SAPPER OLAF OLSEN
225 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Copenhagen, Denmark was stated to be the birthplace about 1884 of Olaf Olsen.  He said he served a three year apprenticeship as a baker with P. Nelson Gelledge in Denmark.  He came to Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Armidale, New South Wales on 20 October, 1915 the single thirty-one year old baker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 80kgs (176lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-42cms (38-40ins).  Complexion was fair with good vision in his blue eyes and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religion was of Lutheran faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his uncle P. Jacobsen of Parisian Laundry, 34 Jersey Street, Paddington, Sydney.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance as a Danish subject the same day.
Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

Training took place at the Armidale Depot Camp continuing through to December, 1915.  
He became a naturalized Australian on 18 December, 1915.

After basic training he was allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps on 1 January, 1916 at Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 225.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

During November, 1916 the Company was working in Ballieul, Belgium on Little Gate Dugouts and Hill 60 Dugouts.  The Unit Diary of the Company states the following for November, 1916:

“7th
One man wounded” 

On 7 November, 1916 Sapper went to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering the effects of carbonic oxide gas poisoning and three days later moved to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with pyrexia (fever) and rejoined his unit on November 11.  Base Record advised his next-of-kin on 4 December, 1916 he had been classed as wounded and his address for correspondence was included. 

He went sick on 18 December, 1916 to the 6th London Field Ambulance with pyrexia and ten days later moved to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station with trench fever P.U.O. (pyrexia uncertain origin) and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital and admitted with trench fever.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.

On 17 January, 1917 was discharged to the No. 7 Convalescent Depot at Boulogne and on 8 February went to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.

Attached on 24 February, 1917 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion this was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper rejoined his unit on 12 March, 1917.

While on leave in England the following disciplinary action was taken:

Offence:
London W.O.A.S. AWL from 9 p.m. 23/8/17 till 9 p.m. 25/8/17

Award:

4 days F.P. No.2 [Field Punishment]


Total forfeiture:
7 day’s pay

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Service continued without incident and further leave was granted and taken from 3 February and rejoined his unit on February, 18, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was taken from 14 November and returned to duty on November 28, 1918.  While away on November 27 he went sick with Influenza to Headquarters London and sent to the 3rd Aust. Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  Discharged to furlough on 2 December, 1918 and to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on December 3 and marched in from Headquarters as ordered.

Sapper Olsen embarked for Australia on 9 February, 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 27 February that he was returning home.  The transport arrived in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 26 March, 1919 and those soldiers for Sydney (2nd Military District) left and arrived for a quarantine period.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 19 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For service for his country Sapper 225 Olaf Olsen, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (34041) and the Victory Medal (33597).

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his Service Records which were forwarded on 11 February, 1931.

From 1930 there is an Olaf Olsen residing at Nesbo, 13 Brickfield Street, Parramatta with the occupation of break-carter.

Olaf Olsen passed away suddenly in hospital on 9 November, 1950 aged 75 years.  (this person is the same age as the Olaf Olsen born in 1884 and was a baker.)  Notices were placed in the:

Parents are listed as Olaus and Matilda Olsen.  Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.
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Armidale Chronicle Saturday October 23, 1915:


RECRUITING NEWS


Of a dozen who came forward for medical examination on Wednesday, ten passed the test, as undermentioned: G.T. Faint (Kelly’s Plains), H.M. Taylor (Tamworth), F.W. Hulm (North Melbourne), J.H. Whitiana (Brisbane), H.B. Bates Torrington), A.H. Pengelly (Brisbane), O. Olsen (Sydney), W.A. Leslie (Coonabarabran), J. M’Minn (Wentworthville) and W. Chappelow (Sydney). 





Evening News Friday 4 April, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – ASCANIUS TROOPS LAND – 370 MEN WELCOMED


After a week in quarantine at North Head, the troops who arrived by the Ascanius were released this morning.  They were conveyed by the ferry steamer to Woolloomooloo Bay, where they were officially welcomed by the District Commandant Major-General Lew and other military officers.


Arrangements for disembarkation were efficiently carried out under the direction of Captain Dunn, Commander Ross and Captain Richardson.


The Red Cross motor cars were in readiness and as soon as the men stepped ashore they were conveyed to the Anzac Buffet, Domain.  A large gathering of relatives and friends gave free vent to the festivities, and after the reunion had been affected, with its many pathetic scenes the staff of the buffet, under Miss Evans, entertained the men to light refreshments.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday November 10, 1950:


DEATHS


OLSEN, Olaf.—November, 9 1950 (suddenly) in hospital, formerly of 13 Brickfield Street, Parramatta, aged 75 years.


FUNERALS


OLSEN.—The Relatives and Friends of the late OLAF OLSEN are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave the Parramatta Funeral Home, 22 Darcy Street, Parramatta, Tomorrow (Saturday) at 9.15 a.m. for Rookwood Crematorium.








