SAPPER ALEXANDER PETROFF
2360 - 3rd Tunnelling Company
[image: image1.jpg]



On 4 April 1913, Alexander Petroff, timber worker of Collie, Western Australia (WA) applied for naturalisation.  He stated that he was born in Russia, was single with no children, and had arrived in Australia from Colombo about 2 March 1909 on board the ship Bremen, disembarking at Fremantle, WA.  He recorded that he had resided at Dowerin, WA, for 2 years; 18months at Karridale, and for short periods at Perth, Jarahwood and was now living in Collie.  

In his Statutory Declaration of the same date he declared that he was 32 years of age and was born on 23 April 1880 at St Petersburg, Russia.

On 12 June 1913 he signed the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ to His Majesty King George V before a Stipendiary Magistrate. 

Following a lengthy investigation the Department of External Affairs decided on 22 July 1914 to ‘not recommended’ his application. 
Alexander Petroff signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 25 November 1915 at Perth, WA.  He stated he was born in Petrograd, Russia; that he was a Russian Subject; that he was a contractor by occupation and that he had no Next-of-Kin.  He gave his address as Ballidu, via Wongan Hills, WA.
A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 34 years and 7 months of age.  He was 6ft ½in tall and weighed 160 pounds.  He had a sallow complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve” the same day.

Training began at No.37 Depot on 1 December.  On 14 December at Blackboy Hill he was transferred to the Mining Company with the rank of Sapper.  A Medical History form dated 15 November 1915 records that on enlistment he joined the 3rd Tunnelling Company, Regimental number 1130. 
The original No.3 Company consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th Military District (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F., who was sent from NSW to WA for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, WA as the Corps was being established.  
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No.3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.

On 2 March 1916 at Roseberry Park, Sydney, Alexander was appointed to the 2nd Reinforcements, 1st Company, 1st Mining Battalion.
The Embarkation Roll for No.1 Mining Corps, 2nd Reinforcements records 2360, Petroff, Alexandria, Sapper, 34, Contractor, single, GPO, Sydney, NSW, embarking at Sydney, NSW on 31 March 1916 on board the Star of Victoria.  No Next-of-Kin is recorded.
3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks of the 2nd Reinforcements for the Mining Corps embarked at Sydney on board HMAT A16 Star of Victoria on 31 March 1916.  Eleven of the volunteers had come from Tasmania; forty from Victoria; forty-three from Western Australia; six were Queenslanders; two from South Australia and seventy-eight were from New South Wales.  

The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent May 5 in port.  

From Port Said the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples, marching in to the Base Depot on June 1, 1916.

On 17 May 1916, Alexander was admitted NYD (not yet diagnosed) to No.2 Australian Surgical Hospital at Mousset.  He was discharged to the Segregation Camp on 26 May and marched in to the Base Depot at Etaples on 1 June 1916.

On 11 June he was admitted to No. 26 Stationary Hospital, Etaples with tonsillitis and was discharged to duty on 19 June.  
He reported to the 1st Australian Divisional Base Depot the same day and was attached for duty to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 25 June.  
He was admitted to the 2/2 S/M Field Ambulance on 16 September with lumbago and was transferred to the XIth Convalescent Rest Station on 20 September.  He was discharged from the Rest Station on 2 October and re-joined his unit in the Field on 3 October.  He had been officially taken on strength of 3ATC on 30 September 1916.
On 13 November 1916 Alexander was admitted to the 72nd Field Ambulance with accidental fractures to the 8th and 9th ribs, possibly sustained when he fell down a shaft in October 1916.  He was transferred to the 1 Corps Rest Station on 26 November.
On 9 December he was admitted to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station with debility.  On 12 December he was transferred to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Havre where he remained until 30 December when he was evacuated to England on board Hospital Ship Warilda.

Alexander was admitted to the 5th Southern General Hospital at Southsea on 1 January 1917 with debility.  On 26 February he was discharged to Furlough, to report to No.1 Command Depot, Perham Downs, on 13 March 1917.  Alexander did not report until 10.25 p.m. on 16 March and was charged with being absent without leave.  He was Admonished and was awarded a fine of 3 days pay.
On 23 March he was transferred to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott and was re-classified ‘B1a3’.  [B1: Able to march 5 miles, see, shoot with glasses and hear well.]  On 14 March he was still classified ‘B1a3’.  A medical report of 24 March recorded that since his fall in October 1916 he had had pain in his back and legs, specially when doing physical exertion.
On 4 July 1917 he proceeded overseas to France and re-joined his unit in the Field on 13 June.

