PEPPERCORN FAMILY

2nd LIEUTENANT JOHN SAXON PEPPERCORN

 1st Tunnelling Company

Born at St Kilda, Victoria on 24 December 1860, the son of John Pollard Peppercorn, an artist, and Mary Catherine (nee Saron).

On 8 July 1885 at Tumbarumba, NSW, he married Marian Ellen Duece, daughter of John Duece of Mudgee, NSW.

John was aged 55 years and 8 months when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 14 August 1916.

John was an Authorised and Licensed Surveyor in New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland and a Certificated Mining Surveyor in Queensland.  He was also qualified at Commonwealth level as a Local Government Engineer.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife of 30 years, Mrs Marian Ellen Peppercorn, c/o Mrs McBride, “Loders”, 20 Malakoff Street, Malvern, Victoria.

He had signed the Oath on 14 August 1916 at Seymour, Victoria stating that he would ‘well and truly serve’ from 10 March 1916.
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A medical examination recorded that he was 5ft 11½ins tall and weighed 196 lbs.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair, going grey.  He was of the Church of England faith.

He attended the Engineer Officers Training School from 10 March to 9 July 1916 and was posted to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour from 10 July to 16 August.  His appointment as a 2nd Lieutenant was promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette of 15 March 1916.
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RMS Orontes which had departed Sydney on 12 August 1916, arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on 14 August where 81 members of the 4th Reinforcements, including 2/Lt John Peppercorn acting as O.C. Troops, embarked.  She left Melbourne on 16 August, stopping at Adelaide, South Australia on 18 August and reaching Fremantle, Western Australia on 22 August.  By the time Orontes departed Fremantle on 23 August, 7 men had deserted the ship.  Weather conditions on the Australian coast were stormy after leaving Fremantle.  She arrived at Durban, South Africa on 6 September, and sailed for Capetown on 8 September.  Two days sailing had her in Capetown for a one-day stop, where a further 9 men deserted.  St Vincent, Portugal was reached on 23 September and Plymouth, England on 2 October 1916.  The Voyage had taken 52 days.

The Tunnellers marched into No.3 Company, Parkhouse on 3 October for further training.  John was admitted to Fargo Military Hospital with gastritis on 3 December.  He proceeded overseas to France on 31 December and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples on 2 January 1917.

He marched out to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC) on 4 February.  He was admitted to the 69th Field Ambulance with gastralgia on 24 February and transferred to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station on 25 February.  John was transferred by Ambulance Train 10 to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux on 28 February with dyspepsia.

John was discharged to duty on 7 March and arrived at the AGBD on 8 March.  A Medical Board at Etaples on 31 March assessed John with debility and was of the opinion that he was unfit for underground work due to his age and being a tall, heavy man unfit for crawling in small tunnels, but fit for any other branch of the Engineer service.  The Board recommended that he be transferred to a Field or Pioneer Company.

He was temporarily attached to the 2nd Division Pioneer Battalion on 24 April for 1 months duty.  If suitable he was to be permanently transferred to that unit.  John joined the Pioneers on 7 May, but on 29 June he was told to report to A.I.F. Headquarters in England on duty.  He marched in to No.1 Command Depot, Perham Downs on 3 July and after several attempts to find a suitable position for him had failed, he was marched out to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth on 20 July for return to Australia.  

John embarked for Australia on 22 July on board Nestor.  He disembarked in Melbourne on 24 September and travelled by train to Brisbane.  His appointment as an officer in the A.I.F. was terminated on 14 October 1917.

For his service John Peppercorn was entitled to wear the British War Medal (20786) and the Victory Medal (20242)
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His documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney in April 1936.

John Saxon Peppercorn died 28 May 1919 and is buried in Roma General Cemetery and is commemorated in the Brisbane Garden of Remembrance, Pinnaroo.

Marion Peppercorn died at Paddington NSW 1940 age 70.  Their son Eric William died 1936 at Paddington NSW
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He is also commemorated on the Honour Board of the Department of Public Lands, Brisbane, along with his former colleague and fellow 1ATC officer, Lt Edward Cortis.

