SAPPER JAMES PIGGOTT

6834 – Tunnelling Reinforcements

James Piggott was born in Mullingar, Dublin, Ireland on September 29, 1889 the son of Joseph and Mary Piggott.  He was apprenticed as a blacksmith with Ennis & Co, Mullingar for three years.  He came to Australia and in 1916 was a blacksmith’s striker working at Big Brook in the Nelson district of Western Australia, also recorded at Warren River, Wanjanup, W.A.

At the recruiting depot in Fremantle, W.A. on February 16, 1916 the twenty-seven year old blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken show he was unmarried, stood 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 99cms (39ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed which describe him further as being vaccinated as an infant, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-99cms (35-39ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  Religious denomination was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Bridget O’Brien of Ballingore, Co. Westmeath, Ireland.  Swearing in took place the same day.

On February 18 he was allotted to the No. 1 Area of Blackboy Hill camp near Perth, W.A. for basic training until March 6, 1916 then moved for further instruction with the Engineer Reinforcements up to June 19, 1916.  On June 24 was transferred to Guildford camp and assigned to the Tunnelling Companies Reinforcements.  He was relocated to the Tunnelling Companies training camp at Seymour, Victoria on July 1 and went sick to the Clearing Hospital at the Seymour Military Camp on September 11, 1916 and after two days moved for isolation and treatment of a social disease at Langwarrin where he remained until November 29, 1916.  On release he was placed with the 1917 January Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies at Seymour and training continued to January 11, 1917.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6834.  The Reinforcement travelled to Melbourne in preparation for departure.  

While there the following disciplinary action was taken:



Offence:
Moore Street 16/1/17 Absent without Leave



Award:

Remanded to Seymour – value of rail warrant Melbourne to Seymour and





Return fare for escort to be stopped from pay





16/1/17 Lt-Col McInerney

Detention till embarkation on 17/1/16

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  

Sapper Piggott failed to re-embark on February 2, 1917 at Fremantle dock and classed as an absentee at 5th Military District from “Omrah”.

Sapper Piggott did not embark from Australia therefore was ineligible for any War Service Medals.

A memo stated he had not been apprehended in this district.  

He was Discharged in Consequence from being illegally absent from 2/2/1917 until 21/7/1920.  This appeared in the Commonwealth of Australian Gazette No. 61 dated 22/7/1920.

He married in 1920 to Annie Boddy with their marriage registered in Perth, W.A.  

In 1931 they were residing at Eastbrook and he was a farmer.  The following year he was a witness in a Court Case reported in the:


His address from 1943 onwards was Collins Siding with the occupation of farmer.

His wife, Annie died on November 27, 1961 and buried in the Pemberton Cemetery, W.A.

James Piggott passed away on June 22, 1965 aged 76 years.  Burial took place in the Pemberton Cemetery, W.A.  Their grave is marked by a headstone inscribed with the following:

PIGGOTT

Annie J.

Wife of James and Mother of

Mary, Pat, Jim, Tom, George, Terry and Dick

Died 27 Nov 1961 aged 68 years

and

James

Died 22 Jun 1965 aged 76 years

Husband of Annie
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Western Mail Thursday February 4, 1932:


FIGHT AT A DANCE


UNLAWFUL KILING CHARGE


BUNBURY, Jan 28—In the Bunbury Court of Quarter Sessions to-day, Harry Mount, a group settler on Group 145, pleaded not guilty to a charge of having unlawfully killed Thomas Robert Crouch, a group settler, at Quindinup, on December 26, Mr L.L. Crockett, R.M., and Messrs L.R. Honey and J.F. Hands, J’sP., were on the Bench.  Mr R.W. Finch appeared for the Crown, and Mr C.E. Jenour for Mount.  Crouch died during the night of December 26, following a fight at Quindinup, and a post-mortem examination disclosed that death was due to haemorrhage of the brain.


Dr M.F. Williams said that he attended Crouch at Jardee Hospital on the afternoon of December 26.  Crouch had an abrasion on the right cheek and a laceration on the left side of the chin.


Percy English, labourer, said he attended a dance in the school on Group 145 on Christmas night.  About 2 a.m. on Boxing Day there was a noise outside, and witness went out to see Crouch and Mount fighting.  He asked if they wanted to be parted.  Crouch said “Yes” but Mount wished to continue.  They shaped up again and clinched, falling down with Mount uppermost; Mount rose and told Crouch to get up, or else he’d belt him.”  Crouch rose on his elbow and Mount stepped up and hit him a violent blow on the face.  Defendant then kicked deceased, who was still on the ground.  Crouch rose and Mount knocked him down again.  Crouch then turned to witness and said, “How many do you count for ‘out’?”  Mount then struck Crouch with his fist and kicked him on one side of his head.  Crouch then collapsed.


THIRTY BOTTLES OF BEER


Evidence similar to that given by English was then given by witness regarding the details of the fight.  When Crouch fell unconscious, witness, a man named Miles, and another named Piggott took Crouch to the river and bathed him, and later took him home.


Further corroborative evidence was given by Christopher Miles, group settler, James Piggott, group settler, and Frederick Rawlinson, of the fight between Crouch and Mount.  In the course of their evidence, Rawlinson and Piggott stated that before going to the dance they, together with Crouch, consumed between 12 and 18 bottles of beer on Christmas Day.  Crouch, at the time of the fighting, was under the influence of liquor.


Accused said, in evidence, that he was the chairman of the Warren Glen school sports fund committee when it was decided to send letters to three settlers, including Crouch, asking them to subscribe towards the funds to provide toys for the children at Christmas, as they had not patronised any of the dances held during the year.  At the dance on December 25, Crouch came to the hall, where he said to witness: “You are the man I am looking for.”  Crouch then hit witness under the left eye, blackening it.  A fight followed, in which were several clinches, in one of which Crouch pulled witness down, and they fell over a stretcher.  Witness then became excited and did not remember anything more until a man named Miles struck him.  He did not recollect having kicked Crouch when he was down.  He had a fight with Crouch about six years ago, but had been friendly since.  He did not know why Crouch struck him.  Accused acted in self-defence.      
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