SAPPER RUNDLE WHITFORD PHILLIPPS

5600 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Rundle Whitford Phillipps was born on April 12, 1896 at Kew, Victoria the son of Arthur Edwin Henry and “Amy” Emily Ellen (nee Whitford) Phillipps. Military Experience was gained from the School Cadets, area 48B and one year and four months with the Aust Engineers and was still serving on enlistment.
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At the Melbourne Town Hall, Victoria on May 16, 1916 the nineteen-year-old materials clerk applied to enlist for active service abroad.  He produced signatures of consent from both parents as he was under the legal age to enlist.  Passing the medical examination his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed on May 23, 1916 and personal particulars taken reveal he was 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall, weighed 46.8kgs (103lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-88cms (33-34½ins).  Complexion was medium with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm a scar of his right leg and both knees, scar on his forehead and corner of his right eye.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was initially given as his father Mr Arthur E.H. Phillipps of “Tintagel”19 Ross Street, Kew and later changed to his mother Mrs “Amy” Emily Ellen Phillipps of the same address.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced with the Australian Service Corps at Broadmeadows camp from June 6 until August 8, 1916 when he went to the 5th Aust General Hospital.  Returning was allotted to the 21st Reinforcement to the 5th Battalion at Broadmeadows concluding on September 4, 1916.  From there was transferred the next day to the Tunnelling Reinforcement camp at Seymour, Victoria and assigned to the October, 1916 Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5600.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  They marched into the Aust Details camp at Perham Down’s camp for further training for the front.

On January 28, 1917 the Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the transport S.S. Onward arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot.  With his civil qualifications of Materials Clerk his service was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was taken on supernumerary strength with this company on February 24, 1917.

Service continued without incident and he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  In an audit of the company was reported to be still attached on March 23, 1918 and was taken on strength on August 1, 1918. 

[image: image2.jpg]FENA VTV AN




The following memorial notice was placed in the Melbourne newspaper:

Towards the end of the war he was attached to the 5th Army Mine School and when Peace was declared he returned to the company on November 14, 1918.  They remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their districts.

News of the death of his cousin serving in Egypt was reported in:


Leave was granted by the Furlough Department and he proceeded on December 22, 1918 and rejoined his unit on January 5, 1919.

Orders were received to return to the Aust Base Depot to prepare for demobilisation and they departed on April 28, 1919 and crossed the English Channel, marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury a day later.

After demobilisation Sapper Phillipps embarked for Australia on June 16, 1919 on board H.T. Ormonde.
Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was also a member of this company and kept a diary of his work and members of the company and the following is his entry for the day of embarkation:

1919

June 16

Bill Davies, Lieut. Norfolk, with about 40 men of the Coy marched out with 37 Quota at 6 this morning for Devonport, sailing at 4 o'clock this afternoon by the Ormonde.

Base Records advised his parents on July 17, 1919 that their son was returning home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 1, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:

Military Discharge was issued from Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on September 8, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  
He returned to his parents address at 19 Ross Street, Kew to work as a clerk with the.

He married in 1923 to Dorothy May Hunt and the following Birth notice was printed in:


In 1931 their address was 13 Ross Street, Kew and he was working as a clerk.  The following notice was placed in the Birth column of:


His father passed away about June 2, 1938 and his mother died a few weeks later around June 21 and both were cremated at Fawkner Crematorium with ashes placed in the Garden of Remembrance 1. A Legal Notice in regards to their Estate was placed in:


A snippet of humour penned by his wife Dorothy was published in the:


Their residence remained at 13 Ross Street, Kew and he was listed as a public servant.  News of the engagement of their son was announced in:

His daughter, Lorna May Phillipps married Hebert James Neil on 15 December 1952. Their three daughters survive them.

Dorothy May Phillipps died on April 21, 1959 at Kew, Vic. and ashes are located in the Garden of Remembrance 1 at Fawkner Memorial Park.

He remarried in 1964 to Nancy Danaher.

Rundle Whitford Phillipps passed away aged 76 years in May, 1974 at Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, Vic and his cremated remains were also placed in the Garden of Remembrance 1 in Fawkner Memorial Park, Melbourne.  


Footnote:

Lance Sergeant 5 Theodore Penleigh Boyd from Warrandyte, Vic was the Company’s Unit clerk for a time therefore these soldiers knew each other through clerical duties.  Penleigh Boyd (1890-1923) was a former student of the National Gallery School, Melbourne who gave an artist’s view of the war which was published as Salvage – Pictures and Impressions of the Western Front.  Some of his paintings are in collections of the National Art Gallery of Victoria and the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra, ACT.  He is profiled on this site and his letters home from the front are reproduced under Bits & Pieces – Letters Home.

Further information is supplied by his granddaughter M. Bampton:

Rundle Whitford Phillipps was my grandfather, and my mother was his daughter, Lorna.  My grandfather did indeed know Penleigh Boyd.  Until my mother sold a Penleigh Boyd painting to a Melbourne art dealer in the late '70's, we had one as a gift from the artist to my grandfather.  He grew up appreciating art, as his father Arthur Phillipps was secretary to the Felton Bequest at the National Gallery of Victoria, and I think his family rubbed shoulders with the art community of Melbourne as a result.  It would have been a blow to grandfather when Penleigh died tragically in the 1920's.  

