CORPORAL LESLIE THEODORE OLSEN

3343 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Mount Morgan, Queensland was the birthplace of Leslie Theodore Olsen about October 1894, son of Lauritz Tideman and Eleanor Rosena (nee Partridge) Olsen.  Military experience was three and a half years in the 3rd P.C.I.   He was residing at 51 Kent Street, Rockhampton and working as a Railway Porter in 1916.

The twenty-one year old applied to enlist with the Rockhampton Recruiting Officer on January 21, 1916 and passed the medical examination the same day.  Personal particulars recorded were height 173cms (5ft 8ins), weight 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  The Recruiting Officer accepted the application then completed Attestation Forms was sworn in on February 10, 1916.  Further details show he had a fair complexion with hazel eyes and fair hair.  Religion was Church of England and his father Lauritz Tideman Olsen of Marmor, Qld was nominated as next-of-kin.

Basic military training began on February 12, 1916 at the 11 Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld until March 21, 1916.  Home leave was taken.
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The Rockhampton Morning Bulletin dated Tuesday April 4, 1916 gave the following account of a farewell to enlistees from Marmor, Qld:

Returning to the 1st Military District as a member of the No 4 Tunnelling Corps went to Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW for further training until May 10, 1916.  Assigned the rank of Corporal and to the No 4 Company with the Regimental Number 3343. 

Further news of the Marmor boys was published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Monday April 17, 1916:

 Corporal Olsen as one of 1064 members of the Tunnelling Companies who embarked from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 aboard the transport HMAT A9 Warilda.  Their voyage sailed via Melbourne Vic, Fremantle, WA, then Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after a fifty-eight day pleasant journey docked at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1917.  They were detrained at Amesbury, Tidworth for further training at Perham Downs’ camp.

On Wednesday June 7, 1916 more news was reported in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin:


Proceeded to France on August 28, 1916 and marched in to the A.D.B.D. the next day.  Further integration was carried out and on September 30, 1916 was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

Corporal Olsen was taken to the 6 London Field Ambulance on January 13, 1917 suffering a contusion to his right wrist.  The following day transferred to 17 Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed by A.T. 18 to Calais.  On January 18 evacuated to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen and admitted the next day to Norfolk War Hospital, Thorpe, Norwich diagnosed with contused wrist, slight.

In his report of January 23, 1917 the Officer Commanding the Company reported Corporal was injured accidentally.  Injury occurred while engaged in carrying supplies to trenches.  Injury was serious.  Soldier not to blame.  Compound fracture bones forearm.  Injury serious and all probability will interfere with his future efficiency as a soldier.  O.C. certified that soldier was performing military duty at the time fractured and was in no way to blame.

His next-of-kin was notified on January 27, 1917 of his injury and the hospital and address where to contact their son.

An urgent telegram was sent to Base Records on February 8, 1917.  It reads:

A lettergram reply the following day reads:


Corporal Olsen was discharged from hospital on March 24, 1917 to furlough.  On April 16, 1917 was sent to No 4 Command Depot, Wareham, Eng to be treated with massage.  From No 4 & 5 Camp at Perham Downs he left on May 9, 1917 to proceed overseas via Folkstone, Eng to return to France.  Marched in to A.G.B.D., Etaples and rejoined his unit on May 17, 1917.


A letter home was published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Saturday October 6, 1917:


Admitted to the 98 Field Ambulance overnight due to treatment for Dental Caries on November 5-6, 1917 and returned to duty the following day.

The Rockhampton Morning Bulletin published Mrs H.G. Wheeler’s weekly letter from London where she coordinated the Central Queensland Comforts Fund and advised families in the district with news of their husbands, sons or brothers.  She wrote:

Corporal was noted still with his unit on July 17, 1918.

On September 28, 1918 leave was taken until October 14, 1918.

Further mentions in Mrs Wheeler’s letters appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin:


Rehabilitation work commenced after the Armistice and continued for several months.  On February 12, 1919 his unit marched out to the A.G.B.D. in preparation to return to Australia.  It left France on February 24, 1919 and marched in to the Command Depot at Parkhouse, Eng at No 3 camp.  On March 3, 1919 marched out to R.B.A.A. Command Camp at Heytesbury for their embarkation date.

The Corporal departed on April 20, 1919 on the ship H.T. Boonah to return to Australia.  His next-of-kin was notified of his departure on May 23, 1919.  

Arrived in the 3rd Military District (Vic) on June 8, 1918 and he was transhipped to Sardinia for the voyage to the 2nd M.D (NSW) disembarking on June 11, 1919.  Final arrival in port in the 1st M.D. (Qld) was on June 14, 1919.

At the 6 Aust. General Hospital a Medical Report was taken before demobilisation was recommended which states:



Sprained Wrist Jan 17.  No disability.



Sgd:  L.T. Olsen.

Discharge took place in 1st M.D. (Qld) on July 29, 1919.

The British War Medal (17080) and the Victory Medal (16683) were awarded to Corporal 3343 Leslie Theodore Olsen of 1st Tunnelling Company for answering his Country’s Call.

He returned to his pre-war work of Railway Porter and lived at 57 Kent Street, Rockhampton until he married Veronica Isabel O’Malley in 1921.  

His occupation remained as a Railway Employee and they were living at 68 Denison Street, Rockhampton in 1936 but moved the following year to Park Street, Park Avenue, Rockhampton, Queensland.  
Veronica Olsen died in 1938.  He remarried Violet Evelyn and they had a family.  Mrs Olsen predeceased him aged 66 years on June 4, 1973.