SERGEANT JOHN EDWARD PEPPERCORN

3476A – 1st Tunnelling Company

John Edward Peppercorn was born in Wagga Wagga, New South Wales on 24 Sep 1886, the son of John Saxon & Marian Ellen Peppercorn.  In 1912 he married Lucy Jane Cameron in 1912 in Queensland and a daughter, Vera Agnes, was born 1913.

John signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ 22 February 1916 at Brisbane, Queensland.  He re-Attested and again signed the Oath at Seymour, Victoria on 11 August 1916.

John was 29 years and 5 months of age.  5ft 9½in tall, he weighed 144lbs, had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.  Being caught on barbed wire had left a scar across his abdomen. He was an Assistant Mining & Land Surveyor and Engineer and a Mine Manager by trade.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Lucy Jane Peppercorn of Regent Street, Paddington, Sydney, and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and child.  In August 1917 Lucy moved to also live with Mrs McBride at ‘Laders’ in Malvern Victoria, and advised the Army accordingly.  Lucy moved to Albert Street, Windsor in October 1917 and again advised the Army.

John trained with ‘G’ Company Infantry in Brisbane as a Private soldier from 29 February until 1 April when he was appointed to the Engineers, with the rank of Sapper.  On 2 April he entered the Engineer Officers Training School in Sydney, New South Wales, and on 8 April he was promoted to Corporal rank.    On 10 May, by examination in the above School he was appointed to the rank of Sergeant.  He apparently graduated from the School on 24 May and was moved to the Miners Reinforcements Camp at Seymour, Victoria.

John was officially appointed to the Miners Reinforcements on 16 August at Seymour by his father, 2/Lt John Peppercorn, and embarked as 3476 Sergeant Peppercorn on RMS Orontes with his father and the other members of the 4th Reinforcements.

He proceeded overseas from England to France on 15 October 1916 and was appointed acting Sergeant on 20 October after marching in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples on 19 October.  He reverted to Sapper rank on 27 November.

He was realloted service number 3476A on 10 January1917.   On 11 February 1917 he was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company

He was wounded in action on 25 March 1917 receiving a gun shot wound to his left hip and was treated at 10 Casualty Clearing Station before being discharged to duty on 1 April 1917.

Taken on strength of 1ATC on 1 February 1918

In August 1918, Lucy Peppercorn advised the Army that she had again moved her address to Octavia Street, St. Kilda.  She further advised that she was now working at Victoria Barracks and could be contacted there is there was any news of her husband during work hours.

John was transferred to the Australian Army Medical Service and attached for duty to 1st A.D. Hospital Bulford on 11 February 1919 and was promoted to Temporary Corporal 14 March.  He was again promoted on 26 April to Temporary Sergeant. 

On 17 January 1920 he was attached for duty with A.I.F. Headquarters, London

In March he was taken on strength of the Furlough Section and granted leave to 26 March pending embarkation on Hororata.  An extension of leave to 8 April was granted and John embarked for his return to Australia on board Bahia Castillo on 17 April 1920. 

He disembarked in Melbourne 19 June 1920 and was discharged medically unfit 13 September 1920.

John Peppercorn was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  

He enlisted for service in WW2.  N75941 Warrant Officer Class 1, Peppercorn, John Edward enlisted on 1 Jul 1940 at Paddington, NSW.  He was living at Matraville at the time and named his wife Lucy as his Next-of-Kin.  John served with 5 AUSTRALIAN BASE ORDNANCE DEPOT Until His Discharge On 18 March 1946.

His military medical documents were forward to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney in January 1949.