He again reported sick on 25 September and was evacuated from Wimereux to England on 29 September.  He was admitted to the 2nd Southern General Hospital at Bristol with a severe case of trench fever.  On 15 October he was transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford, and on 29 October he was transferred to Weymouth for return to Australia.
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Alexander left England on 21 December 1917 for return to Australia on HMAT A34 Persic, disembarking at Fremantle on 4 February 1918.  He was admitted to No.8 Australian General Hospital (No.8 AGH), Fremantle the next day for continuing treatment of his trench fever.  On 19 February he was transferred to the Rockingham Camp for treatment of an unrelated condition. 

He was transferred back to No.8 AGH on 11 May 1918 where he was admitted and remained in hospital until 19 July when the following report was included in his medical documents: 
“Rheumatism.  Dilated heart.  Neurotic.  Still complains of pain, stiffness, and weakness and weakness of back (lumbar region).  Dyspnoea on exertion.  Heart rapid, slightly diffuse impulse, blurred sounds.  Very neurotic, morbid, D.P.U.  Incapacity total for six months.”

Alexander was discharged from the A.I.F. at Fremantle, WA, on 2 August 1918 as medically unfit, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
In August 1920, Mr. Robinson, solicitor acting for Alexander Petroff and Jack Petroff wrote to Internal Affairs stating that Alexander was under the impression that he had been naturalised eight or nine years previously and could Internal Affairs advise if that was correct.
On 27 October 1920 his application for naturalisation was deferred for six months ‘owing to his Bolshevick views’.  On 21 July 1921 Alexander again applied for Naturalisation, giving his address as Tenindewa, near Mullawa, WA. 
In his accompanying Statutory Declaration of 8 July 1921 he recorded his occupation as farmer, employed on his own farm at Tenindewa. 
He declared he was born on 20 April 1879 at Petrograd, Russia and that his father was John Petroff and that both his parents were Russian nationals; that he had arrived in Australia on 20 April 1908 on the German ship Bremen, disembarking at Fremantle, WA, and that he had resided at Collie for 2 years; 2 years at Karridale; Dowerin for 3 years; Ballida for 1 year.  He had active service with the A.I.F. for 3 years and then resided in Fremantle for 1 year and Tenindewa or 2 years.
He had been registered as an alien in Perth: Certificate No. 06435.  On 8 November 1921 at Geraldton, WA, he renounced his Russian nationality.  Certificate of Naturalisation No, AA.642 was issued in his favour on 3 November 1921.

The 1922 Electoral Roll records Alexander Petroff, farmer, living at Tenindewa, WA.  His brother Jack Petroff, is also recorded as a farmer at Tenindewa.
In 1923 Alexander Petroff married Jessie Dolina Ellen Cameron.  Jessie was born at Victoria Plains, WA in 1892, the daughter of James and Isabella (nee Morrison) Cameron.  In 1922 Jessie was a teacher at Mullewa, WA.
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Three daughters were born in the following years.  Neomela Barbara Petroff was born in 1923, the birth recorded at Geraldton.  Olga Morrison Petroff was born in 1924 and in 1926 Dolina Mary Petroff, both births being registered at Geraldton.
The 1925 Electoral Roll records Alexander Petroff, Farmer, living at Tenindewa, Kalgoorlie, with Jessie Dolina Ellen Petroff performing home duties.  In 1925 Jack Petroff is a farmer at Koolanooka, WA
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In June 1926 the following notice appeared:
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In March 1927, after several notices similar to above had been published, the Westralian Farmers Limited began an action against Alexander Petroff to recover the sum of £224/1/1 being principal moneys and interest due on a dishonoured promissory note dated 6 February 1926 and due payable on 1 February 1927.  The Writ was served on Mrs. Jessie Petroff, care of Mr. James Cameron, Watheroo.
The Electoral Rolls of 1931 through 1943 record Jessie Dolina Ellen Petroff, School Teacher, living at Watheroo, WA.

