SAPPER FRANK NOVOK
2395 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Poland is in Central Europe situated centrally between the forest lands to the north-west, the sea of the Atlantic Ocean and the fertile plains that front Eurasia.  In 1795 it was passed to Austria and from 1815 to Russia and was proclaimed in 1918 to have its first temporary independent Polish Government.

Frank Novok stated he was born in Loblen/Loblin, Russia [Poland] in 1888 and was married to his wife Annar/Anna who died leaving him a widower.  He came to the goldfields of Western Australia working as a miner.

At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 5 January, 1916 the twenty-eight year old widowed miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation Forms describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 93-100cms (36½-39½ins) and had a fair complexion with brown hair and his blue eyes tested to good vision.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated initially was his wife Annar Novok of Loblen, Russia but this was later crossed out and marked nil.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp on January 7, 1916 and signed the Oath of Allegiance but as no Naturalisation papers were produced he served as a Russian subject.  Basic training commenced with the 40th Depot Battalion until March 1 but the next day was allotted to the Miners’ Corp on standby and then transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney New South Wales joining the 2nd Reinforcements to the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2395.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.  On 25 June, 1916 was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on September 30, 1916.

Treated as sick on 29 November, 1916 he returned to duty on December 1.

His service continued without further illness or injury until 30 August, 1917 when he went for treatment for scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) to the 16th Field Ambulance then moved to the 1st Corps Rest Station the following day.  He returned to duty on September 9.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was scheduled from 22 March, 1918 but cancelled perhaps due to the following.

On 9 April, 1918 Sapper Novok was selected for detachment duty as one of a party under Lieutenant Dow, 3rd Aust. Tunnelling Company whose extract of his account of the events is recorded in the After War Report of the Company as follows: 
The Detachment at Armentieres in the XVth Corps area, completed their work which was in time to be of great importance in the enemy attack which began on 9th April, and lasted for nine days till the 18th April.

The work of our Detachment and their behaviours during the attack was very creditable to everybody concerned.  Unhappily a very capable and popular officer in the person of Lieut Neil CAMPBELL and 1057 Sapper KELLY, E. were killed, but only one other casualty occurred in the wounding of 4765 Sapper HOGAN, A.W. by a gun shot wound in the chest.

Lieut J. DOW, the officer with the Detachment who assumed command after Lieut Campbell was missing, in his report to the C.O. wrote:-

“Heavy bombardment commenced on the 8th and lasted all night.  Gas and H.E. shells were heavy.  It was rumoured that the enemy had broken through our line at Laventie.  On the 9th at 8 a.m. the day relief of 12 O.R’s went to work as usual with Lieut Campbell in Charge.

“On April 14th, at 8 a.m. we marched to forward billets of 1st Field Coy, A.E. at Pradelles, our men were attached to the 2nd and 3rd Sections of the 1st Field Coy.  We worked on STRAZEELE defences and spitlocking and digging trenches.  There was a heavy bombardment of billets.  I sent a report by D.R.L.S. to C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy stating position, nominal roll, and asking for orders.

“The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18:-



“Lieut N. Campbell



Lieut J. Dow

1251 Cpl Barsby, S.


4395 L/Cpl Mayne, E.

5616 L/Cpl Stubbs, W.S. 


910 Spr  Ahearn, R.T.


6668 Spr Brownhill, F.H.
922  Spr   Bennetts, A.C.


6891   “   Burke, F.S.


4537   “   Burke, W.E.

4277   “   Bunning, W.

4746   “   Cahill, S.


6873   “   Cook, C.W.

6765   “   How, W.G.


4765   “   Hogan, A.W.


5337   “   Hausson, F.G.  
1057   “   Kelly, E.


5363   “   Leaver, C.H.


4419   “   McLean, A.

4422   “   McLean, T.D.

1223   “   Marsh, E.


5786   “   Muir, J.

4434   “   Nunn-Pendle, J.

2395   “   Novok, S.  


1215   “   Peach, J.

5819   “   Ritten, T.   


6645   “   Ryan, T.


4462   “   Roberts, W.

4843   “   Symons, A.V.  

4516   “   Wilson, J.


4818   “   Wilson, P.R.

1237   “   Smitheram, T.T.


5858   “   Watson, J.A.


1200   “   Williams, W.

4808   “   Yaxley, G.


1247   “   Ashford, S.F.


4282   “   Browne, S.

5724   “   MacManus, P.  


2891   “   Blizzard, D.N.


4511   “   Williams, H.

“On April 15th we reconnoitred positions for charges to mine roads at Strazeelle, Sec. Bois and Railway.

“We excavated for above but there were no explosives to complete the charging.

“On 16th and 17th we dug strong points and alarm posts.  There was very heavy enemy shelling.

“At 8 p.m. orders were received from the C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy to meet transport at Wallon Capelle at noon of 18th to rejoin the Unit.

“On the 18th I fell in the Detachment and we marched to Wallon Capelle.  We met the lorry from 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy, picked up L/Cpl MAYNE and 8 men at EBBLINGHEM and arrived at Headquarters of 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy at 6 p.m.

“The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.

“Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.”







Extract abridged
On 23 April, 1918 Sapper went sick to the 35th Field Ambulance with laryngitis and discharged to duty two days later.

He took leave from 4 to the 19th September, 1918.

A few weeks later on 3 October, 1918 went to the 47th Field Ambulance for treatment of scabies moving to the 46th F.A. and the next day was at the 239th F.A. until 10 October rejoining his unit.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] neglect to the prejudice of good




order and military discipline viz: neglect to duty 25/11/18



Award:

Forfeits 28 day’s pay by C.O. 3rd Tunn. Coy 27/11/18

Leave was taken from 8 February, 1919 and five days later was admitted to a French Hospital in Faisville, Le Pont and discharged to Base Depot on February 22.  He rejoined his unit on 28 February.  

Leave was taken from 8 to 22 April, 1919 and granted an extension until April 29.

The Department of Repatriation and Demobilisation granted another extension from April 29 to May 3, 1919. 

Sapper Novok (altered to Novik) was discharged in England in consequence of being demobilised with effect from 5 May, 1919 after three years and 119 days service.  He was entitled to have four Blue Chevrons for overseas service.  His intended place of residence was given as care of Empire Waterproof Company, 114 Houndsditch, London E.  He received all his active and deferred pay over and above the sum of £48 sterling the same day. 

The British War Medal (3413) and the Victory Medal (3413) were issued from Australia House, London to Sapper 2395 Frank Novok, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

A Statement of his Service was prepared on 16 March, 1928 by Base Records for the Dept. of O. & P.S.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday January 6, 1916:


KALGOORLIE ENLISTMENTS


Recruits at Kalgoorlie were again plentiful last night, 19 being accepted, including two Russian miners—John Parvelkin and Frank Novok.  The names of the others are William McCulloch, George Foggin, William Bramwell, Thomas Doherty, Charles James Smith, Herbert Hilton Gellard, William Henry Tippett, William Healey Norton, William Alfred Nelson, William John Snashall, John Flanagan, Mark Storen, James North, Arthur Foster, John Barry, J. McPherson and Thomas Skelton.  The recruiting officer has received a further supply of forms, which had run out.








