THE OXMAN BROTHERS

John H Oxman and his wife Mary had seven children and multiple links to the Australian Tunnellers story.

SAPPER GEORGE OXMAN

5798 - 3rd Tunnelling Company
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George was 30 years and 4 months of age when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 27 March 1916 at the R.A.S. Showgrounds in Sydney.  Following a medical examination on the same day which found him to be ‘fit for active service’, he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’. 

Born in Wollongong, New South Wales, George had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and fair hair and was 5ft 6½in tall.  He gave his home address as Keiraville, NSW.

A married Miner, he named his wife, Ethel Maude Oxman (nee Shipp) as his Next of Kin.
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George was appointed to the Mining Reinforcements at Rosebery Park, Sydney on 1 June and transferred to the Miners Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 5 July 1916.

George embarked at Melbourne on 25 Oct 1916 with 516 Reinforcements for the Tunnelling Companies in France.  HMAT A38 Ulysses sailed via Durban and Capetown, South Africa, then on to Freetown, Sierra Leone and on to Plymouth, England, arriving on 28 December 1916.  
The voyage had taken 65 days.



George proceeded overseas to France on 28 Jan 1917 on board S.S. Onward and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot, from where he was transferred from the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 6 February 1917 and was taken on strength of that unit.



On 20 November 1918 George enjoyed some leave, rejoining his unit on 7 December.

George left the 3rd Tunnelling Company for demobilisation on 14 March 1919, leaving France on 17 March and marching in to the 2nd Training Brigade at Cadford on 18 March.

Leaving London on 11 May 1919 on board Zealandia, George disembarked on 1 Jul 1919 in Sydney.  At the Domain Anzac Buffet, George was examined by the Disembarkation Medical Board and signed a ‘Medical Report of an Invalid’ acknowledging that he had ‘no disability’.
George Oxman was discharged in Sydney on 8 August 1919.  George was entitled to wear the British War Medal (60682) and the Victory Medal (58771).

SAPPER JOHN HENRY OXMAN

5799 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

John was 28 years and 8 months of age when he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 27 March 1916 at the R.A.S. Showgrounds in Sydney.  Following a medical examination on the same day which found him to be ‘fit for active service’, he signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’. 

Born in Wollongong, New South Wales, John had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and brown hair and was 5ft 10¼in tall.  He gave his home address as Keiraville, NSW.  A married Miner, he named his wife, Grace Myrtle Oxman (nee McDonald) as his Next of Kin and allotted two-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

The Oxman brothers had enlisted on the same day at the same place and embarked on the same ship.  They went to France on the same day and ship and joined the same unit on the same day. 

John was admitted to the 34th Field Ambulance and transferred to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station on 23 August 1918, suffering from dental carries.  On 30 September he was transferred to 15th Casualty Clearing Station for dentures.  He re-joined his unit on 16 October. 

On 24 October John enjoyed some leave, rejoining his unit on 11 November.  21 November saw John admitted to the 39th Stationery Hospital for a week for some more dental work, re-joining his unit on 16 October.

He marched out of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 27 March for repatriation and marched out to England on 2 April.  Leaving London on 11 May 1919 on board Borda, John disembarked on 28 June 1919 in Sydney.  At the Domain Anzac Buffet, John was examined by the Disembarkation Medical Board and signed a ‘Medical Report of an Invalid’ acknowledging that he had ‘no disability’.
John Henry Oxman was discharged on 7 August 1919 in Sydney, entitled to wear the British War Medal (60683) and the Victory Medal (58772).

A copy of his service record was made on 28 July 1922 and issued to the Department of Repatriation, Sydney.
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George kept a diary/journal during his time in the Army.  It is believed the copy held in the Australian War Museum is George’s re-writing of his original notes.  Extracts are in a double-lined box. Slightly abridged for punctuation and spacing for ease of reading





1916 March 27 – Enlisted and was sent up to Cootamundra – a very bad dust storm and had to eat our tea out in it.





July 5.	Arrived in Seymour Camp - had to walk from the station - mud ankle deep nearly all the way.  Kicked up a row over the tucker and we all fell in again and started to walk back to the station again.  There were 250 men.  The Officers got us to go back to our tents again.





