TEMPORARY SERGEANT OSCAR EDMUND OELMAN
7126 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Oscar Edmund Oelmann was born about 1891 in Bendigo, Victoria the son of Frederick and Matilda (nee Hochstein) Oelmann.  He was educated at the Violet Street School and the following results were published in the:

His father passed away in 1905 with his obituary published in the:

He followed his brothers to the goldfields of Western Australia and appears to have been working in the Meekatharra district at the time he took ill which was reported in the:
At the recruiting depot in Boulder on 19 September, 1916 the twenty-eight year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show the single man was residing at No. 1 Burt Street, Boulder City and was 182cms (6ft ½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 103cms (40½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer on 24 September, 1916 at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie.
Attestation forms were completed describing him further as weighing 79.5kgs (175lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-103cms (38-40½ins) and had a fair complexion and reddish hair.  His blue eyes passed the eye test with fair vision in both eyes.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religious faith was Church of England and had served three years with the cadets in Victoria.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Matilda Oelman of 72 Webster Street, Bendigo, Vic.  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” the same day.
Basic training commenced at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 25 September, 1916 with the 18th Reinforcements to the 28th Battalion until 30 November.  On 1 December he was allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements for further training to 11 January, 1917.  On January 19 he was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria assigned to the February Reinforcements until 28 February then was placed with the reinforcement to the Tunnelling Companies until 10 May, 1917.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7126.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted by military authorities to be lodged with his mother Matilda Oelman of 75 Webster Street, Bendigo, Vic.  He was appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal for the voyage only.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  
Sapper Oelman left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel on June 21.  While there the following took place:


Offence:
Capetown 21/6/17 Absent without leave from 4.30 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Award:

7 day’s C.B. by Acting Brig-General Wollam 23/6/17

Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay under RW

Another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the men marched into Nos 1 & 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
Further disciplinary action was taken for the following at Parkhouse:


Offence:
A.W.L. from 2400 hrs 16/8/17 to 1230 hrs 17/8/17


Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Major E. Lewis 17/7/17

Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  On 5 September he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 31 October, 1917 and taken on strength on 2 November.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for his overseas service.

He proceeded on leave on 27 February, 1918 and rejoined his unit on March 16.

Went sick on 6 June, 1918 to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and sent to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station the next day.  From there was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.79 on 9 June and admitted to the 16th General Hospital at Le Treport a day later.
On June 21 was transferred to Aust Convalescent Depot at Havre remaining until 6 July when discharged to the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles.  Four days later marched out to rejoin his unit arriving on July 14.

The following extract comes from the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:

“RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PERSONNEL for TUNNELLING COY ITALIAN FRONT

16/8/18


2/Lt C.R. MACKENZIE
Mine Manager

15 years’ experience with all classes of machine drills
Lieut F.H. Hooper        Underground      “

  5
“

“

2709A Sgt L.G. Howe DCM

    

20
“

“

779A Sgt H.V. Garland M.M. 


  
  7
“

“

2707    Sgt F.B. Daniel




10
“

“

  582     Sgt H.G. Forrest



15
“

“

  691
Cpl G.H. Savage



20
“

“

  858
Cpl H.R. Taylor



 
  8
“

“

  724  2/Cpl G.T. Wall




20
“

“

5304  2/Cpl W. Carmen



 
  8
“

“

7126 L/Cpl O.E. Oelman



15
“

“

  642 L/Cpl A. McDowell



14
“

“

Practically the whole of the personnel of this is specially qualified for hard rock mining either hand or machine work.”
Base Records advised his mother of the wounding of his brother and his hospitalisation which was reported in the: 

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their areas by defusing booby traps and delayed action mines from roads and bridges left by the enemy.
Leave to the United Kingdom was granted from 15 February, 1919 and he returned to his unit on 3 March.

On March 30, 1919 he was promoted to Temporary Second Corporal due to 2/Corporal Wall returning to Australia.  Later that day was to be Temporary Corporal as Corporal Wookey also was returning home.  On 19 April a promotion to Temporary Sergeant was granted due to Sergeant Riggs leaving France.
Temp/Sergeant Oleman marched out to return to Australia on 23 May, 1919 to the 2nd Aust. Base Depot at Havre and crossed the English Channel on May 30 marching in to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

After demobilisation he embarked for Australia on 5 July, 1919 on H.T. Port Melbourne.  Base Records notified his mother on 23 July that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Adelaide (4th Military District) on 18 August, 1919 and the arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 19 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His address later that year was care of Martin’s, Graham Street, Wonthaggi, Vic working as a miner.
The British War Medal (64990) and the Victory Medal (62713) was issued to 7126 Oscar Edmund Oelman, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1922 the following was reported in the:

The Victory Medal was unclaimed at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent on 18 May, 1923 to his last known address – Lawlers, W.A.  The medal was forwarded by registered post to the soldier on 29 January, 1924 but returned on 12 January, 1926.  It was again posted on 25 January, 1926 and receipted by him on 28 January, 1926.
He was registered in 1926 as a constable at the Police Station, Queenscliff.  The following was recorded in the:

By 1928 he was at 621 Bourke Street, Melbourne still working as a constable.