In the Sunday Times of Sunday 20 January 1935 Tenders were again called for the Wollya Estate (24/600) standing in the names of Alexander Petroff and Jack Petroff. 

Jessie Dolina Ellen Petroff filed for divorce in April 1939 on grounds of desertion.


The petition was undefended and the Divorce Court granted a decree nisi in November 1939. 
In June 1940 Alexander wrote to the Department of the Interior requesting a copy of his Certificate of Naturalisation which he required to enrol in the Division of Cloncurry.

He attached a Declaration in which he identified himself as Alexander John Petroff, an employee of the Smelter Office of Mt Isa Mines Limited and enrolled as an elector in the Division of Mt Isa.  He stated that he was born in Saint Petersberg, Russia, on 20 April 1879; that his father was John Petroff and his mother was Alexandra Vaceleva Petroff; and that he had arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia in 1908 on the Steamship Bremen.   
He also stated that he had lived in Mt Isa for over eight years and that he had last seen his Certificate in 1926 when his portmanteaux was stolen in Sydney, NSW.  The theft had been reported to police without result.

He attached a certified photograph of himself to his application.  A copy of Certificate of Naturalisation No. AA.642 was forwarded to him on 22 August 1940.
The 1943 Electoral Roll records Alexander John Petroff, Labourer, Smelter Office, Mt Isa, Division of Cloncurry. 
The Queensland BDM records Alexander John Petroff died in 1946 – parents unknown.
The Mt Isa Sunset Lawn Cemetery records: Petroff, Alexandria, age: 75yr, M, bur. 1 Apr 1946, Grave #424.
Between 1928 and 1956 Jessie Petroff held teaching positions, including Head Teacher, at various schools in and around Watheroo.  Dolina Petroff is also recorded as a teacher at Mornington Hills and Bruce Rock between 1945 and 1952.  Nela Petroff is recorded as a teacher at Maida Vale in 1942 and Head Teacher on probation at Napier Creek in 1944. 
The 1949 Electoral Roll records Jessie Dolina Ellen Petroff, Teacher, Sandy Gully, WA.  In the 1954 through 1963 Rolls, Jessie Dolina Ellen Petroff, School Teacher, is back at Watheroo.
The Victorian BDMs record Jessie Debra Ellen Petroff died in Victoria in 1963, daughter of James and Isabella (nee Morrison) Cameron.
The Ryerson Index records:

Jessie Petroff died 28 January 1963 at Swan Hill, Victoria.  Death Notice appeared in The Age of 29 January 1963.


From ‘Russian Anzacs in Australian History’ by Elena Govor:

When Alexander Petroff, a political émigré who had served with the tunnellers on the Western Front, applied for naturalisation in 1920, he was rejected. The reason was his letter to an Estonian labourer Johannes Hunt, at Southern Cross, Western Australia, in which he wrote: ‘I do not think you are an Esthonian, Russian or German, but I think you are an International Worker, and the last-named I am absolutely certain is your correct name. … Bolsheviki … are fighting for freedom, and who are they who want to kill that Freedom?  There is no other reply [but] “The Capitalists”.’  That kind of rhetoric was enough for the director of the Investigation branch, Major Harold Jones, to hold over his application.

Luckily, a year later a local policeman from Mullewa, Western Australia, where Petroff and his brother had a farm, came to the following conclusion: ‘I am of the opinion that if Alex Petroff had extreme views whilst working for wages, now that he is a land owner and an employer of labour his views have altered with his different standpoint’.  Such ‘re-education’ through the benefits of the capitalist system finally persuaded Major Jones to grant Petroff his naturalisation.

Images from tenindewa.com above: 

Alexander’s brother also served in WW1:

On 13 November 1914, Jackow Petroff, a single sleeper cutter of Collie, WA, applied for naturalisation as an Australian citizen.

He stated that he was a Russian subject, born on 4 February 1887 at the town of Pishpeck in the village Tokmak, Semiretchinsk, Russia, who had arrived in Australia from India on 26 February 1912 on board the Itonus, disembarking at Fremantle, WA.  He also stated that since his arrival he had resided at Holyoake District for 6 months; Karridale for 7 months and Collie for 19 months. 
He took the Oath of Allegiance on 17 December 1914 at Collie.  As he was anxious to join the military, the Town Clerk inquired about the progress of his application and was advised on 30 December 1914 that his papers were in order and would be submitted for Executive approval.