Lucy Jane Peppercorn died in 1956 in Sydney NSW.  John Edward died in Sydney NSW in 1956

It is believed that two of his sons also served in WW2:

PEPPERCORN, ROY ALLEN  [marr Evelyn May Boardman 1946 Marrickville ]

NX160717 (N270077)  Signalman

DOB 7 May 1922 PADDINGTON, NSW  

Enlisted 17 Feb 1943  DARWIN, NT 

Living MATRAVILLE, NSW  

NOK PEPPERCORN, LUCY  

Discharged 22 Mar 1946  

Discharge Unit 6 FORT SIGS 

Married Evelyn May Boardman in 1946 at Marrickville

PEPPERCORN, JACK  

NX14744  Private

DOB 28 Jan 1920 SYDNEY, NSW  

Enlisted 13 May 1940  PADDINGTON, NSW 

Living MATRAVILLE, NSW  

NOK PEPPERCORN, JOHN  

Discharged 31 Aug 1945  

Discharge Unit 2/3 Battalion 

Married Margaret Cecilia Quealy at Randwick, NSW in 1950

LIEUTENANT THEODORE ROYCE PEPPERCORN

32 / 6328A – 8th & 11th Light Horse Regiments

Born 19 January 1893 at Caulfield, Victoria, Theodore was 21 years and 11 months of age when he completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 5 January 1915.

A Surveyors Student by trade, he named as his Next-of-Kin his father John Saxon Peppercorn of the Survey Department, Brisbane, to whom he had been apprenticed for 6 years.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ also on 5 January at Bundaberg, Queensland.  A medical examination had found him ‘fit for active service’ and recorded that he was 5ft 8¾ins tall and weighed 134 lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.

Initially an unallotted Private in the Light Horse, he was appointed to the Regimental Headquarters Staff of the 11th Light Horse Regiment on 24 March 1915.  He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 16 May.  On 2 June he was promoted to Transport Sergeant.

He embarked with his unit, as part of the 4th Light Horse Brigade, from Brisbane on 2 June 1915 on board HMAT A7 Medic

Theodore was transferred to the 9th Light Horse on 29 August 1915 at Anzac and was taken o strength.  He was transferred to the 8th Light Horse on 11 September on the Gallipoli Peninsula.  He was promoted to provisional Squadron Sergeant Major (SSM) on 3 October.  Reporting sick on 23 October, he returned to duty on 28 October.

His promotion to SSM was confirmed on 26 December as he disembarked at Alexandria from Mudros.  On 7 January 1916 to was sent to the School of Instruction at Heliopolis.

He reported sick on 18 March and was admitted to hospital at the Railhead with paratitis.  He was transferred to No.1 Australian Stationary Hospital, Ismalia, and then Abbassia where a diagnosis of mumps was confirmed.  On 30 March he was admitted to the Combined and General Base Depot at Zeitoun, returning to duty at Railhead on 3 April.

Theodore reported sick at Hassamya on 24 August 1916 and was admitted to Hospital at Ballybunion, returning to duty at Hassamya on 29 August.  He was appointed to be a 2nd Lieutenant on 5 January 1917 at Masaid.  He was transferred to the 3rd Light Horse Training Regiment at Moascar on 20 February 1917.  

He was transferred back to the 8th Light Horse on 13 May.  He reported sick at Marakeb on 2 July and was admitted to the 14th Australian General Hospital at Abbassia, returning to duty on 25 July. 

Theodore Peppercorn was warded the Military Cross on 14 December 1917, a unit note in his file recording:
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“Conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  During an enemy attack he held on to his post in the face of greatly superior forces for over five hours, during which period his post was continually bombed at very close quarters, and heavy casualties had been inflicted on his men.  His courage and determination were of the highest order.”

On 23 February he was transferred to the Imperial School of Instruction at Belah.

He was admitted to 66 Casualty Clearing Station at Jerusalem on 19 August 1918 with malaria.  He was transferred to 36 Stationary Hospital at Gaza on 20 August and then to the 24th Stationary Hospital at Kantara on 2 September.  On 3 September he was transferred to 14 Australian General Hospital and was discharged to sick leave at Port Said on 26 September.  

His leave was extended for 7 days at Cairo on 10 October.  Theodore retuned to duty with the 3rd Light Horse Regiment on 19 October, rejoining the 8th Light Horse at Moascar on18 November. 