Oct 25.	Left the camp at 4 A.M. for the train.  Arrived at pier at 8 o’clock – got on boat (Ulysses) at 12 o’clock – boat left at 1.30 PM.  Our tables and hammocks down the bottom of hold – very hot down there.





Oct 26.	Sick as a dog for 2 days – stopped on deck all day – one of my mates put the hammocks up at night for me to dive in to. 





Nov 13.	Arrived at Durban at 11.30 AM and put on town picket to keep every one out of a certain street.  A car load of Officers came up and out Lieut halted us up the street a bit and went down to see who they were and then marched us up the other end of the street.  We had a good laugh over it – got back to the boat at 12 o’clock at night. 





Dec 5.	It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 








Dec 9.	Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.








Dec13.	29 Big boats in here now.








Dec 14.	Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.








Dec 25.	On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.








Dec 26.	Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.








Dec 28.	We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.





Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.





Feb 1.	had to go out to the gas chamber, it is a big room dug out of the ground filled with gas.  My mask was no good so I stopped outside.  





Mar 22.	On the way back the Corporal felt something hit him – a bullet went through his pocket book and stopped inside a tin of cigarettes. 





Mar 26.	we blew up one of our mines into fritz – you could see the smoke coming up out of his sap – he chased us again with a few shells into the trench. 





Apr 19.	carrying shells up to the front line – they weighed 60 pounds – had to go for officers rations – coming back fritz shelled the place killing 1 and wounding one out of 6 of us – we lay down on the road when we heard the guns – the shell burst about 10yds behind us.  Went to work on the road.





 





Feb 20.	raining a bit.  Fritz put a shell in our billets on the 19th – he got one of our men – put on fatigue party – buried the man fritz got with the shell.





Feb 21.	arrived at sap.  Fritz put a couple of shells very close to our sap head, but missed it for a good job.  Mud and water knee deep in trenches.





Feb 22.	had to carry powder up to the sap in boxes on our back – the trench not 5ft high – bent very low so fritz couldn’t hit us.  





Oct 18.	came through 2 or 3 small towns.  We took 24 big shells out of the road that fritz didn’t explode.  The people singing & crying for joy at seeing the British troops marching along – giving us hot coffee as we dug out the shells.  We wore a red strip down both arms so as the Tommys would know if they found any traps to send for us – there were 12 of us.











Sep 1.	Bert & I and 4 others had to toe the mark for knocking off work ½ hour too soon.  Windy Robinson was 1 officer to rouse on us, if fritz put any shells around he was off down his dugout like a shot and stop there.  We got a lecture.





Sep 4.	went to work at 8PM – had to lay in a shell hole for 2 hrs, fritz putting gas shells over all the time – gas very thick.  1 of fritz planes hit by anti air craft gun – shell went right through it.





Sep 5.	22 of our men went into hospital suffering from effects of the gas.











Aug 6.	held some sports, went to Canadian concert at night.





Aug 8.	heavy thunderstorm in morning – had a cricket match in afternoon.





Aug 14.	Left for Loos at 8AM, then walked from Loos to Hulloch.  Bert & I got hit on the thigh from a aircraft shell which bounced off the side of trench.  We walked about 8 miles.





Aug 15.	the bombardment opened at 4.20AM, the Canadians went over about 5.30, we followed about 6.30 – both sides lost a lot of men.  He tried 3 times to take the hill back again but failed.





Aug 16.	we went along the trenches looking for traps that fritz had left but found none – came back to chalk pits – no sleep for 3 nights.





May 2.	seen a man jump out of a balloon in a parachute – he was practising.





