SAPPER MICHAEL O’CONNOR

1113 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Michael was born on 7 June 1868 in Launceston, Tasmania, the son of William and Ellen (nee Mulcahey) Connor.  He married Catherine Kennedy on 2 October 1896 in Melbourne, Victoria.  Catherine was born in 1870, the daughter of Michael and Catherine (nee McMahon) Kennedy.  
Michael and Catherine O’Connor had four children: Eileen Veronica, born 30 November 1896; Florence Annie, born 13 January 1898; Mary May, born 26 August 1900 and died in 1901; and Michael Joseph, born 4 April 1902.
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Michael went to the goldfields of Western Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia on November 22, 1915 the widowed miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was care of the Post Office, Fimiston, Boulder, W.A. and deleted several birthdays to give his age as forty-three years.  

His brown eyes passed the eye test with good vision in his right eye and poor vision in the left one and had chest expansion of 79-87cms (31-34ins).  Doctor’s medical notation was his left testicle was undescended.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed which describe him further as weighing 57.2kgs (126lbs) and his religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Annie O’Connor of Post Office, Fimiston, Boulder, W.A., and later of Brunswick, Victoria.  He was sworn in the same day.
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Basic training commenced on November 26, 1915 with the Miners’ Corps. 


Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  

The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  

They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 


On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  O’Connor was assigned the regimental number 1113 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. 
On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No.3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training. Sapper O’Connor was assigned on May 13, 1916 to No.4 Section which was attached for duty with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
In the field 
(1) Disobedience of Orders given by Superior Officer 

(2) Insolence 7/6/16



Award:



(1) 7 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] 

(2) 7 days F.P. No. 2







on 21/6/16 by O.C. 3rd Tun. Coy

He went sick on November 25, 1916 to the 72nd Field Ambulance with Bronchitis remaining until December 1 when transferred to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  He was later admitted to the 1st Canadian General Hospital on December 12, for further treatment of Bronchitis.  Invalided to England on January 20, 1917 from Havre on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle he entered the following day the 3rd London General Hospital with Chronic Bronchitis (slight).  He was transferred on February 1, 1917 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.

On May 24, 1917 at Dartford he appeared before the medical board and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Bronchitis, age, debility and arteriosclerosis [disease where plaque builds up in the arteries and hardens them]



Age last birthday:
50 years



Origin of disability:
December, 1916



Place of disability:
France



Essential facts:
coughing, expectoration shortness of breath at times.  Voice always

fair.  No rheumatic trouble.  Complains of vague indigestion and in my opinion is suggestive of carcinoma.



Cause of disability:
Exposure



Due to:


Exposure on Active Service



Present condition:
Patient has lost weight 2 stone in about 4 months.  Is thin but fairly 




strong & wiry.  Chest clear.  Coughs when waking.



Disability:

Pre-existing



Recommendation:
Permanently unfit for general service but fit for home service.



Approved:

30/5/17 Dartford



Confirmed:

12/7/17 Verne camp from A.I.F. Headquarters  

Furlough was granted from June 18, 1917 and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on July 2, 1917.  He marched in as ordered to the Depot from furlough.

Sapper O’Connor embarked from Devonport, England on July 27, 1917 for discharge in Australia due to Bronchitis, debility and overage.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock on board the hired transport Demosthenes.  Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on August 22, 1917 that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on September 18, 1917 and he went to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle for assessment and treatment being overage with bronchitis and fibrosis of his lungs.  Medical notes read:

Overage 50 years.  Bronchitis.  Fibrosis of lungs. [Scarred or fibrous tissue in lungs] Do not consider that service has either caused or aggravated the condition.  General condition fair.  D.P.U   No incapacity. 21/9/17 

He was transferred to the Details Camp at Karrakatta, Perth on October 5, 1917 and Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on October 6, 1917 as medically unfit. 

In the Electoral Roll for 1917 there is a listing for Michael O’Connor at the Imperial Hotel, Boulder with the occupation of tributor.

Sapper 1113 Michael O’Connor, 3rd Tunnelling Company was entitled to wear the British War Medal (8194) and the Victory Medal (8159).

Michael O’Connor died at Richmond, Victoria on 30 July 1920.


Michael was buried at the Melbourne General Cemetery, Roman Catholic section, Compartment DD, grave 98.