Jackow Petroff signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 24 December 1914 naming as his Next-of-Kin his father Basil Petroff of village Tokmak, Semiretchinsk District, Russia.  He recorded he had served 3½years in the Russian Cavalry as a Cossack.

A medical examination at Collie on 26 January 1915 recorded that he was 28 years of age and that he was 5ft 5ins tall and weighed 8 stone 10 pounds.  He had a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Russian Church faith.  The next day he was appointed to the 5th Reinforcements, 11th Infantry Battalion as a Private soldier, Service no. 2002.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 18 February 1915 at Blackboy Hill, WA.
Jackow Petroff received his Certificate of Naturalisation, No. 21579, on 3 March 1915.

2002 Private Jackow Petroff embarked at Fremantle on 29 April 1915 on board HMAT A20 Horota with the 11th Infantry Battalion, 1-8 Reinforcements.


On 22 June 1915 at the Dardanelles Jackow was taken on strength of the 11th Battalion from the 5th Reinforcements.   
Over the next 5 months he required hospital treatment on several occasions for a poisoned thumb, sciatica and rheumatism, always returning to Gallipoli and re-joining his unit until 10 November 1915 when a recurrence of sciatica forced his evacuation from the Peninsula. 
In March 1916 at Ismailia he was admitted to the 1st Australian Stationary Hospital for 5 days with enteric fever.  Jackow was transferred to the 51st Battalion on 3 April 1916 and proceeded to join the British Expeditionary Force in Europe, leaving Alexandria on 5 June on board Ivernia and disembarking at Marseilles on 12 June.
He was appointed to Lance Corporal rank on 1 May 1918.
Jackow left France on 7 January 1919 and on 25 January he left England on board Ceramic for repatriation to Australia.  Disembarking at Fremantle on 3 March 1919, Jackow Petroff was discharged from the A.I.F. at Fremantle on 15 May 1919, entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

The 1922 Electoral Roll records Jack Petroff, farmer, living at Tenindewa, WA.  His brother, Alexander Petroff, is also recorded as a farmer at Tenindewa.

In 1924 and 1925 the Electoral Rolls record Jack Petroff as a farmer at Koolanooka, Irwin, WA. 
Efin Pereverseff was the leader of the ‘Russian Cossack Troop’ which toured local shows in New South Wales.

The Queensland BDMs record Jack Petroff died at Bloomfield, Queensland in 1980.

From ‘Russian Anzacs in Australian History’ by Elena Govor:

At Fremantle in 1912 two Russians of peasant background arrived from India on the sailing ship Itonus: Jackow Petroff from the village of Tokmak in the Tien Shan foothills, central Asia (now Kirghizia), and Vasily Boltinkof from Boguchar village in Voronezh province.  What took them from Russia to India in the first place remains a mystery, let alone how they ended up together on the boat to Australia.
The South-Western News, Busselton, WA – Friday 14 February 1913:


Bathing Without Costumes.


Two Russians Fined.


Alexander Petroff and Max Maxico, two Russians, were before Mr. Prosser at the Busselton Police Court on Saturday morning on a charge of bathing on the beach without proper costume at Busselton on the previous evening.


It appears that the pair, who have only an imperfect knowledge of English, were swimming in the baths at about 7.30 p m., in a nude condition.  They were just in the midst of the dip when P.C. Cahill came along and thrust his acquaintanceship upon them, and the proceedings were the result.


In the Court Petroff and Maxico had a retinue of friends, and treated the affair quite as a joke.  When, however, the Bench made it plain that the breach would cost £1 with 2s. costs in each case, their hilarity gave way to seriousness, and they protested that the decision was "Too dear, much too dear!"





The Daily News, Perth, WA – Tuesday 18 February 1913:


Russian Stowaways on the Otranto


In the Fremantle Police Court this morning, before Messrs. F. Nicholas and J. J. Holmes, J.sP., two Russians – Johanes Widois and Alexander Petroff – were charged with having stowed away on board the R.M.S. Otranto at Colombo.


