SAPPER JOHN PATRICK O’ROURKE
7730 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Clunes, Victoria was the birthplace of John (Jack) Patrick O’Rourke in 1875 the son of Patrick and Ann (nee McKernon) O’Rourke.  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and was working at the West Boulder Lease, Fimiston in 1916.
At the recruiting depot in Boulder on 22 March, 1917 the forty-one year old single mill hand applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was 1030 West Boulder Lease, Post Office, Fimiston.  He was 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and good physical development.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as weighing 76.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-97cms (35½-38ins) and had a dark complexion with grey hair. His blue eyes passed the eye test with fair vision in both eyes.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Eliza Ryan of Goornong, via Bendigo, Victoria and nominated two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He sign and swore Allegiance the next day in Kalgoorlie.
Basic training commenced on 27 March, 1917 with the D3 Depot Battalion until May 2 when transferred to the Xth Depot Battalion.  On 16 May was allotted to the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies at their training camp in Seymour, Victoria joining the April Reinforcements.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his sister Eliza Ryan at Grant Street, Goornong, Vic.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7730.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following while there:



Offence:
Absent without Leave 2400hrs 29/10/17 to 1500hrs 30/10/17



Award:

1 day’s pay R.W. by Lt Williamson 1/11/17
The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on 14 November, 1917 arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  On November 20 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  Four days later was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion and returned to the Entrenching Battalion on 13 December.

Sapper was attached on 12 February, 1918 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.   The Unit Diary for that day recorded the following:

“12/2/18
15 Reinfts marched in ex 1st Anzac Corps Reinf. Depot.”

He was taken on strength with the company on February 28, 1918.

He went sick to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance on 22 May, 1918 suffering from myalgia (muscular pain) and moved three days later to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  On May 27 was admitted to the 22nd General Hospital at Camiers and appeared before the 3rd Medical Board Depot on May 30 who decided to have him transferred to Base details in Havre and left for there on June 5, 1918.  

Sapper was transferred to England on 18 June, 1918 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth arriving the following day.

He appeared before the Medical Board on 24 June and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
Myalgia


Date of disability}:
Pre-existing


Place of disability}:
Pre-existing


Essential facts:
Has had pains in back and legs for 10 to 12 years and 7/12 when in France




Boarded Biii at Havre – Myalgia


Caused by:

Not due to service – aggravated by climate – and not constitutional


Present condition:
Pains in back and legs.  Contra-vascular changes


Other disabilities:
Aged 44 Muscular Rheumatism

Degree:

20% disablement


Finding:

Permanently unfit fit general service and temporarily unfit for home service


Classification:

Cii dated 28/6/18


Approved:

5/7/8

Sapper O’Rourke embarked for Australia on 21 July, 1918 from Avonmouth, England on the S.S. Boonah.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  A medical notation during the voyage stated no change in his condition.   Base Records advised his sister on 9 August that he was returning home.  
His name was among those listed returning in the:

The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on 9 September, 1918.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

He was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle on September 9 for assessment on Rheumatism (lumbar and sciatic).  Medical Board reported the following:



Rheumatism (lumbar and sciatic) origin prior to enlistment



Pain and stiffness worse in cold and wet weather



Does not desire further treatment.  Desires discharge.



Incapacity for ½ for six months R.M.S.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:

Offence:
No. 8 A.G.H. Overstaying his pass from 10 a.m. 10/9/18 to 9.45 a.m. 12/9/18

Award:
Admonished and forfeits three day’s pay 12/9/18

Discharge was to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers on 12 September, 1918 at the Details camp at Karrakatta.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 26 September, 1918 as medically unfit.

From 1919 to 1921 his address was 36 James Street, East Perth with the occupation of miner.  In 1922 he was residing at Hardey’s Boarding House, 32 Boulder Road, Military Inst. Kalgoorlie.

Sapper 7730 John Patrick O’Rourke, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (20059) and the Victory Medal (19181) for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was sent to his care of his last known address of next-of-kin on 22 October, 1924.

John (Jack) Patrick O’Rourke passed away on 15 October, 1928 aged 53 years.  Announcements were published in the:

His grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth within section GA in gravesite no. 211.

A year later the following was placed in the:
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Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday August 27, 1918:


RETURNING SICK AND WOUNDED – LIST “T”


		Spr J.P. O’Rourke							Article abridged





West Australian Tuesday September 10, 1918:


INVALIDED SOLDIERS – ARRIVAL OF LIST T


A big batch of wounded and sick soldiers, comprising list T. arrived at Fremantle yesterday, and during the afternoon were taken to the Base Hospital.  Western Australians numbered 136, of which were two cot cases.  Another batch expected to reach Fremantle on Friday.





West Australian Tuesday October 16, 1928:


FUNERAL NOTICES


O’ROURKE.—The Friends of the late Mr John Patrick (Jack) O’Rourke, of the Water Supply Department, Perth late of the 2nd Tunnellers Corps, A.I.F., are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave Messrs Bowra and O’Dea’s Private Mortuary, 195 Pier-street, Perth, at 1.45 o’clock.  THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON, per road.   Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 2.5 p.m. train leaving Perth.


BOWRA and O’DEA, Undertakers,


196 Pier-Street, Perth


COASTAL AND GOLDFIELDS WATER, SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE EMPLOYEE’S UNION


O’ROURKE.—Members of the above Union are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of our late comrade, Mr John Patrick (Jack) O’Rourke, which is appointed to leave Messrs Bowra and O’Dea’s Private Mortuary, 196 Pier-street, Perth, at 1.45 o’clock THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON for Karrakatta Cemetery.  Members are requested to proceed by the 2.5 p.m. train leaving Perth.


								GEO. C. KERR, Secretary, Trades Hall, Perth.





West Australian Friday October 19, 1928:


DEATHS


O’ROURKE.—On October 15, at Perth (suddenly), result of accident, John Patrick (Jack) O’Rourke, late of Clunes and Boulder, dear nephew of Mr and Mrs H. Purdy, Inglewood.  One of the best.





West Australian Tuesday October 15, 1929:


IN MEMORIAM


O’ROURKE.—In loving memory of John Patrick (Jock) O’Rourke, our dear nephew, who died October 15, 1928, R.I.P.


     Inserted by his aunt and uncle, L. and H. Purdy.