Also in this grave is Catherine O’Connor, buried 4 August 1908 and Nora Kennedy buried 29 Nov 1903.  Honora Kennedy, born 15 December 1877, was a sister of Catherine.  She died on 27 November 1903.


The 1922 Electoral Rolls record Florence O’Connor, machinist, Eileen O’Connor, tailoress, and Annie O’Connor, home duties, living at 9 Montgomery Street, Richmond, Victoria, Michael’s address in the 1920 death notice.

Michael’s medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to the Medals Section of Base Records on September 30, 1924.  A letter was written to the ex-soldier at the last known address of his next-of-kin on October 22, 1924.
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with the assistance of Chris O’Connor

Addendum
Mr. G.A. Sykes mentioned in Catherine’s 1908 death notice above is George Albert (aka Alfred) Sykes who married Nellie O’Connor, Michael’s sister, in Victoria in 1906.
Children of Michael and Catherine O’Connor: 

Eileen Veronica b. 30 November 1896; 


Eileen married Francis Anthony Hylard (d. 1957) in 1927 in Victoria;

Eileen Veronica Hylard died 27 January 1972 at Box Hill, Victoria

Florence Annie b. 13 January 1898; 


Florence married Rupert Hamilton Walker (d. 1973) in 1922 in Victoria;

Florence Annie Walker died 1979 at Heidelberg, Victoria

Mary May b. 26 August 1900 – 1901 


Michael Joseph b. 4 April 1902:

Michael married Ellen Curtis in 1935 in Victoria;

Michael Joseph O’Connor died 29 May 1941 at sea - buried in Greece

VX35118 Gunner Michael Joseph O’Connor, 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery.  He died while defending the island of Crete against the German land and airborne invasion on 29 May 1941.  He was the son of Mr and Mrs Michael Joseph O'Connor, and the husband of Ellen O'Connor, of East Brunswick, Vic.  He is commemorated on the Athens Memorial Face 10.

He died at sea on 29 May 1941.  
Michael’s 1920 death notice records his siblings as Annie; Nell; Paddy; Ted; Mary; Will; Arthur; Harry and Dick. 

Michael’s brother Richard (Dick) O’Connor also served in WW1:
2177 PRIVATE RICHARD O’CONNOR enlisted at Broadmeadows, Victoria on 26 May 1915 and a medical examination at Seymour on 15 June found him to be ‘fit for active service’.  A Miner by trade, he named his brother William O’Connor of 108 Bathurst Street, Launceston, Tasmania.
Appointed to the 6th Reinforcements, 6th Battalion and embarked at Melbourne on 17 June 1915 on board HMAT A62 Wandilla.  At Anzac he was taken on strength of ‘B’Company, 6th Battalion on 7 August 1915
The 6th Battalion took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, as part of the second wave.  Ten days after the landing, the 2nd Brigade was transferred from ANZAC to Cape Helles to help in the attack on the village of Krithia.  The attack captured little ground but cost the brigade almost a third of its strength.  The Victorian battalions returned to ANZAC to help defend the beachhead, and in August the 2nd Brigade fought at the battle of Lone Pine.  The battalion served at ANZAC until the evacuation in December. 
Richard received a bomb wound on 4 October 1915.  The Unit Diary records: “October 1st to 31st:  Battalion was resting at Lemnos during this period – nothing to report.”

On 10 October the 15th Stationary Hospital at Mudros recorded that he was admitted with ‘GSW face & hand’.  On 18 October he was transferred to the Aquitania which sailed for England on 21 October.  Richard’s hand was operated on at sea and he was admitted to the Military Hospital, Winchester on 27 October when the voyage ended.

On 19 February 1916 he was taken on strength of the Australian Base Depot, England and embarked for Australia on 11 march on board Suevic, his records recording ‘Blind left eye’.  Richard disembarked in Australia on 22 April 1916, his records noting ‘Blindness left eye’.  He was discharged in Victoria on 25 July 1916 as medical unfit and was granted a War Pension of 6o shillings per fortnight from 6 September 1916, reduced to 55 shillings on 13 September 1917, then to 30 shillings per fortnight from 9 May 1918.
He was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, but it appears these were never collected and were returned to Depot in May 1923.

In March 1927 his service and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commissioner, Melbourne.

The Electoral Rolls of 1928 record Richard, labourer, living at 35 Michel Street, Preston, Victoria with his brother Edward, labourer, and Edwards’s wife Annie.
The Victorian BDM records that Edward O’Connor, son of William O’Connor and Ellen Mulcay, died in 1928. 