Jun 15.	June.No.3 Tunnelling Coy went over to blow in fritz sap, they were over 12 mins, they captured 2 officers & 10 men also killing a few when they threw the charges down their sap.





Jun 20.	cooked the tucker for 18 men, roast spuds, boiled onions and bully beef.





Jun 21.	cook again, went for strawberries, got about 8 quarts, they were very nice.





Jun 28.	16 of our men went over to blow up some more of fritz sap.  Our Major Coulter got killed also 1 sapper.  2 or 3 wounded, bombardment lasted 1½ hours.





Jan 27.	the men 45 years and over left for home – about 80 of them, about 3in of snow on ground – plenty of snowballing going on.





Feb 6.	the civilians and us had a bit of snowballing, we missed a bloke and put it through a window so had to pay for a new one.  Went to Seclin for a walk, every corner a pack of kids used to snowball us – great fun for them.





DEATHS


OXMAN—April 26, 1922, at his residence, Keiraville, John Henry (Harry) Oxman, beloved husband of


Grace Oxman, aged 34 years. 








FUNERALS


OXMAN—The Relatives and Friend of Mr and Mrs H. OXMAN and FAMILY are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of her late beloved HUSBAND and their FATHER, Harry; to leave his late residence, Keiraville, THIS DAY, THURSDAY, at 3 p.m. for Church of England Cemetery, Wollongong.


	H. PARSONS, Undertaker


OXMAN—The Officers and Brethren of the GRAND UNITED ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS, Star of the South Branch, are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their late BRO. HARRY OXMAN; to leave his late residence, Keiraville, THIS DAY, THURSDAY, at 3 p.m., for the Church of England Cemetery, Wollongong.


J.H. BABIDGE, Secretary





OXMAN—The Officers and Brethren of the P.A.F.S. of A., No. 39, are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their late BROTHER, HARRY OXMAN; to leave his residence, Keiraville, THIS DAY, THURSDAY, at 3 p.m. for the Church of England Cemetery, Wollongong.


			T. CLOWRY, W.M.


			T.W. NUTTALL, Secretary








Left to Right:


Joseph Lucock, George Oxman (sitting), John Henry (Harry) Oxman, Herbert Hercules (Bert) Murray (standing at rear)


Photos courtesy Peter Oxman, NSW, grandson of George Oxman








Five Australian Tunnellers shared pre- and post-war connections: (service number/Company number in brackets)





George Oxman (5798/3ATC) married Ethel M Shipp in 1906 – the sister of Sarah Shipp


John  Henry Oxman (5799/3ATC) married Grace McDonald in 1911


Maud Oxman married Herbert Hercules Murray (5790/3ATC) in 1914


Henrietta G Oxman married Joseph Lucock (3631/1ATC) in 1920


Thomas Edward Potter (5806/3ATC) married Sarah E. Shipp in 1922 – the sister of Ethel Shipp





George & John Oxman, Tom Potter and Herbert Murray all embarked on Ulysses on 25 October 1916.





John Oxman, Tom Potter and Herbert Murray all returned to Australia on Borda on 28 June 1919.  George was on Zealandia which left London on the same day as Borda and arrived in Sydney on 1 July 1919.





One can only imagine the reminisces at family gatherings.  All have descendants still living in Wollongong.





After the war George Oxman and Joseph Lucock returned to the mines.  Herbert Murray had a saw mill and timber business. 














John Henry Oxman died in 1922. 


Herbert Murray died in 1956.


Joseph Lucock died in 1960. 


Thomas Potter died in 1968.


George Oxman died in 1970.





George Oxman’s diary was donated to the Australian War Memorial by the family. (Collection ID: PR00712)


 �





L-R: William Hayman, Thomas Potter, George Oxman,


Front: unknown, John Henry Oxman, Bert Murray, unknown			    Seymour Camp 1916


Photo courtesy Balgownie Heritage School Museum			