Although not an artist, grandfather was a deft hand at drawing. While in Flanders, he caught site of a glass framed lithograph of a French country scene sticking out of a shell hole.  Appreciating what it was, he retrieved it and posted it back home for conservation.  I have it in my possession with this story in his pencilled copperplate hand writing on the back.

Apparently he was seconded to work with Canadians during his deployment, so I suspect that was at the tunnels at Vimy before the 9 April 1917 offensive, although I haven't found any document to substantiate this claim. He did mention being at Ypres.

Grandfather was educated at Camberwell Grammar School in Melbourne’s inner eastern suburbs.  After WWI he worked as a public servant with the Victorian Government until he retired in 1960.  During the war he was gassed, and like many soldiers developed the smoking habit, using “roll your own” tobacco and cigarette paper, so both would have probably contributed to the emphysema he developed later in life.  Family has his medals and the distinctive company patch.

Fortunately I have fond memories of him, as I was seventeen when he died.  As typical of veterans, he didn't talk much about the war, perhaps only a funny story or two and some war songs with risqué lyrics substituted for something suitable for a young lady's ears! 
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with the assistance of Margret Bampton, granddaughter of Rundle Phillipps

Rundle Whitford Phillipps  c. 1916
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The Argus Monday October 14, 1918:


DIED IN SERVICE


HOLDEN—Officially reported Killed in France on 29th September, 1918, Gunner Norman G. Holden, 43rd Aust Battery, faithful friend of Sapper Rundle W. Phillipps, A.I.F. France.








The Argus Tuesday November 26, 1918:


DIED IN SERVICE


SULLIVAN—Officially reported died of malaria and pneumonia on November 15, 1918 at 10th Station Army Hospital, Gaza, Egypt, Staff-Sergeant C. Frederick Sullivan, Anzac Field Laboratory, beloved nephew of Mr and Mrs Arthur Phillipps, cousin of Muriel and Sapper Rundle Phillipps, A.I.F. France.








The Argus Saturday August 2, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING


MEN FROM THE S.S. ORMONDE WELCOMED


Large crowds assembled at Port Melbourne and at the A.I.F. depot yesterday to welcome the 300 Victorian soldiers who arrived on time and the disembarkation was ably managed by the staff officer for returned soldiers.  The vessel will continue its journey to Sydney and Brisbane to-day carrying troops for the northern states.








The Argus Saturday November 22, 1924:


BIRTHS


PHILLIPPS (nee Dorothy May Hunt)—On the 11th October , to Mr and Mrs R.W. Phillipps of Ross Street, Kew—a daughter (Lorna May).








The Argus Saturday May 10, 1930:


BIRTHS


On the 24th April at St George’s Intermediate Hospital to Mr and Mrs R.W. Phillipps, Ross Street, Kew—a son. (Both well). (Geoffrey Rundle)








The Argus August 17, 1938:


LEGAL NOTICES


AFTER the Expiration of fourteen days from the publication hereof, application will be made to the Supreme Court of the State of Victoria, in its Probate Jurisdiction, that LETTERS of ADMINISTRATION, in the WILL (dated the 21st day of June, 1922 annexed, of ARTHUR EDWIN HENRY PHILLIPPS, formerly of 19 Ross Street, Kew, in the State of Victoria, but late of 30 Parring Road, Balwyn, in the said State, retired public servant, deceased, may be granted to Rundle Whitford Phillipps, of 13 Ross Street, Kew, aforesaid public servant, and Muriel Irene Phillipps, of 30 Parring Road, Balwyn, aforesaid, spinster, the legal representatives of Emily Ellen Phillipps, late of 30 Parring road, Balwyn, aforesaid widow, deceased, the sole beneficiary and executrix named in and appointed by the said Will, she the said Emily Ellen Phillipps, having died without obtaining grant of probate of the said Will.


	Dated this sixteenth day of August, 1938.


DOYLE & KERR, 413 Collins Street, Melbourne, Proctors for the applicants.








Australian Women’s’ Weekly Saturday May 2, 1939:


THE ENGLISH OF IT


When my toddler returned from “helping” the gardener she announced that “a cow with the measles had squeezed the rake.”


My power of interpretation was severely tested but at last the riddle was solved.  A mislaid rake and an impatient worker full of disgust “I believe someone measly has snatched it”.


       2/6d to D.M. Phillipps, Ross Street, Kew, Vic. 








The Argus Saturday November 3, 1951:


ENGAGED TODAY


TURNEY-PHILLIPPS—Jean Mary, daughter of Mr and Mrs J.J. Turney, 29 Kent Street, Hawthorn, to Geoffrey Rundle, son of Mr and Mrs R.W. Phillipps, 13 Ross Street, Kew. There were no children from this marriage.
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