SAPPER LESLIE SCOTT PAYNE
4536 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Born at Hawker, South Australia in 1890, Leslie was the son of James Ransome and Sarah Jane (nee Avery) Payne.  Leslie’s sister May Payne and brother Arthur Avery Payne were also born in SA.
On 30 October 1896 James arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia (WA) on board s.s. Croydon, and by 1903 James had been joined by the family and was farming at Muchea.
‘Leslie’s early life was marked by great poverty.  His father, James Ransome Payne, lost the family farm because of drought and the family settled in Western Australia where his father worked as a teamster on the Murchison Goldfields and in the south west timber industry before settling at Muchea approximately seventy kilometres north east of Perth on extremely infertile land.  This was strange considering their farming experience in Hawker SA.  The family made a living cutting banksia trees for firewood which they sold.  They also established an apiary and had a successful honey making business.  By 1910 the family owned the first citrus orchard in Lower Chittering. Leslie was living in Lower Chittering (Chittering Brook) when he enlisted in 1916.’ 



Lex Payne, grandson of Leslie Payne
[image: image1.jpg]


Leslie completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’ at Perth, Western Australia on 29 January 1916.  He stated he was an orchardist by occupation and gave his address as Muchea, Mid Railway, WA.  A preliminary medical examination found that he was fit for active service.  
He signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, also on 29 January, and named as his Next-of-Kin his father, James Ransome Payne of Korrelocking, WA.
A second medical examination that day recorded that he was 25 years and 7 months of age.  He stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 152 pounds.  He had a fresh complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.  Three vaccination scars were recorded as distinguishing marks.  Leslie was again found to be fit for active service and he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Perth on 29 January 1916.
Training began at 53 Depot on 8 March 1916 and on 13 March he was transferred to the 6th Depot Squadron Light Horse.  He may have attended an NCO (non-commissioned officer) School from 3 May and he may have been appointed an NCO on 24 May 1916.

On 29 May he was transferred to the 18th Reinforcements, 10th Light Horse Regiment.  On 30 May at Belmont, WA he was appointed to No.6 Tunnelling Company, by Captain Lawson, Commanding the 6th Tunnelling Company. 
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Leslie embarked with No.6 Tunnelling Company at Fremantle on 1 June 1916.
Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No.5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916, No.6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  

Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.
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Leslie proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot (ADBD) on 30 August.  He marched out to join the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 25 September and was taken on strength on 30 September 1916.
He reported sick on 20 November and was treated at the West Riding Casualty Clearing Station on 22 November before being transferred by 12 Ambulance Train (AT) to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers on 23 November suffering a Meibomian cyst (blocked Meibomian gland in the eyelid) to his left eye.
Discharged from hospital on 30 November, he marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples the same day.  On 11 December he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion in the Field.
The 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot.  Formed at La Motte, France on June 6, 1916 with Captain N. Macrae being seconded from the Mining Corps as Adjutant and Quartermaster, the Battalion had an initial strength of 21 Officers and 1003 Other Ranks, mainly Infantry.  The Battalion organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 

For a time, all infantry reinforcements were drawn from this unit.  Heavy losses at Pozieres in July through September 1916 caused all infantry to be directly absorbed into their fighting units.

The Battalion continued to be a transit unit for tunnelling reinforcements and in October 1916 there were 9 officers and 203 men in the Battalion which now served as a tunnelling company, working with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi, The Bluff and the Ravine (near Ypres).  On 5 November 1917 the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was abolished.
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Leslie reported sick on 26 November and was admitted to the 39th Casualty Clearing Station with mumps.  He was transferred by 3AT on 28 January 1917 and admitted to the 14th Stationary hospital, Boulogne.  He was transferred to the 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux on 31 January.  On 14 February he was discharged to No.1 Convalescent Depot and then to the AGBD at Etaples on 27 February. 

Leslie re-joined 3ATC in the Field on 10 March 1917.

He was due his Blue Chevrons on 1 June 1917.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 
Leslie enjoyed some leave from 8 March until 26 March 1918.

‘Found in my father’s notes of his family history is a reference to Leslie having been buried in a collapse whilst with 3ATC but “no sign of trauma”.’   



