SAPPER ROBERT VALENTINE O’LONERGAN
4873 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Robert Valentine O’Lonergan was born in Mackay, Queensland on 25 February, 1897 the son of Edward and Isabella (nee Ansell) O’Lonergan.  His parents moved to Warwick, Queensland.  Military experience was gained from six months with B Company, 11th Infantry, Warwick.

At the recruiting depot in Warwick, on 31 December, 1915 the eighteen-year-old single grocer’s assistant applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed describing him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 54.7kgs (120½lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-87cms (33¼-34¼ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Isabella O’Lonergan of Grafton Street, Warwick, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken on January 3, 1916.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp, Brisbane from 3 January, 1916 to 15 March then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

Early in May, 1916 the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Queensland aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 4873 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops before their departure which was covered by the:

[bookmark: _Hlk45711993]Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:
THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK
“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.

Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.

Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.

One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.

At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs., departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.  

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the following day.

On 16 October, 1916 Sapper marched out of the Aust Reinforcements camp being assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Was attached on 26 October, 1916 to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company until 2 December, 1916 then attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working in the field on Hill 60 dugouts and Little Gate dugouts in the Bailleul district.

His service continued without incident and the Company were working on road repairs, spreading gravel, renewing pave & maintenance to all allocated roads to assist the Infantry.  

On 18 September, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action receiving a gunshot wound to his right leg and taken to the 6th Field Ambulance moving to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station a day later.  Conveyed on Ambulance train no.53 on September 20 to Boulogne was admitted to the 55th General Hospital.  On 23 September was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Andrew entering the County of Middlesex Military Hospital at Napsbury the same day.  

Base Records advised his mother on 1 October, 1917 that he had been reported wounded in action suffering a gunshot wound to his right leg (severe) and again the same day notified he had been admitted to hospital in England.  His address for correspondence would also have been included.

On 6 October was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until discharged on 5 November, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth then was sent to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on November 26.

His name appeared in the local casualty list published in the:

Toowoomba Chronicle Friday October 19, 1917:
THE QUEENSLANDERS DO THEIR SHARE – ROLL OF HONOR
In all 896 fresh names were included in Casualty List No. 312, issued from the Censor’s Office this morning.  The summary being as follows:
WOUNDED:	Sapper Robert Valentine O’Lonergan, Warwick (sev.)			Article abridged

His mother was advised from Base Records on 6 November, 1917 that he was improving.

Sapper marched out on 8 January, 1918 to the Overseas Training Depot at Deverill until proceeding to France on 30 January, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  He re-joined his unit on 4 February, 1918.

Sapper was taken on strength with the company on 7 April, 1918.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 6 December, 1918 commenced leave from France returning to his unit on Christmas Day, 1918.  

Disciplinary action was taken for the following on his return:
		Crime:		While on active service AWL from 0630hrs 21/12/18 to 0630hrs 22/12/18
		Award:		1 day’s pay by C.O. 1st Tunnelling Company on 26/12/18

Later that day went sick to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station with a social disease before being transported on Ambulance Train no.14 and admitted to the 2nd Native Labour General Hospital in Pont de Bruges.  On 25 February, 1919 was conveyed to England on the ship Golden Eagle and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for further treatment.  On 23 March, 1919 after 88 days curative care was awaiting disposal then sent on March 24 to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse.

After demobilisation Sapper O’Lonergan embarked for Australia on board H.T. Boonah on 20 April, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 22 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919 with soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland being transhipped.  News of their impending arrival was published in the:
Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:
DISEMBARKING TOMORROW
The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.
Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


The Queenslanders travelled on the troopship Sardinia to Sydney then entrained for Brisbane.  Arrangements for their arrival were reported in the:
The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919
FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY - SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS
Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.


 Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He returned to Grafton Street, Warwick in 1919 with his occupation listed as a grocer.  

The British War Medal (17079) and the Victory Medal (16682) were issued to Sapper 4873 Robert Valentine O’Lonergan, 1st Tunnelling Company to wear for serving his country.

He was listed at St Bartholomew’s, Hume Street, Toowoomba working as a grocer in 1925 then changed to Palmers, corner of Hume and Thomas Streets Toowoomba.  

He married on 15 September, 1931 to Bridget Dalton and spent time soon after in Brisbane as reported in the:  
Week (Brisbane) Wednesday September 23, 1931:
IN THE SOCIAL CIRCLE
Among the guests at the Canberra Hotel are Mr and Mrs R.V. O’Lonergan (Toowoomba)	           Article abridged


Property was purchased and reported in the:
Toowoomba Chronicle and Darling Downs Gazette Saturday November 12, 1932:
PROPERTY SALES
Queensland Trustees Estate E.K. Lamb, allotments to R.V. O’Lonergan, Esq., and Mrs Patrick Curtis.
											Article abridged


They were listed at 2 Gore Street, Toowoomba from 1936 with his occupation as shop assistant.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records which was duly forwarded on 13 September, 1950.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Robert Valentine O’Lonergan passed away on 7 February, 1971 aged 73 years.  Interment took place in the Roman Catholic Lawn 2 portion of Drayton & Toowoomba Cemetery within section 5 in grave no. 49.

Mrs Bridget O’Lonergan died on 23 August, 1984.

Their plaque in Drayton & Toowoomba Lawn 2 Cemetery
Photo sourced from the Cemetery’s website

























© Donna Baldey 2020
www.tunnellers.net
image1.jpg




image2.jpeg