He attained the age of 84 years and his funeral announcement appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Monday January 22, 1979:


Their monument is in the Salvation Army and Other Religions’ sector, Compartment 28, Section 3 at Grave number 14 in the North Rockhampton Cemetery, Central Queensland.


His brother 3344 SAPPER CHARLES CHRISTIAN OLSEN also served in the 1st Tunnelling Company.
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MARMOR


MARMOR March 30


A big send-off was given on Saturday evening last in Rattenbury’s Hall.  The attendance was a record one, the hall being crowded in every part with numbers congregated outside.  The occasion was in honour of Corporal Olsen, Privates C.C. Olsen, W.G.R. Atwell, P.C. Hennessey and J. Scott who have responded to the call of King and Country.  They all enlisted in the Mining Corps and have gone to Sydney for training.


A meeting was held on Friday evening at knock-off time and it was decided to open a list and canvass the town for subscriptions.  Messrs J.G. Breen and E.C. Crawford were deputed to see the whole thing through.  The result of the canvass was £15 ($30).  Mr Crawford travelled to Rockhampton on Saturday morning when he procured five solid gold band rings and had them suitably engraved.  During the evening, dance and song went merrily from eight o’clock until twelve.  In an interval Mr S. Evans was called upon to present the rings to the boys, which he did with a most sympathetic speech.  Mr E.T. Sharkey suitably responded for the boys, when he said the lads have more fight than words about them.  Thanks are due to all for their contributions in many and kind.   Mr L. and Mrs Rattenbury for the free use of the hall, for sandwiches and all necessaries.


The subscribers provided tea, coffee and cake and there was a band of willing workers.  Misses Kroon, E. Jones (Bajool), Bunt, and Messrs S. Kroon and W. Horan supplied the music.  Mr G. Breen acted as master of ceremonies.


Another evening in honour of our soldier boys, Private P.J. Hennessey is the eldest son of Mrs Maher.  There was again a large crowd present.  At the Railway station on Monday a large crowd gathered to bid the lad goodbye.  Thanks are due to Mr and Mrs Curtain of the Railway Hotel who have shown every kindness to the above while here on leave.                                                          Abridged.                                                                                                                    





MARMOR


A long and interesting letter has been received by Miss Olsen from her brother Corporal Leslie Olsen from Rosebury Park, Sydney.  Private John Scott has been promoted to Sergeant.  He mentioned that all lads were well.  Our lads five in number are in No 4 tunnelling corps.





MARMOR


MARMOR May 29, 1916


Mr V.T. Olsen returned from Sydney on the 17th and brings good news of our lads, who enlisted in the Mining Corps.  They are in the pink of condition and full of courage.  Mr J.P. Mitchell for many years officer in charge for the Mt Morgan Company here and Mrs Mitchell are now resident in Sydney.  They had not forgotten their old home, Marmor, and the boys as they had them at their home and entertained them, and gave them dinner in their honour.  Also Misses McKenna old residents of our little town had the boys at their home on Hunters Hill for a musical evening.  I just now learn from Miss Olsen that the five lads above referred to have sailed today for the front.                     Abridged.





Marmor, Qld


		Base Records   Melbourne





			Please advise particulars of L T Olsen reported died of illness this mornings 


			daily papers





					A Olsen.





A Olsen Marmor Q’land





Only report received Sapper Leslie Theodore Olsen is admitted nineteenth January Norfolk War Hospital contused wrist mild.  Will promptly advise anything further received.


		Base Records


		  9/2/17





PRIVATE L. OLSEN


Private L. Olsen who is a member of the tunnelling corps in France, writing Mr D. Berrie says:  





“I have been back in France about six weeks.  It was very hard to take to at first after having a good spell: but I soon got used to it again and forgot all about ‘Blighty’.


While I was on furlough I met quite a number of Rockhampton boys, and I can assure you that it was good to have a chat about the dear old place where I had many a good time.  I called on Mrs Wheeler while I was in London.  My word she is doing a great deal for Central Queenslanders.  They have a lot of thank her for.  I expect that you have read a great deal about the mine that went up in the last advance.  I was quite close to one when it went up.  I thought the earth was going to open and swallow us all up ; but I would not have missed it for the world.


It was a most beautiful sight.  The only thing that I was sorry for was that old Kaiser Bill did not go up with it.  He would have a bonsor joy ride”.





Friday April 5, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler


3343 Sapper L. Olsen wrote on the 14th December.  He is in the best of health except for the cold which he says is favourable in France just now.  His brother is going to Australia for six months he says.





April 26, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler


L.T. Olsen has heard from his brother who is on his way back to Australia.  He is keeping well. 





Saturday July 20, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 10/5/18


3343 L. Olsen is well and has received his money.  He wrote on 30th April.








Tuesday November 19, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 9/8/18


L.T. Olsen has also had influenza but only slightly.  He says they have been in the line three weeks and there is no sign of a rest yet.





Thursday November 21, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 20/8/18


L.S. Olsen also received his money.  He says they are going back for a rest soon and he expects leave also, so it will be useful.  He had had a card from Walter Gardiner who was wounded on July 4 is getting on splendidly.





FUNERAL NOTICES


OLSEN, Leslie Theodore—The Relatives and Friends of Bernie Olsen, Fay and Harry Voegelin, Marcus and Heidi, Mavis and Randall Birse and Michael, The Olsen and Lange Families are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather, Uncle and Relative, the Late MR LESLIE THEODORE OLSEN of No. 58 Park Street, to move from the Hartley Memorial Uniting Church, Archer Street, THIS (Monday) FORENOON, after Services commencing at 10 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER & NANKERVILL


Funeral Directors


Phones 21478, 21616