They pleaded guilty, and were sent to gaol for seven days.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





3ATC War Diary:


On 21/1/18 the following O.Rs embarked for Australia: -


	2360 Spr Petroff, A.


Abridged





Geraldton Guardian, WA - Tuesday 5 June 1923:





Mr and Mrs Alexi Petroff have recently returned from their honeymoon and are now nicely settled at “Kaburnie” 





Daily Telegraph and North Murchison and Pilbarra Gazette, WA – Wednesday 3 February 1926:


Mullewa District Road Board


Mr. Petroff asked for permission to bore on the roadway adjoining his property and the permission was granted, subject to his neighbours approval.





Sunday Times – Sunday 27 June 1926:


Tenders Returnable at Geraldton,


10/7/26.


24/600.


Wollya Estate, Lot 2, Victoria Loc. 4819 and portion of Victoria Loc. 1923, part of the land in diagram 1277, being the whole of the land comprised in Certificate of Title Vol. 721. Fol. 49, Conditional Purchase Lease 26259/55 and Lease 20/830 standing in the names of Alexander Petroff and Jack Petroff, area 1698 acres, adjoining Tenindewa Siding.  1400 acres good agricultural land, heavy red soil, salmón and York gum and wattle, balance good sand plain; 790 acres cleared, 2 dams, 1000 and 1300 cy.; wind-mill, tank and piping; 785 chains 6-wire boundary, 317 chains mixed mainly 6-wire, 60 chains 5-wire fencing; 6-roomed - G.I. house, verandah three sides; chaff and machinery shed, men's quarters, shed and stable, two 6000 gallon tanks and stands; 50 acres wheat crop, 80 acres fallow.  Stock and plant that may he in our possession and belonging to the place at the time of purchase.





The Dowerin Guardian and Amery Line Advocate, (Wyalkatchem) WA – Saturday 18 August 1928:


 


Another kiddie, Nela Petroff, whose mother resides at Mukinbudin, is an inmate of the Hospital, suffering from severe scalds to both arms, sustained on Ąugust 6th.  She is progressing satisfactorily.





The West Australian – Thursday 6 April, 1939:


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.


Number 54 of 1939.


The Seal of the Supreme Court of Western Australia HS.


DIVORCE AND MATRIMONIAL CAUSES.


BETWEEN JESSIE DELINA ELLEN PETROFF Petitioner and ALEXANDER JOHN PETROFF Respondent.


To Alexander John Petroff formerly of Tenindewa in the State of Western Australia and of Redfern Sydney in the State of New South Wales.


Take notice that a Citation bearing date the 3rd day of April 1939 is issued in this Court citing you to appear and answer the petition of Jessie Delina Ellen Petroff formerly of Watheroo in the said State but now of Wicherina via Geraldton in the said State praying for a dissolution of marriage.


In default of your so appearing you will not be allowed to address the Court and the Court will proceed to hear the said petition proved and pronounce sentence in respect thereof.  And take farther notice that for the purpose aforesaid you are within 30 days from the date of the publication of this advertisement to attend in person or by a Solicitor at the Supreme Court Perth and there to enter an appearance in the books provided for that purpose.


Dated the 3rd day of April 1939.


T. F. DAVIES. - PARKER & PARKER, of 21 Howard-street, Perth. Solicitors for the Petitioner.





unit Mining Corps, 3rd Tunnelling Company       rank Sapper


place Western Front, 1916-1917


final fate RTA 21.12.1917       discharged 2.08.1918 MU


WWI contacts � HYPERLINK "http://www.russiananzacs.narod.ru/Pavelkin.htm" �John Pavelkin�


Family brother Jack Petroff in Western Australia; married 1923 Jessie Cameron, daughters: Neonela Barbara ("Nela") b. 1923, Olga Morrison b. 1924 and Dolina Mary ("Mary") b. 1926; left family in 1926


Residence after the war Fremantle, Tenindewa near Mullewa, WA, 1940 Mt Isa, Qld


Naturalisation 1921


Died 27.05.1946, Qld 





http://russiananzacs.net/


Alexander Petroff


 Russian spelling Александр Иванович Петров


Born 23.04.1880	Place St Petersburg, North-Western Russia     


Ethnic origin Russian	Religion Church of England


Father Petroff, John	Mother Petroff, Alexandra Vasilevna


Residence before arrival at Australia served in the Russian Red Cross at Port Arthur during the Russo-Japanese war; fled Russia as a political offender


Arrived at Australia from Colombo on 2.03.1909 per Bremen disembarked at Fremantle, WA


Residence before enlistment Dowerin, Karridale, Perth, Jarrahwood, Collie, visited Colombo, Korrelocking, Ballidu, WA


Occupation 1913 timber worker, 1915 contactor, 1918-21 farmer, 1940 employee





Service


service number 2360     enlisted 25.11.1915     POE 











Alexander Petroff with his family


Jacob Cilin’s archives,


courtesy Margaret Mueller





https://tenindewa.com/disappearance-of-alexander-petroff/





The “Big House” owned by Fry south of the highway and opposite the store was sold to an Alexander Petroff along with the associated farm in 1926.