Edward O’Connor was buried on 20 August 1928 at the Fawkner Cemetery, Melbourne. 
In 1931 the Electoral Roll records Richard O’Connor, labourer, and Annie O’Connor living at 35 Michel Street, Preston, Victoria
The Victorian BDM records Richard O’Connor, son of William O’Connor and Ellen Mulcahey, died in 1931. 

Richard O’Connor was buried on 12 October 1931 at the Fawkner Cemetery, Melbourne.
Note: Bayliss Street, Preston – previous name Michael Street

The Age, Victoria – Tuesday 4 August 1908:


DEATHS


O'CONNOR. — On the 2nd August, at St. Vincent's Hospital, Catherine, the beloved wife of Michael O’Connor, of Western Australia, and sister-in-law of Mrs. G. A. Sykes and Miss Annie O Connor, aged 37 years.  R.I.P.  Tasmanian and Western Australian papers please copy.





FUNERAL NOTICES


O'CONNOR. - The Friends of the late Mrs. CATHERINE O'CONNOR are respectfully invited to follow the remains to the place of interment, the Melbourne General Cemetery.  The funeral will leave her sister-in-law's residence (Mrs. Sykes), 79 Barkly-street, West Brunswick, THIS DAY (Tuesday), 4th August. 1908, at 3 o'clock.�JOHN ALLISON, Undertaker and Embalmer. Sydney-road, Brunswick. Telephone 1105.


�





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday November 25, 1915:


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EVENTS


MINERS’ CORPS, AIF


Forty-four miners have been accepted for the above corps and by Friday all will have left Kalgoorlie.  Following is a list of those who have been accepted:-


F.M. Robertson, T.F. O’Dea, J.G. Pettigrew, H.G. Smith, W. Ritchie, R. Connell, E.W. Stephens, J. Richards, W.C. Kemp, H. Henriksen, J.D. Waddington, H. Lehman, J. Dixon, J.D. Munro, W. Sandercott, H. Porter, H. Jones, E. Cunningham, A. Crotty, G. Boyland, W. Kelly, W.J. Rogers, J.W. Campbell, W. Mahoney, J.D. Eddison, W.F. Horton, J.H. Harvey, A. McCormac, T. Bone, F. Copelin, M. O’Connor, F. Benbow, W. Williams, W.J. Lavers, W.J. Hall, C.C. Grieves, P. McDonald, W. Corcoran, J. Geddes, J. Long, J.K. Macbeth, A. Irving, J. Baxter, J. Fullwood.


Those miners who wish to join later on can enlist in the ordinary way, and if the West Australian quota is not complete they can be taken on at Blackboy Hill.








Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday November 30, 1915:





Miners Corps: Between 80 and 90 men in the district have volunteered for service with the Miners Corps and of these 41 have been accepted.  The officers attached to the Corps – Lieut Jackson and Lambert will leave Kalgoorlie on Thursday for Southern Cross where they will remain all day Friday for recruiting purposes and try there to get 30 or 40 more men of the surrounding district.  The following miners will leave Kalgoorlie for Blackboy Hill by train:-  H. Leman, J. Dixon, J.D. Munro, W. Sandercott, H. Porter, H. Jones, E. Cunningham, A. Crotty, G. Boyland, W. Kelly, W.J. Rogers, J.W. Campbell, W. Mahoney, J.D. Eddison, W.F. Horton, J.H. Harvey, A. McCormac, T. Bone, F. Copelin, M. O’Connor, F. Benbow, W. Williams, W.J. Lavars, W.T. Hall.








No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….M. O’Connor


Article abridged








Daily Telegraph, Tasmania – Saturday 14 August 1920:


DEATHS


O'CONNOR. - On the 30th August, at military ward, Austin Hospital, Heidelberg, Michael O'Connor, late 3rd Mining Company, A.I.F.; loving husband of the late Catherine O'Connor and father of Eileen, Florrie, Fred; also loving brother of Annie, Nell, Paddy, Ted (Victoria), Mary (New Zealand), Will, Arthur, Harry, Dick (Tasmania).  Tasmanian papers please copy.  Interred 2nd August. 





The Age, Victoria – Monday 2 August 1920:


FUNERAL NOTICES


O’CONNOR -The Friends of the late Michael O’CONNOR are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Melbourne General Cemetery.  The funeral will leave his residence, 9 Montgomery Street, Richmond, THIS DAY (Monday), 2nd August at 2 o’clock.