Lex Payne, grandson of Leslie Payne
He again proceeded on leave on 23 January 1919, re-joining his unit in the Field on 3 February.  On 23 March 1919 he was granted leave from France until 6 April, re-joining 3ATC on 12 April.
On 14 April 1919, Leslie marched out of 3ATC for England via the Base Depot.  He marched in to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny on 22 April and was granted Non-military employment leave with pay only from 22 April until 22 July to study farming with D. Minchin at Colesbourne, Cheltenham.  The leave was cancelled on 13 May and he was transferred back to 3ATC for administration.  He reported to Headquarters the same day and was then instructed to report to Codford to continue the demobilisation process.

Leslie had been a member of 3ATC from September 1916 until his return to Australia in June 1919.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  
The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.
The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

Leslie left England on 1 June 1919 on board Somali for return to Australia.  He disembarked at Fremantle on 8 July 1919 and a medical examination at the 8th Australian General Hospital, Fremantle on 11 July determined that he had no war-related disabilities.

He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 25 August 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In Perth, WA in 1923, Leslie married Ethel May Spencer, the daughter of Sydney Charles and Sarah Hales (nee Powell) Spencer. 
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‘Post war, Leslie became a very successful farmer.  He was a very innovative farmer particularly with citrus, sheep, grain and pasture development.  For a time he owned both a Corriedale sheep stud and an Angus cattle stud.  Over his lifetime he farmed at Lower Chittering, Bindoon, Gingin, Irwin River Station and Dandaragan.’ 







Lex Payne, grandson of Leslie Payne
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James and Sarah are buried at Midland Cemetery, Wesleyan Section C, grave 0009. 

[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]



Leslie’s brother also enlisted in WW1.

Born 26 March 1888 at Hawker, SA, Arthur Avery Payne enlisted on 15 December 1917 at the Recruiting Tent, Blackboy Hill, WA.  The 29-year-old orchardist of Muchea, WA, he named his wife Mona De Vere Payne as his Next-of-Kin.

W16115 Private Payne began his training at ‘X’ Depot on 5 February 1918.  At Blackboy Hill Arthur was absent without leave from midnight on 7 April until midnight on 8 April.  He was Admonished and forfeited 1 days pay.  On 22 April he was transferred to 22 Depot.  On 8 May he was transferred to A.S.C. (Army Service Corps).


On 14 June 1918 he was discharged, S.N.L.R. (services no longer required) due to his being ‘unfit for general service in the A.I.F.’. 

Arthur Avery Payne died at Lower Chittering on 4 May 1968 aged 80 years.

Mona De Vere Payne died at Bassendean on 5 February 1970 aged 71 years. 

Arthur and Mona are buried at Karrakatta Cemetery, Presbyterian Area, Section FA, grave 0364. 
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with the assistance of Lex Payne, grandson of Leslie Payne, and Rosie Payne of Auckland, NZ 
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The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.


Cont.





Cont.


In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Training in England – 4th, 5th & 6th Tunnelling Companies





3rd Australian Tunnelling Company – End-of-War Report:





Training & Leave in England : -


The new quarters in Perham Downs, Salisbury Plains were excellently appointed but in spite of this measles broke out in a neighbouring unit and spread to this Company causing a certain proportion to be quarantined from August 7th onwards.





No rifles and few tools being available at Perham Downs very little technical training was carried out.  The sojourn in England however allowed the men to become physically fit after the long sea voyage and to become acclimatised to far more rigorous weather than that to which they were accustomed.  They also had ample opportunities of seeing and hearing trench mortars at work both by night and by day, and acquiring familiarity there with.





General leave was granted in England on two occasions firstly for thirtysix hours on August 2nd and again for 4 days on August 21st.








Camp Chronicle (Midland Junction), WA 


Thursday 27 September 1917:


SAPPER L. S. PAYNE,


(Returned to duty. Parents reside at


Chittering Brook.)


'Western Mail' block.





Written on reverse: ‘Bridge erected by 3rd ATC at Tournai Scheldt River’





The West Australian, WA – Friday 5 November 1937:


DEATHS


PAYNE. - On November 3, 1937, at Midland Junction, James Ransome Payne, late of Lower Chittering, dearly beloved husband of Sarah Jane and beloved father of May (Mrs. Smith, of Bolgart), Arthur and Leslie (Lower Chittering) father-in-law of W. A. Smith, J.P., of Bolgart, Mona and Ethel, and grandfather of 10 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. To be privately interred in the Wesleyan Cemetery, Midland Junction, this (Friday) afternoon.


William Snell Undertaker.  Rev. J. R. Elms officiating.