As his name suggests Petroff was Russian but it is very possible his name was not Petroff but Alexei Belevsky-Zkukovsky and either way was almost certainly a refugee from the savage dangers of the tumultuous Russian Revolution that was gripping that country at that time.





Initially local folk law and gossip had it that he was indeed a product of the, by-now, deposed Russian Royalty and closely related to the last Emperor, Nicholas the second. He was for a short time married to a local Tenindewa school teacher Jessie Cameron who produced him three daughters. One of these daughters (Olga) passed away in Geraldton in September 2013 but she in turn has a surviving child who still lives in Geraldton. She also has a surviving sister, Phoebe. (See the Geraldton Guardian clip of Tuesday the 5th June 1923). Mr and Mrs Alexi Petroff have recently returned from their honeymoon and are now nicely settled at “Kaburnie” [the Big House]





In early March 1926 Petroff mysteriously disappeared and pretty much without trace to this day however a letter did arrive at Tenindewa addressed to Jessie dated 17th March 1926 and it had been posted from Adelaide. (The letter survives to this day).





It is interesting that in as much as the English in the above letter is “agricultural” to say the least the handwriting is of a person that was highly educated and talented. The other thing about the letter, as one guesses their way through it, it certainly does not sound like it was from a person that was wildly excited about leaving which brings us to the point of why he may have left.





The Bolsheviks, Marxist-Leninists, Communists who were the group or groups of the day in Russia that had gained political and commercial control also had quite a bit of support in many other parts of the world including Australia. That sympathy for this movement continued to grow and reached a peak in Australia in about the 1950s. Seemingly Petroff was always on tender hooks as to the fact that some of these folks might have it that he was of more value to them as a dead person and people close to him knew it was a very genuine fear. Many of the old residents concluded that what may have “spooked” him to leave was that because Tenindewa was a railway station in those days and thus it also had its own fettlers gang (repair crew) stationed and housed locally.





The houses they lived in were the most rudimentary of dwellings and the task for which they were employed would have been extremely tough especially in the height of summer and many, if not most, of the personnel were immigrants from literally everywhere in the world. Given those conditions one would imagine the turnover of staff would have been high and thus there was always someone new coming and others going.





Largely this is a story that is to be continued and frustratingly the mysteries associated might never be solved, but, along with quite a bit of memorabilia that is in the safe keeping of his granddaughter is a very well preserved photograph of Olga Romanov (aged about 9 years) the daughter of the last Emperor, Nicholas the second.  On the back of the photograph is written in a child’s hand but perfect English (which is a bit surprising) “To dearest Uncle Alexi love from Olga”





As for Alexei Belevsky-Zkukovsky the sketchy results of research from Russia concludes that he either escaped to Germany or died in the North Caucuses fighting with the White Armies and Cossacks against the Reds.





KARBURNIE – HOME OF ALEXANDER PETROFF





The Collie Miner, WA – Saturday 30 January 1915:


Current Notes


Imperial Forces.— Another batch of half a dozen Collie men were passed through by Dr Rigby on Tuesday and left by mid-day train on Wednesday for Blackboy Hill Camp.  The quota comprised Donald White, W. M. White, John Donaldson, Geo Cherry, L. R. White and Jackow Petroff.  The first three named volunteers are members of the Collie Salvation Army, who have decided to join the many thousands of General Booth's Army, who are doing such excellent work in the fighting lines of the Allies of whom none better will we venture to assert, be found that Collie's quota from the Salvationists Rank's.