[Death notice also appeared in the Age on 2 August 1920 with slightly different wording]





The Age, Victoria – Saturday 28 November 1903:


DEATHS


KENNEDY. – On the 27th November, at Melbourne Hospital, Honorah, youngest daughter of the late Michael and Catherine, of Brunswick, age 25 years.  Western Australian papers please copy.  R.I.P.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald, Tasmania - 14 October 1912:


FIRE DISASTER AT NORTH LYELL MINE.


A MINER'S STORY.


SMOKE TERRIBLE.


 A man, named Richard O'Connor, was among those who came through the ordeal, and though suffering from a racking headache, he told his story : —"I was working at 850ft level, and just at crib time, 12 o'clock, I heard shouts, 'There's a fire in the mine.' For a few moments I believed it was intended as a joke, but I realised differently when Albert Gadd came, and said, come out of it, lads; they are pulling the shift. This meant that all the men below were being taken to the surface. There was no doubting his earnestness, and we all recognised the great seriousness. We walked along the drive to the plat, and waited our chance for the cage. It was really all guess work, because the smoke was so thick that we could not see. We could feel ourselves growing weaker. As soon as we got in the cage we knocked it away, and were pulled to the surface, going up in [the] cage. It was terrible, and the dense smoke stifled and weakened us. We had to hold each other up. After the fresh air had revived us, we gave assistance wherever we could, but there was little that could be done. When I think of it all, I have to admire Albert Gadd for the way he kept cool and collected all the time. He practically took charge of the men as soon as the news of the fire reached our level, and he stopped more than one man from losing his head. I saw Constable Flight, of Linda, doing good work on the surface, rendering help to those who were brought up. He never hesitated to plunge into the smoke, bad as it was. I left about half-past two to come home, and there were then about 40 who had been brought up. These were off different levels. I very much fear for the men that are below. They would number about 100, I suppose. The only chance I know is for them to get into a dead end, and make use of the air that is supplied to drive the drills ; there is a good supply of that air. When I left the smoke was still pouring out of the shaft mouth, and no one could get near it. One cage is hung up, but the other is being sent up and down the shaft as rapidly as possible to act as a pump in drawing the smoke up. I do not think the shaft will be damaged, as the timbers are far too sodden to burn. The men are at present removing the filling from some of the passes so as to allow more air to go below to the men." "I have a splitting headache, and will go home," were O'Connor's concluding words. 


�





Zeehan and Dundas Herald, Tasmania – 12 July 1913:


MOUNT LYELL DISASTER.


HUMANE SOCIETY'S AWARDS.


CLARKE GOLD MEDAL TO LATE A. GADD.


88 OTHER AWARDS.


Melbourne, Friday Night. — The Royal Humane Society has made the following 34 awards in connection with tho Mount Lyell disaster :—The Clarke Gold Medal— Albert M. Gadd (since deceased).  Silver Medals — Frederick J. Chambers, Frederick J. Burton, Richard O'Connor, C. Brown, Russell Mervyn Murray, Robert Cox, John Pearton, Arthur Neighbour Moore, Henry Peasnall.  Bronze Medals — H. Trousselott, Henry De Goldie, Oswald Fowler, William Dunn, Henry Williams, Joseph Smedley, Frank Patterson, Walter Johnson, Basil Sawyer, Aaron White, Joseph Theodore Caldwell, Graham W. Gilham, F. Luttrell, George Filbey, S. Symmons. Certificates — Michael Lonergan, John Lees, Samuel Joseph Lawson, James Kinsella, William Elmonds, H. Powell, George Ernest Bass.  Recorded in the Archives — Sampson Rodda Bray, and Richard John Treverton, who lost their lives in the mine.


 ��





The Argus, Victoria - 20 August 1928:


FUNERALS


O’CONNOR. - The Friends of the late Mr. EDWARD O’CONNOR are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of Interment in the Fawkner Cemetery.


The funeral is appointed to leave his residence, 35 Bayliss street. Preston (off Spring street), THIS DAY (Monday, 20th August), at 2 o'clock.





The Age, Victoria – Monday 12 October 1931:


DEATHS


O’CONNOR — On the 10th October, at the residence of his sister-in-law, Mrs. E. O'Connor, 35 Bayliss-street, Preston, Richard O’Connor, late A.I.F., aged 50 years.


May his soul rest in peace.











