SAPPER JAMES KEMP O’HANLON
4435 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
James (Jim) Kemp O’Hanlon stated he was born in Maryborough, Queensland on 17 March, 1881 the son of James and Sarah (nee Foster) O’Hanlon.  He became a miner at Gympie.
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At the recruiting depot at Wilston, Brisbane on 22 April, 1902 the twenty-one-year-old unmarried miner applied to enlist for service in South Africa in the Boer War.  Declared medically fit his personal particulars taken were 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, with hazel eyes, fair complexion and brown hair and a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins).  Baptist was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father James O’Hanlon of Horseshoe Bend, Gympie, Qld.  At the same time, he signed before a Justice of the Peace the Oath of Allegiance to serve his Majesty the King.

Allotment was to the 7th Aust. Commonwealth Horse Regiment (Qld) in the rank of Private with the regimental number 86.  He was a member of “A Squadron, South Coastal District” and received less than a month’s basic training.  
The Regiment embarked from Pinkenba, Brisbane on 19 May, 1902 on the transport Custodian arriving at Durban, South Africa on 22 June.  
Peace had been declared and they did not proceed further than Newcastle, Natal.  
Six days later the troops re-embarked from Durban on the troopship Manchester Merchant arriving at Albany, Western Australia on July 18 and docked at the major ports of Adelaide, South Australia, Melbourne, Victoria and Sydney, New South Wales and finally to their home port of Brisbane on 2 August, 1902.  They were disbanded on 9 August, 1902.   As a Soldier of the King, he received the King’s South Africa Medal for his service.
In 1903 he was listed working as a labourer at the Kalgurli Lease, near Boulder, Western Australia.  
He married on 5 February, 1908 to Elizabeth Ellen Jones in Boulder with their address two years later at the West Boulder Lease with the occupation of tool sharpener.
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He became a hotel-keeper at the Boulder Block Hotel in Fimiston with the announcement appearing in the:

That partnership dissolved and another commenced with arrangements published in the:
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At the Senior Cadets Depot (Area 84) in Kalgoorlie, the thirty-five-year-old married hotel-keeper and tool-smith from Boulder applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 26 March, 1916.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-95cms (35-37½ins) with a ruddy complexion and good vision in his hazel eyes and brown hair.  His was of the Baptist faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Elizabeth Ellen O’Hanlon of Post Office, Fimiston, W.A. and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed at Blackboy Hill, near Perth on March 28.
Basic training commenced the same day with the 54th Depot Battalion until 16 April, 1916.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.   O’Hanlon was allotted on April 16 in the rank of Sapper with the regimental no. 4435.  

The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Earlier in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.R.’s.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.R.’s); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.R.’s with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.R.’s. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.R.’s along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.R.’s entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs’ camp.
The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 22 September, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot four days later.

On 18 October he joined from Base the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

He was attached on October 26 to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company and on 31 January, 1917 taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were working at Hill 70 in the Loos district.  In the After War Report of the Company the following was reported from their Unit Diary: 

“During the month of January, 1917, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen feet (1915 feet) of 6’ x 3’ galleries were driven in all faces in the Hill 70 mining system under somewhat difficult conditions.  Bad ventilation and long tunnels prevented a natural flow of fresh air & forced ventilation by means of hand-power air pumps had to be resorted to.  Wet conditions also hampered work.”

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad on 1 June, 1917.

His service continued without illness or injury and was noted in an audit of the company on 16 April, 1918 to be still serving with his unit. 

The following appeared in the After War Report as follows:
“On 13/8/18, the following rifle team in charge of Lieut. J.B. Shaw, M.C. was detailed to proceed to the 1st Army Musketry School at Matringhem to compete in “B” Series Competitions at the rifle ranges to be held on 13th 14th and 15th.