The West Australian, WA – Tuesday 26 September 1944:


DEATHS


PAYNE. – On September 25, 1944, at St John of God Hospital. Subiaco, Sarah Jane, beloved wife of the late James Ransome Payne, late of Lower Chittering, and dearly loved mother of May (Mrs W. Smith. Lord-street, Perth), Arthur (Chittering) and Les (Bindoon); mother-in-law of William. Mona and Ethel; aged 85 years.





PAYNE. - At St John's on September 25, Sarah, dearly loved mother of Arthur and Mona Payne, dear grandma of Enid, Douglas, Rosemary, Roger and Barrie, and great-grandma of baby Ian; aged 85 years.


Sleep on, beloved.





PAYNE. - On September 25, Sarah Jane Payne, of Lower Chittering; devoted mother of May Smith, 43 Lord-street, Perth, late of Bolgart; born in SA; 47 years in WA; aged 85 years.


Australian pioneer's last rest.





The West Australian, WA – Thursday 17 December 1953:


22 FROM W.A. WILL


GO ON WORLD TOUR


Twenty-two West Australians will be among a party of 50 Australian farmers who will take part in a world farm tour which officially begins in Rome next May.  The farmers will travel by several routes to Italy.  Techniques developed by countries which have established themselves as specialists in various aspects of farming will receive particular attention.  Viticulture in France, dairy farming in Denmark, fodder conservation in Switzerland and the biological control of farm pests in Western Germany will be among the more specialised subjects studied in Europe.


The West Australian members of the group will be: Mr. and Mrs. L. S. Payne, of Gingin; 


Abridged





3ATC – End of War Report:


‘A party of 80 O.R’s was sent down to TOURNAI on 12/2/19 to engage in the erection of the Pont de Fer Bridge over the SCHELDT to carry the tramway.  The bridge was a Class “A”, 85-ft span.  Sheet 37 O 23 c. 8. 7.’





Leslie: Bridge erected by 3rd ATC at Tournai Scheldt River





Photo courtesy J S Payne








Ethel May Payne died at South Perth, WA on 11 October 1978 aged 84 years.





Leslie Scott Payne died on 29 September 1979 at South Perth aged 88 years.  





Ethel and Leslie are memorialised at Karrakatta Cemetery Garden of Remembrance, Area EC Section, Garden 19, 0068.





Among Leslie’s souvenirs still held by his family are original maps and a piece of chalk from Hill 70 and a series of 24 small (7 x 4.4cm) photographs taken by Leslie during the war.





Mainly street scenes from the Loos, Lens, Vermelles area they show the devastation the war wrought of the towns and villages of France and Belgium.  The photos are captioned with place names on the back and, after some research to add context, it is planned to add them to the website in the Photo Albums section.





AWM Image ID: H12808 – Vermelles, France. The ruins of an area known as Clarkes Keep. (Donor Mrs M.A. Morse)





Leslie: Entrance to Dugout Vermelles





Western Mail, WA – Friday 15 October 1915:


MARRIAGES


PAYNE-NIELSEN. – On September 4, at Wesley Church, Charles-street, West Perth, by Rev. Thos. Allan, Arthur Avery Payne, of Marblon Park, Chittering, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Payne, of Korrelocking, to Mona De Vere, only daughter of Mr. P. C. Nielsen, Rimona Park. Carwarp, Victoria.  Victorian "Age" and "Argus" please copy.





The Swan Express, Midland Junction, WA - Friday 29 March 1918:


CHITTERING.


Chittering was again the scene of a valedictory evening, the occasion being to bid farewell to Private A. A. Payne of the A.S.C, who leaves shortly for the front.  A great number of friends assembled at the local hall and dancing and musical items were the course of the evening.  Among the latter, selections by Miss O'Neil were greatly appreciated.  Later in the evening Mr Walter Morley of the local Roads Board (of which Pte. Payne is a member) apologised for the unavoidable absence of the chairman, and on behalf of the local residents and friends of Private Payne, presented him with a handsome gold wristlet watch.  Pte. Payne suitably responded.  It was no pleasure he said, for him to leave his wife and home and his friends ; he was going because he considered it his duty to go. Three ringing cheers were given for the young soldier terminated by the hearty-singing of "He's a jolly good fellow."  Dancing and a bounteous supper followed.  It was with pleasure that we noticed the presence of our old friend Pte. F. W. King, who, with other soldier friends had motored up from Blackboy.  Pte. Payne's only brother, Sapper L. S. Payne, joined the A.I.F. over two years ago.  We wish the two brothers a safe return.