Abridged





Australian War Memorial:


The 11th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. It was the first battalion recruited in Western Australia, and with the 9th, 10th and 12th Battalions it formed the 3rd Brigade. ��The battalion was raised within weeks of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked for overseas after just two weeks of preliminary training. It arrived in Egypt to continue its training in early December. The 3rd Brigade was the covering force for the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915 and so was the first ashore at around 4:30 am. Ten days after the landing, a company from the 11th Battalion mounted the AIF's first raid of the war against Turkish positions at Gaba Tepe. Subsequently, the battalion was heavily involved in defending the front line of the ANZAC beachhead. In August, it made preparatory attacks at the southern end of the ANZAC position before the battle of Lone Pine.  The 11th Battalion continued to serve at ANZAC until the evacuation in December. 





Australian War Memorial:


The 51st Battalion was raised in Egypt in the first week of March 1916, as part of the "doubling" of the AIF. Approximately half of its recruits were Gallipoli veterans from the 11th Battalion, and the other half, fresh reinforcements from Australia. Reflecting the composition of the 11th, the 51st was predominantly composed of men from Western Australia. The battalion became part of the 13th Brigade of the newly-formed 4th Australian Division. 


�Arriving in France on 12 June 1916, the 51st moved into the trenches of the Western Front within a fortnight. It fought in its first major battle at Mouquet Farm in August and September, and suffered casualties equivalent to a third of its strength in both of the attacks (14 August and 3 September) it launched. After Mouquet Farm, the battalion saw out the rest of the year, alternating between front-line duty, and training and labouring behind the line. This routine continued through the bleak winter of 1916-17.


�Early in 1917, the battalion participated in the advance that followed the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. On 2 April it attacked at Noreuil, a village which had been fortified to delay the Australian advance. Later in the year, the focus of the AIF's operations moved to the Ypres sector in Belgium. There the battalion fought in the battle of Messines between 7 and 12 June and the battle of Polygon Wood between 26 and 27 September. Another winter of trench routine followed. 





With the collapse of Russia in October 1917, a major German offensive on the Western Front was expected in early 1918. This occurred in France in late March and the 4th Division moved to defend positions around Dernancourt on the River Ancre. The 51st Battalion assisted in the repulse of a large German attack on 5 April, launching a critical counter-attack late in the day. The German threat remained until late April, and in the early hours of ANZAC Day 1918 the 51st participated in the now legendary attack to dislodge the enemy from Villers-Bretonneux. 


�When the Allies launched their own offensive in early August, the 51st Battalion was among the units involved and played an active role until the middle of that month, before moving to duties in the rear area. The battalion was ordered forward again in early September, in preparation for its last major operation of the war. On 18 September it provided part of the 4th Division's reserve for the attack on the Hindenburg "outpost line". Not long after the Armistice on 11 November 1918, drafts of men began returning to Australia for discharge. With the departure of the last of these on 5 May 1919, the 51st Battalion disbanded. 





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus, NSW – Friday 5 February 1937:


Wollongong Show


THE COSSACKS.


The Cossacks trio — Elim Pereverzeff, Jack Petroff, and a colleague, express themselves as being delighted with the fine reception their turn received.





Goulburn Evening Penny Post, NSW – Friday 16 December 1938:


Next Show


Plans for Ring Attractions Discussed


Also turned down was a request by Efim Perevzeff, of Sydney, that he and a fellow Russian Cossack, Jack Petroff, could provide a display at the 1939 exhibition.  Pererziff, in a letter read to the meeting, pointed out that they had previously performed at a Goulburn Show.





http://russiananzacs.net


Jackow Petroff


Russian spelling Яков Васильевич Петров


Born 4.02.1887		Place Tokmak, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan


Ethnic origin Russian	Religion Russian Orthodox


Father Basil Petroff


Residence before arrival at Australia Served for 3 years in Russian Cavalry as a Cossack


Arrived at Australia from India on 26.02.1912 per Itonus disembarked at Fremantle, WA


Residence before enlistment Holyoake, Karridale, Collie, WA


Occupation Sleeper cutter, sleeper hewer, labourer





Service �service number 2002     enlisted 18.02.1915     POE Blackboy Hill, WA


unit 11th Battalion, 51st Battalion    rank Private, Lance Corporal


place Gallipoli, 1915; Western Front, 1916-1918


final fate RTA 25.01.1919     discharged 15.05.1919


Naturalisation 1915





© Donna Baldey 2018	


www.tunnellers.net 








