SAPPER ALEXANDER PATE

5801 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Alexander Pate was born in 1871 in Kirknewton, Edinburgh, Scotland, the son of Alexander and Janet Pate.   He was married to Margaret and had one dependant child.  His address in 1916 was Hunter’s Hill, Abermain, via West Maitland, NSW.

On April 9, 1916 at the Recruiting Centre Kurri Kurri, NSW after deleting a few birthdays the forty-three year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  He passed the preliminary medical examination where personal particulars were taken showing he was 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 96cms (35½- 37½ins).  He was declared fit and the recruiting officer accepted his application.  Attestation forms were completed and reveal further information of a fair complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  His eyes tested to good vision and Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Margaret Pate of 27 Springfield Road, Bridgeton, Glasgow, Scotland and allotted two-fifths of his pay to support her and their child.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on April 17, 1916 he was sworn in and commenced basic training.  He remained in training from June 1 until July 5, 1916 when he was transferred to the Miners’ Training Camp at Seymour, Vic for more specialised training.  He was assigned to the November 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental Number 5801. 

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

On January 11, 1917 the following was dealt with at Perham Downs:




Offence:
Perham Downs 9.1.17






Over staying leave from 2400hrs 9/1/17 until 1830hrs 10/1/17




Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks]




Forfeits:
1 days pay.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the S.S. Onward on January 28, 1917 and marched into the Aust General Base Depot the next day.   Sapper Pate was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on February 5, 1917.

He was wounded in action on October 12, 1917 and taken to the 18th Casualty Clearing Station with a gunshot wound to the head and conveyed on A.T.12 the following day and admitted to the 7th Canadian General Hospital.

The following is an extract of Unit Diary for the 3rd Tunnelling Company for that day:


On October 21, 1917 he was invalided to England on the Hospital Ship Stad Andwerpen where he entered the next day the Middlesex War Hospital in Napsbury diagnosed with a gunshot wound to head and legs.

He was released after twenty-three days to the 1st Aust. Auxiliary Hospital on November 14, 1917 and six days later was discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  A day later his disability was classed as B1A1.

His wife notified Base Records of her change of address to 149 Greenhead Court, Bridgton, Glasgow, Scotland on November 29, 1917.

He marched out to the No. 4 C.D. on December 5, 1917 and went before a Medical Board on January 12, 1918.  His Statement of Case reads:



Disability:

Rheumatism 



Date of disability:
Anteceornt   ?

Essential facts:
Spent 12 months in France, was wounded in the head and legs 12.10.17.  The wounds are no disability but he has suffered more or less all the time he has been in France with pains in all his joints, until finally he was evacuated at the time he was wounded and since the onset of cold weather he has suffered severely.


Was subject to Rheumatism before enlistment.

Cause of disability:
Anteceornt?

Caused by:
Aggravated by Active Service

Present condition:
Looks ill and debilitated, has constant pain in all joints & walks very stiffly – 47 years of age & unfit for further active service.

Recommendation:
Discharge as permanently unfit.

21/1/18 Board approved:
Permanently unfit for general service; fit for something in Australia.

On going treatments took place on December 13th and 20th and again on January 11, 1918.  A week later on January 18, 1918 left to report to No.2 C.D. at Weymouth.

On January 31, 1918 he departed from Plymouth on board the H.T. A8 Argyllshire for discharge in Australia due to Rheumatism.  The voyage terminated in Capetown and he re-embarked on the HMAT Osterley on March 25, 1918 docking at Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on April 15, 1918.

He had an appointment before the Permanent Medical Referee Board, No. 4 Aust General Hospital, Randwick, NSW at 2 p.m. on May 2 and was admitted for treatment of Rheumatism until May 19, 1918.  The Referee Board confirmed discharge on May 3 although Rheumatism was pre-existing it was aggravated by Active Service.  Incapacity to work was given as ⅓ % [one-third] and pains were much less now, discharge on a pension was approved.

Military Discharge took place on May 17, 1918 in Sydney (2nd M.D.) due to Rheumatism.

On March 7, 1919 his Will was sent to the A.A.G. 2nd Military District for record purposes.

Sapper 5801 Alexander Pate, 3rd Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (60625) and the Victory Medal (58774) for his service for his country.

In 1930 his address was care of G. Purdie, Sutcliffe Street, Lithgow and he was a miner.

Alexander Pate died on June 13, 1934 aged 63 years.  His funeral notice appeared in the Newcastle Morning Herald on June 14, 1934:

News of his demise in Abermain, NSW was reported in Reveille on August 1, 1934 and the Tunnellers’ Annual Circular the same year.
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October 12	WORK COMPLETED: Repairs to exit and incline Quarry Bay Tunnel.  Repaired exit to Dudley Dump.  Completed at Fosse No. 7 to 9 Dugout connection, Main drive, etc.  One Section removing from billets at Fosse 7 to cellars in Cite St Pierre.  At Hill 70 (LOOS) Salvaging O.G.’ Sets for work of renovation of O.G. dugouts.  Commenced work at Humbug Trench.  Work included dugout construction at Nixam Trench, Cowdray, Norman, Nestor etc.  Trenches and renovation of Dugouts at Natal, Hull, Hurdle and Horse Alley commenced.  At permanent tunnels maintenance and Listening continued.





October 13	COMPANY ORDERS 514:


						6663 Sapper ADAMS, W.E. Wounded 11-10-17


						6089      “      WOOD, T.W.           “      11-10-17


						5801	  “       PATE, A.	   “      12-10-17 


						4458      “       RICHARDS, W.      “      12-10-17





FUNERALS


PATE—The Relatives and Friends of the late ALEXANDER PATE are invited to attend his Funeral, to move from his late residence, Charles-street Abermain, To-morrow (Friday) Afternoon, at 3 o’clock for Presbyterian Cemetery, Kurri Kurri.


H. BEVAN & SONS


Funeral Directors