He assisted the unit Adjutant from 3 December and was made Acting Adjutant from 25 December until 25 January 1919.  He was sent to the Rest Camp at Port Said on 29 January and was admitted to hospital on 31 January, rejoining his unit on 4 March 1919 and was promoted to Captain on 30 April 1919.

Theodore married 28-year-old Harriet Isabel Littlewood at Garrison Church of St Johns in the Wilderness, Ismailia on 6 August 1919.  Harriet was a VAD, the daughter of Elizabeth Ann Littlewood, her father being deceased and unnamed.

He left London on 3 July 1919 on board Malta for return to Australia, disembarking in Sydney on 10 August 1919.  He was entitled to wear the Military Cross, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal.  His appointment as an Officer in the A.I.F was terminated on 30 December 1919. 

The 1930 Census records Theodore and Harriet living in Forsyth Street, Randwick.  Theodore is working as a carpenter.  In 1933 Theodore and Harriet living at 1A Moore Park Road, South Sydney.  Theodore is a butcher and Eric William and Marian Ellen Peppercorn are living with the, Eric recorded as a ‘canvasser’.

His military medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commissioner, Sydney, in July 1933.

In 1943 Theodore Royce Peppercorn, home duties, F(female?), and John Saxon Peppercorn, builder, are living at 44 Tweedmouth Avenue, Rosbery.

Harriet Isabel Peppercorn died 1948 at Ashfield NSW.  Theodore is living alone at 135 Todman Avenue, Kensington and is a builder.

Theodore married Doris Williams at Paddington in NSW in 1952.  In 1958 the couple are living at 9 Grand Parade, Brighton-le-Sands.  The couple remained at this address and Theodore remained a builder until his death.

He lodged a claim for Repatriation Benefits in August 1966.

Theodore Royce Peppercorn died in 1970 at Kogarah, NSW.

It is believed his son served in WW2:    

PEPPERCORN, JOHN SAXON  

Australian Army  

NX8220 Sapper

DOB 20 Mar 1919 MALTA 

Enlisted 8 Nov 1939 SYDNEY, NSW 

Living PADDINGTON, NSW 

NOK PEPPERCORN, THEODORE  

Discharged 18 May 1940 

Discharge Unit 6 DIV ENGS 

John Saxon was born at sea on board the White Star Line HMT Olympic.  It is believed this was the ship bringing Harriet to Australia. 

John Saxon Peppercorn married Sarah Helen Woodward at Canterbury, NSW, in 1947.
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Sydney Morning Herald – NSW - Saturday February 23, 1918:





PERSONAL NOTES


Lt T. Roy Peppercorn, son of Lt J.S. Peppercorn (snr) was awarded the Military Cross last December in Palestine where he is still operating with the Light Horse.  Lt J.E. Peppercorn is at present in a French Hospital.  The scene of his exploits has been at Hill 60 a notorious locality where Lt J.S. Peppercorn was first under fire.








C.E.W. Bean – Chapter XXIX – page 11: Sinai and Palenstine [29th Nov. – 1st Dec., 1917]





The Australian defence was distinguished by the cool leadership of Major Crawford, and by much excellent individual work, including that of Captain Macpherson and Lieutenant T.R. Peppercorn .


Abridged











John Saxon Peppercorn – 2nd Row from front – 3rd from left


Image courtesy Anne Mayoh





AWM Image ID: B01126


Ottoman Empire: Lebanon, Tripoli, c December 1918


Portrait of Lieutenant T R Peppercorn MC, 8th Australian Light Horse Regiment.





AWM Image ID: H13634


North Africa: Egypt


Studio portrait of four officers of the Australian Light Horse. They are, standing from the left, Lieutenants Theodore Royce Peppercorn (later MC) and Cornell and, sitting, Lieutenants Henry James Nugent (later MC) (left) and Robert Henry Borbidge (later MC) (right).


Donor - L McAllister
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