Lieut. J.B. Shaw


1192 Cpl Taylor, J.          [1191]


6762 Spr. Brewer, J.R.   


7307 Spr. Emmett, H.


6631 Spr. Jones, W.E.A.


5784 Spr. Millane, J.A.


4435 Spr. O’Hanlow, J.K.  [O’Hanlon]

4481 Spr. Suiter, R.J. 



8004 Spr. Noble, N.M.”

Leave was granted and taken from 15 October, 1918 and re-joined his unit on October 29.  A few weeks later Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He went sick on 20 February, 1919 to the 57th Casualty Clearing Station suffering influenza and discharged to duty four days later re-joining his unit on February 27.

Orders were received on 27 March, 1919 to prepare for return to England and they departed from the Aust Infantry Base Depot on April 2 arriving at Codford and marching into No. 3 Group camp a day later.
After demobilisation Sapper O’Hanlon embarked for Australia on 1 June, 1919 on board H.T. Somali.  Base Records advised his wife on June 24 that he was on his way home.  His name was among those listed and published in the:

The transport docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 8 July, 1919 with their arrival reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 31 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  A few months later the following mining lease application went before the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court and reported in the:

The British War Medal (11218) and the Victory Medal (11187) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 4435 James Kemp O’Hanlon, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

In 1922 their address was Hainault Road, Fimiston with his occupation as a miner.  
A year later his name was in the list of minor accidents published in the:

In August, 1929 they were residing at 32 President Street, Kalgoorlie but they remained listed in Electoral Rolls at Hainault Road, Fimiston until 1936.

Further mining applications appeared in the Warden’s Court and published in the:

Interested in local affairs he nominated for the By-Election with the candidates published in the:


He was an applicant for the Workmen’s Inspectors’ Election receiving only 126 votes with results reported in the:

The Perth branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded on 29 August, 1939.

In 1943 they were retired at 252 Safety Bay Road, Safety Bay which was a southern suburb of Perth.  
A few years later he became an honorary life member of the Rockingham RSL Sub-branch with news appearing in the:

Further news about them appeared in the:

James Kemp O’Hanlon, late of Safety Bay, passed away on 25 July, 1954 aged 73 years.  Announcements and arrangements were published in the:
An Obituary also was published in the:


Cremation took place at the Karrakatta Crematorium and ashes placed in the Memorial Rose Garden 9G in position no. 12.
Mrs E. Ellen O’Hanlon died in 1971.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and contact kept between members from other states.
The following telegram was sent on 24 April, 1963 and passed on to the Secretary by Jim Hallinan:


© Donna Baldey 2021

www.tunnellers.net

86 Pte James Kemp O’Hanlon


7th Commonwealth Horse Rgt


Photo sourced from The Queenslander 31 May, 1902





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday December 17, 1915:


PUBLIC NOTICES


NOTICE is hereby given that the partnership heretofore subsisting between ARTHUR RAYMOND LUGG, and JOSEPHINE ELIZA LUGG, his wife, carrying on business as Hotelkeepers at the Boulder Block Hotel at Fimiston, has been Dissolved by mutual consent as from the 8th day of December, 1915.


All debts due and owing by the said late firm will be received and paid respectively by Arthur Raymond Lugg, who will continue to carry on the said business in partnership with JAMES KEMP O’HANLON, under the style of ‘LUGG & O’HANLON.”


	(Sgd.) ARTHUR R. LUGG.


	(Sgd.) JAMES K. O’HANLON.


(Sgd. J.E. LUGG. 


Witness (Sgd.) Thos. Caddy.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday January 13, 1916:


PUBLIC NOTICES


Notice IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE partnership HERETOFORE SUBSISTING BETWEEN Arthur Raymond Lugg and James Kemp O’Hanlon, carrying on Business as Hotel-keepers at the Boulder Block Hotel at Fimiston, has been DISSOLVED by Mutual Consent as from the 6th day of January, 1916.


All Debts due and owning by the said late Firm will be received and paid respectively by James Kemp O’Hanlon and William Cassidy, who will continue to carry on the said Business in Partnership, under the style of “O’Hanlon and Cassidy.”


	(Sgd.) ARTHUR R. LUGG.     