An advertisement was placed for him in the:
In 1931 he was a labourer residing at 14 Ingles Street, Port Melbourne and in 1936 was at 100 Gladstone Street, Emerald Hill with the occupation of miner.  During 1937 he was at 116 Bay Street, Port Melbourne then 16 Nelson Street, South Melbourne as a labourer.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department from Base Records and was forwarded on 18 March, 1938.

He remained at the Nelson Street address until 1963 when it became 153 Nelson Street, South Melbourne and he was a cleaner.
Oscar Edmund Oelman passed away in 1966 aged 75 years with his death registered at Heidelberg, Vic.
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Bendigo Advertiser Saturday November 26, 1898:


VIOLET-STREET AND IRONBARK SCHOOLS


ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES


UPPER II CLASS.—Mental arithmetic—Oscar Oelmann.				Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Saturday August 26, 1905:


OBITUARY


The news of the death of Mr Frederick Oelmann, at the age of 69 years, will be learned with regret by his many friends.  The sad event took place at his residence, Webster-street.  He was latterly a great sufferer from chronic bronchitis.  Fifty years ago he came to this colony at the age of 20 years.  He leaves a widow and family of five sons and two daughters, Messrs F., C. and T. Oelmann, of W.A. and Messrs G. and O. Oelmann, of Bendigo and Mrs C. Bennetts and Mrs J. Richards of Bendigo.  The funeral will take place at 3 o’clock on Sunday, to the Bendigo cemetery.





Meekatharra Miner Saturday January 4, 1913:


GENERAL NEWS


There are two cases of fever in the local hospital, the sufferers being Oscar Oelmann and James (Major) Taylor.  Oelmann’s attack was not of a severe nature, but Taylor’s case is more serious.





Bendigonian Thursday September 19, 1918:


NEWS OF SOLDIERS


Mrs M. Oelmann, 75 Webster-street, has received word from the Defence Department that her son, Private George Oelmann, has been wounded (second occasion).  Private George Oelmann has been three years on active service and was badly wounded in 1915.  Another son, Sapper Oscar Oelmann, is at present in hospital in England, suffering from trench fever.





Port Adelaide News Friday August 22, 1919:


PORT MELBOURNE’S TROOPS LANDED


The troopship Port Melbourne arrived at the Outer Harbor Wharf at 11.15 p.m. on Monday with two officers and 220 men of other ranks for South Australia.  The men had a rough landing, as the crowd broke through the barriers and swarmed around the gangway.  The landing of the men at the Outer Harbor had quite a different aspect to arrivals overland by train.  At the Harbor the waiting crowd is heavily reinforced by persons who are present merely sight-seeing and having no direct interest in the men landing.  In addition, they all have to reach the wharf by means of one narrow gangway.  The barriers, therefore have not only been installed at the wharf as means of controlling and protecting the many friends and relatives of the returning soldiers who are waiting their arrival, but also for the comfortable landing of the soldiers.


A number of persons pulled the barriers clear then crushed them down on to the naval guard, and, leaping over them swarmed the wharf.  The guards then joined hands, forming a narrow passage for the men to reach the wharf, but the crowd had charge of the proceedings and hampered even this moderate arrangement.


The Y.M.C.A. Army Department distributed refreshments and cigarette cases to the soldiers.  The Semaphore Cheer-up Society distributed welcome home souvenirs and also provided refreshment for the guards.	


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday March 23, 1922:


BODY IN A WELL


Perth, March 22.


On February 25 Oscar E. Oelmann informed the Lawlers police that his brother Carl was missing from his camp. To-day the body of the missing man was found in an old well at the rear of the Great Eastern Hotel, Lawlers.





Age Friday December 24, 1926:


CONSTABLE KICKED IN FACE


LENIENT PENALT IMPOSED


Albert Foster, 45 years, labourer, was charged at Collingwood court yesterday with drunkenness and with having assaulted Constable Oelmann.


The constable stated that at 4.20 p.m. the previous day he was in Victoria-street and saw defendant, who was in a drunken state.  When spoken to be threatened to kick witness.  On being taken into custody he struggled violently and considerable difficulty was experienced in effecting his arrest.  The conflict continued at the watch house, where defendant kicked him violently in the face.


Senior-constable De La Rue said defendant had to be carried into the lock up and laid on the floor.  He continued to struggle and kicked the constable.


On the first charge defendant was fined £1, in default seven days’ imprisonment, and on the second £2, in default fourteen days’ imprisonment.





Age Tuesday December 30, 1930:


MISSING FRIENDS


OSCAR Oelman.-Call for letter The Age Office; urgent. R.E.C.








