4551:


“He was one of twenty one men who were buried in a sap and killed by an explosion of a german mine, about midday on November 27th or 28th 1916.  I think he must have been killed by concussion as he only had a small mark on the back of the head and another on the left hand, I helped to carry him out and had a good look at him.  He was buried at Hersin in a civilian cemetery with the others, who were killed by the same explosion.  I actually saw Praed and Spr. Francis H.F., 2893, buried.  Some of the other bodies were never recovered although all the names are on a memorial in the cemetery so I cannot say for sure who else is buried there. 


Do not know his Christian name, he came from W. Aust.  Francis came from Tasmania with me, known as Harry.”


Informant: 2891, Spr D.M. Blizzard, 3rd Tung. Coy.  Private address: Forrest, Circular Head, Tasmania.  


Given: 6 Sept 1919 on board HMAT ‘Indarra’.





“These men were working in “Black Watch Sap” at Hill 70, close to Loos, they were loading a mine when a premature explosion took place.  They were all killed outright at about 2 p.m. on 28.11.16.  As far as I can remember 10 men were removed and buried at Hersin not far from Noeux, including Coulton D. 4304, and Francis H.V. 2893 and one large cross was erected suitable inscribed.  I was on the same shift as these men but not on that particular job.  Eyewitness to all but explosion.  The party consisted of 13 men and all were killed.”


Informant: Spr D. McPherson, Brown Hill, Post Office, W.A. - Given: 5 Aug 1919 on board “Canberra” 





The West Australian Thursday August 1930


STATE WAR MEMORIAL


NAMES FOR TABLETS


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  








‘On the arrival of our troop ship in Alexandria in April 16, a party of some 120 out of our 1200 miners, with the wanderlust strong upon them, broke loose suddenly from our troop ship (Ulysses) as she lay at the wharf, rushed the sentries, and went careering like a lot of released school boys up the main street of Alexandria, making for the heart of the city.


Some bad sport, perhaps one should rather say, one sound disciplinarian, telephoned to the military police. And in due course the sappers were met by some charabancs driven by genial gentlemen, who offered them a lift. 


The offer was of course accepted, and presently the vehicle swung into a courtyard, the gates of which were promptly closed, and the sappers then realised that they were prisoners. One hundred and twenty of them were locked up in a building designed for a maximum of 60.  The sappers called it the ‘boob”.  The night was very hot and the “boob” threatened to become a veritable Black Hole of Calcutta. 


In the early dawn, an agonized SOS came from the military police to our ship to say that the sappers were tunnelling under the walls of the boob, and that it was tottering to its foundations, and would we send up a strong-armed party at once to hold and remove the prisoners.’			Major T.W. Edgeworth David











The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The photo below accompanied the article and was captioned:





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





Kalgoorlie Miner, WA – Tuesday 11 March 1919:


Australians in Action


W.A. Roll of Honour – Casualty List No. 460


4450, Spr. Ern. Norman Praed, Perth;


Article Abridged





Sunday Times, Perth, WA – Sunday 25 March 1917:


THANKS.


Mr. and Mrs. W. PRAED, of 234 Newcastle-street, Perth, desire to THANK all kind friends and relations for letters, telegrams, and cards of sympathy in their recent sad bereavement in the loss of their eldest son and brother Sapper W. J. Praed ("Bossle"), killed in action November 27, 1916.  His duty nobly done.





Norman Praed, 					J. Praed


On active service.  Parents reside	       Killed in action


234 Newcastle-street			 	in France





Bendigo Advertiser, Victoria – Saturday 18 October 1913:


COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE,


EAGLEHAWK PROSECUTIONS.


at the Eaglehawk Police Court yesterday, before Mr. E. N. Moore, P.M., several youths were proceeded against for failing to render the personal service required by the Defence Act.  Adjutant Bruggy, of the 67th Infantry, prosecuted.


Francis Percival Praed, five days short. Henry Dingwall, six days short, and Charles Leslie Miller, were each committed to the custody of the commanding officer of the camp at Langwarrin for detention for 15 days, 16 days and 18 days respectively.  The cases against Williams Cecil Holman and A. J. Jones were withdrawn, and those against Herbert Schilling and William Charles Leoni were adjourned for 14 days.  Leslie J. Cairns and Donald G. Brown, having left the State, the cases were struck out.