(Sgd.) J.K. O’HANLON     


(Sgd.) WILLIAM CASSIDY


Witness: (Sgd.) Reginald F. Cook, Solicitor, Kalgoorlie.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 27, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – THE SOMARI LIST


The following nominal roll of members of the Australia Imperial Force returning to Australia by the H.T. Somali was received yesterday from military headquarters, Perth.


	Spr. J.K. O’Hanlon.								


Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday July 15, 1919:


SOMALI TROOPS LANDED - ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Perth, July 8.


The transport Somali, with over 1300 W.A. troops on board arrived at Fremantle this morning.  This is easily the largest number of home troops that have yet disembarked at a W.A. port, and the coastal residents had resolved to give them a big reception.  On Sunday, however, it was announced that owing to the occurrence of several cases of mild influenza and other infectious diseases, the troops would be definitely quarantined for seven days, some at Fremantle and others at Albany.  As the result of this notification, not only were the reception ceremonies abandoned, but people from the country put off their proposed trip to meet their soldier relatives.





Then, at the last minute, it was decided to cancel the quarantine decision, and allow the men to land straight away.  The news quickly spread, and, despite drizzling rain, several thousand people had gathered on the wharves as the Somali came alongside, shortly before noon, to the accompaniment of great cheering and screeching of whistles.  When the men had all been landed, they formed into column, and marched through the streets, headed by the Blackboy Hill Band.  The streets were thronged with cheering crowds.  The officer commanding was Colonel C.H. Elliott, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Tasmania), who also wears the Legion of Honour, Colonel, H.B. Collet, C.M.G., D.S.O., West Australia, who was the original C.O. of the 28th Battalion, was aboard. 





The Minister for Health, Mr Colebatch, referring to the bungle in the arrangements, said: — “The statement of the Director of Quarantine that the State authorities insisted on quarantining the Somali because during the voyage there had been some cases of ordinary colds, sore throats, and mild fever on board, although the senior medical officer was prepared to sign a declaration that there had been no influenza or pneumonia during the voyage, is entirely contrary to the facts.  The State authorities have never suggested quarantining for ordinary colds, sore throats, or mild fever, and have always left it to the Federal authorities to say whether or not a vessel is infected with pneumonic influenza.





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday November 4, 1919:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


The following is a list of the applications, etc., to be dealt with by the Warden at to-day’s sitting of the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court.


No. 4649E, Chase, Feysville, William Richards, Charles Ernest Faulkner, James Kemp O’Hanlon and William Koetsveld; 										


Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday November 20, 1923:


MINOR ACCIDENTS


The following accidents were reported to the Mines Department recently:


J.K. O’Hanlon, miner, residing at Fimiston, whole working for Prideaux and party on the Great Boulder Perseverance, on the brace, slipped on a stone and injured his arm.  After treatment he was able to continue working.     										


Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday March 29, 1932:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


By Harvey Carpenter Taaffe, James Kemp O’Hanlon and Herbert Don for Prospecting Area No. 2700E, and A.T.M. No. 4E/1932, Mullingar. —Recommended for approval subject to several conditions.





Northern Times (Carnarvon) Thursday July 14, 1932:


KANOWNA BY-ELECTION


											Kalgoorlie, July 5.


Nine nominations have been received by the Eastern Goldfields District Council of the Australian Labor Party for the selection of a candidate for the by-election for the Brown Hill-Ivanhoe seat in the Legislative Assembly rendered necessary by the death of Mr J.T. Lutey, M.L.A.  The nominations are all from Boulder and Kalgoorlie residents and include Messrs H.M. Crocker, W.H. Hall, E. Heenan, R.W. Lutey, J.J. Lynch, F. C. McGrath, J.K. O’Hanlon, J. Oldsend, F.C Smith.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday August 1, 1936:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Workmen’s’ Inspectors’ Election. —Following are the progressive figures in connection with the election of two workmen’s inspectors of mines for the mining districts comprising North-East Coolgardie, East Coolgardie, Coolgardie, Broad Arrow, Dundas and Yilgarn goldfields, the poll for which was held on Tuesday last: J.K. O’Hanlon, 126;										


Article abridged





Southern Western Advertiser Friday October 10, 1947:


ROCKINGHAM R.S.L.’s NEW OFFICERS


Before the meeting closed.  Messrs Jim O’Hanlon and Geo. Gilmour were honored by being made honorary life members of the Sub-Branch in recognition of the splendid service they had rendered covering a number of years.  Both men feelingly thanked the officer and members for this very distinctive honor.





