SAPPER RALPH EDWARD PARKINSON
825 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Ralph Edward Parkinson was born in Teeswater, Bruce County, Province of Ontario, Canada on 10 March, 1881 the son of John and Jane Tindall (nee Hodgson) Parkinson.  In the 1881 Census of Canada the family were residing at South Bruce County and the family consisted of John (51) English settler and farmer, wife Jane (51) born in Nova Scotia and children Franklin (19) farmer, Mary (16), Eleazer (14), Bennett (8), Henry (4), Walter (3) and Ralph (1mth).
His mother died in 1886 and his father re-married on 28 July, 1887 to Elizabeth Clark.  A decade later the family had moved to Portage La Prairie, Marquette in the Province of Manitoba and living there were John (61) farmer, Elizabeth (58), Eleazer (21), Henry (14), Walter (12) and Ralph (10).

Ten years later in 1901 the family were still at Portage La Prairie at 8 Macdonald area, Manitoba and those who remained were Frank, John, Elenor, Mary A., Sarah J. and Ralph, a labourer who would have been about 20 years of age.

He stated he served an apprenticeship as a mechanic with the Canadian Pacific Railway at Manitoba and became an American citizen in 1911.  He came to New South Wales, Australia.
At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 29 January, 1916 the single thirty-four year old fitter and turner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was residing at St Kilda, Belmore Road, Coogee, Sydney and was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32-35ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer and was allotted subject to attaining permission from his employer.

Attestation forms describe him further weighing 58.6kgs (129lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Medical notation was had Typhoid fever 14 years ago.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on February 2, 1916.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Walter Parkinson of Columbar, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
He reported to Casula camp, near Liverpool on February 1, 1916 and allotted for brief basic training to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 825.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 22 August, 1916 he marched from the 1st Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples to join his unit but on 3 September went to the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot then admitted to the 26th General Hospital in Etaples with Tabes Dorsalis (degenerating nerves of dorsal column of spinal cord that carry information to maintain reflexes, gait and the sense of position).  Two days later was conveyed from Calais to England on the hospital ship Dieppe and reported to A.I.F. Headquarters due to Tabes Dorsalis (slight).  

On September 18 was sent to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield with eye trouble remaining a patient until discharged on 4 October, 1916 to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  He marched in from Headquarters to the Depot on October 19, 1916.
Sapper Parkinson embarked from Portland, England on 12 November, 1916 on H.T. Wiltshire for discharge in Australia due to Diplopia (simultaneous perception of two images of a single object) adverse to Tabes Dorsalis.
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The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 3 January, 1917.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
The returning soldiers were taken to the No. 8 General Hospital at Randwick for their disembarkation Medical checks.
Base Records was advised on 12 March, 1917 from the 2nd Military District at Victoria Barracks, Sydney that the Returned Soldier would be discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 18 March, 1917.  
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Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 18 March, 1917 as medically unfit.

He returned to Saskatchewan, Canada sometime after returning to Australia.  His brother lived in Yorkton, Saskatchewan.
For serving his country Sapper 825 Ralph Edward Parkinson, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (1082) and the Victory Medal (1082).

On 24 August, 1921 Base Records advised him at Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada that under separate registered post from Melbourne was his British War Medal on account of his services with the A.I.F.  If it did not arrive within 14 days of receipt of the letter please cause inquiry at the local postal authority and notify this officer so investigations could be made from this end.  If it safely comes to hand acknowledgement by the receipt on the enclosed form by post so the Victory Medal could follow as soon as was available.  A memo to Miss Ledger, to send the Victory Medal when the receipt was returned.
A letter went to him on 6 March, 1922 to the same address that the receipt for the War Medal sent to him on 24 August, 1921 so far had not come to hand.  The writer enclosed another form in case the one previously had been mislaid and would be obliged if he could kindly complete the form and return it as soon as possible.  His Victory Medal was available but until acknowledgement is received for the British War Medal, nothing could be further transmitted.

He left Vancouver, British Columbia for Honolulu, Hawaii arriving on the S.S. Niagara on 15 December, 1923.  His previous place of residence was Smiley, Saskatchewan and was forty-two years of age and an auto mechanic.   
In 1930 he was a fifty-year old lodger residing with the Bell family in Honolulu and was a watchman at an Auto Garage there.  
The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 25 September, 1933.

He returned to Saskatchewan, Canada where he died on 17 April, 1947 aged 66 years. Burial took place on Fort Qu’Appelle Cemetery, Saskatchewan, Canada.

His brother Walter Parkinson died on 31 August, 1963 at Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada.
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday January 4, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Sydney, Wednesday


Two troopships containing sick and wounded Australian soldiers arrived in Sydney to-day.  There were 342 for New South Wales, 120 for Queensland and 32 for New Zealand.


A large crowd assembled in the vicinity of Woolloomooloo Bay and when the men hove in sight they were heartily cheered.  Many of the soldiers fought on the western front against the Germans, while others fought against the Turks at Romani.


The second transport had a sensational experience as the first.  Shortly leaving England the vessel ran into a terrific gale and she was buffeted in such a way as to cause considerable harm.  Oil was discharged and everything done to minimise the danger.  Three sailors were caught by heavy sea and carried overboard.  Another wave immediately returned one to the deck, little the worse for his experience, but the other two were lost.  Beyond this no damage was done and considering the number of wounded men aboard the captain of the vessel and medical officer and other officers are to be congratulated.							
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