James Kemp O’Hanlon


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees – O’Hanlon 


and shared by pinklady42 on 18/3/2009





South Western Advertiser (Perth) Thursday July 27, 1950:


Hearty congratulations to Mr and Mrs Jim O’Hanlon who have joined the ranks of the great-grandparents. Well Done!





West Australian Tuesday July 27, 1954:


DEATHS


O’HANLON: On July 25, at his residence, 252 Safety Bay-road, Safety Bay, James Kemp O’Hanlon, dearly beloved husband of Ethel, loved father of Ruth, (Mrs H.R. Martin, Boulder) and Chris (Joondanna Heights), fond father-in-law of Harry and Lorna, loved grandfather of Dick and Shirley Martin and family, Christine and Chas. Hunter, Joan and Kay O’Hanlon; aged 73 years.  Peacefully sleeping.





FUNERAL NOTICES


O’HANLON: Boer War and 1st A.I.F. Veteran.  The Friends of the late Mr James Kemp O’Hanlon, of 252 Safety Bay Road, Safety Bay, are informed that a Methodist Cremation Service will b e conducted in the Crematorium Chapel, Karrakatta.  The unreal will leave our Chapel, 37 Adelaide-street, Fremantle, THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON at 3.15 o’clock arriving at the Crematorium at 3.45 o’clock


PROSSER SCOTT & CO 





O’HANLON: Safety Bay R.S.L.: The Members of the above Branch are requested to attend the Funeral of our late Comrade and esteemed stalwart, Mr Jim O’Hanlon.  For particulars see main notice.  


W.L. Hughes, President; A. Hoare, Secretary.





O’HANLON: Cottesloe Lodge, No. 30 I.O.O.F: The Officers and Brethren of the above Lodge are invited to attend the Funeral of our late Bro. James Kemp O’Hanlon.  For particulars see main notice.


A. Reid N.G; A.V. Smith Secretary.








Coastal Districts Star (Perth) Thursday July 29, 1954:


DEATH OF MR JAMES O’HANLON


Mr James Kemp O’Hanlon passed peacefully away at his residence last Sunday afternoon, and Safety Bay lost one of its best known, most sincerely loved and deeply respected citizens.


He was known to all, particularly earlier residents, as one of nature’s gentlemen, who retired from his activities on the goldfields to enjoy the environments of the district.


All organisations held him in the highest esteem.  His honorary services toward all concerned with the growth of the district and functions held in that connection will not be forgotten.  


Contd.





Continues


His love of children, and his work with and for them will long be remembered by those with whom he came in contact.


In recent years his activity was curtailed owing to gradual failing health, but the interest in affairs of the district generally was maintained.


Jim, as he was known by all, was one of the few honorary life members of the RSL in this State. As a veteran of the South African and 1914-18 wars, he maintained active interest in RSL matters.


His congenial company will be sadly missed by those who shared with him his respects and thoughts for others in the community.


Deepest and sincere sympathy is extended by all residents to the sorrowing widow and family.


Funeral took place at Karrakatta on Tuesday.





BOULDER WA 19 1.40P


	JIM HALLINAN


	29 HAMMERSMITH STREET


		HOMEBUSH   





BEST WISHES TO YOU AND MATES FOR HAPPY ANZAC REUNION.


                            ….  RUTH ELLEN MARTIN


Handwritten notation:


                            						Daughter of Jimmy O’Hanlon, 3rd Tunnelling Company








