Lance corporal NORMAN MACKLEY NOBLE
8004 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

Norman Mackley Noble married Blanche Emilia Studemann in 1897 in Victoria.  
The Victorian BDM records Archibald Richard Edward Noble was born in 1897: father Norman Mackley Noble; mother Blanche Amel Steedeman.

Archibald served in WW1 as 4865 Private Noble, 29th Infantry Battalion, NOK: Blanche Vahlberg of 329 Bay Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria.  His Attestation Paper records ‘whereabouts of father unknown’.  A bread carter by occupation he was just 19 years and 10 months of age when he enlisted with his mother’s consent.
On 25 July 1918 he was wounded in action, receiving a gun shot wound (severe) to the chest.  He was admitted to the Kings Heath Hospital and returned to Australia in January 1919.

He also served in WW2 as V150800 where his date of birth is recorded as 11 May 1897 at Longwarry, Victoria.  Archibald died in 1967; father Noble unknown; mother Blanche Amelia Studeman.
The Electoral Roll of 1910 records Norman as a labourer living at “Emart”, Rawson Street, Subiaco, Western Australia (WA).


In 1916 Norman is recorded as an Inspector living at 972 Welling Street, West Perth, WA.  Francesca Munday Noble is living at 11 Milligan Street, West Perth, performing home duties.
At enlistment Norman gave the address of his Next-of-Kin, Francesca Munday Noble, as 974 Hay Street, West Perth, and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.   Before he embarked his Next-of-Kin address was changed to 28 Richardson Street, West Perth.  

Training began at 77 Depot on 12 July.  On 1 August he was appointed to the 8/81 Reinforcements; on 4 September to the 7/51 Reinforcements and on 25 October 1916 to the 8/51 Reinforcements with the rank of Corporal.
On 8 May 1917 Norman was appointed to the Tunnellers at Blackboy Hill, WA.  He was promoted to Sergeant on 16 June and transferred to the Tunnellers training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  Between then and 21 November he moved through the Tunnellers camps at Bendigo, Seymour and Broadmeadows.

Norman embarked for the Western Front on board Nestor. He was appointed Acting Sergeant Major for the voyage from Australia.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne on November 21, 1917 with 168 Tunneller Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked, going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.   
They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5, then boarded on January 8 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918.  A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No.3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.  

He reverted to Sapper on arrival in England but was appointed EDP (extra duty pay) Sergeant on the next day.
Norman proceeded overseas to France on 2 March 1918 and reverted to Sapper rank on arrival in France.  He marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on 3 March and marched out to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 10 March, where he was taken on strength the same day.
On 12 August he was appointed Lance Corporal.


Norman enjoyed some leave in England from 26 January 1919.  He was granted an extension of the normal 14-day leave and re-joined his unit in the Field on 13 February.  His brother-in-law, Sapper Edmund Taylor had identical leave dates and it could be assumed they spent the time in each other’s company. 
He reported sick on 14 February and was admitted to the 111th Field Ambulance with influenza.  On 16 February he was transferred to the 39th Stationary Hospital and was then transferred by Ambulance Train 8 to the 7th Canadian General Hospital on 21 February.  On 1 March he was evacuated to England on board the Golden Eagle and admitted to the King George Hospital, Stamford Street.
Discharged from hospital on 12 March, he was granted furlough, to report to No.2 Command Depot, Sutton Veny, on 26 March.  He marched in to No.5 Group on 2 May and left England for return to Australia on 21 June 1919 on board Konigin Louise.

Norman had been a member of 3ATC from March 1918 until his return to Australia.  3ATC first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of July 1916.  The Company was allocated to the First Army and were engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.

On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

Norman disembarked at Fremantle, WA on 3 August 1919 and was discharged from the A.I.F. on 31 August, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  His medals were not collected and were returned to Depot in September 1924.
The 1925 Electoral Roll records Norman as a farmer at Yandanooka, WA.  Between 1931 and 1943 the Rolls record Norman as a farmer living at Yandanooka with Francesca.

In August 1927 his medical and service records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Perth.
In 1949 Norman is retired at 40 Tuckey Street, Mandurah, WA with Francesca; and in 1958 is living at 99 Fifth Street, Mt. Lawley, WA with Francesca.
Norman Mackley Noble of Mt Lawley, died on 9 May1961, aged 85 years.  His ashes were scattered over the Garden at Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth.

His WW1 records are marked: ‘Deceased 9-5-61 (CWGC)’.

He is commemorated in the Western Australia Garden of Remembrance adjacent to Perth War Cemetery, Smyth Road, NEDLANDS, WA at Area: 4 Wall: 4 Row: D Panel, the DVA plaque reading:
AIF

8004 L/CPL.

N. M. NOBLE

3 TUNNELLING COMPANY

9-5-1961

Francesca Munday Noble of Mt Lawley, died on 24 June 1964, aged 76 years.  Her ashes were also scattered over the Garden at Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth.
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Norman Mackley NOBLE





Born 1875 in Woodford, Essex, England�Son of Richard NOBLE and Amelia Maria MACKLEY�In 1881 he was living with his aunt Ellen and uncle Frederick DE PAULA at 11 Upperton Gardens in Eastbourne, Sussex, England�Along with his parents and brothers Walter, Thomas and Herbert arrived in Victoria, Australia on the Manapouri in June 1882�Departed Melbourne, Victoria, Australia on the Grantala and arrived in Fremantle, Western Australia on 27 June 1905�Married Mrs Francesca Munday SCRUBY in 1914 in Perth, Western Australia�In 1914 he was working as a Water Supply Supervisor and was living in the Perth suburb of West Perth�Enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force at the Blackboy Hill military camp on 12 July 1916�On enlistment he was recorded as 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 188 lbs. with grey eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion�Embarked Melbourne, Victoria, Australia for active service abroad on the H.M.A.T. A71 Nester on 21 November 1917�Lance Corporal 8004 in the Australian Imperial Force's 3rd Tunnelling Company in France during the First World War�Invalided to England suffering from influenza and was admitted to the King George Hospital in London on 1 March 1918�Embarked from London, England on the Konigin Louise and disembarked in Fremantle, Western Australia on 3 August 1919�Discharged from the Australian Imperial Force on 31 August 1919; received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal�Farmer of Yangewa Farm in Yandanooka 1921-1949�His farm was the 1,502 acre Lot 56 of the Yandanooka Estate in Yandanooka�Member of the Yandanooka Hall Building Committee in 1922�In 1932 owned a Pontiac car, which was registered with the Mingenew Road Board with license plate MI-157�Attended the Fourth Annual North Midlands R.S.L. Reunion Dinner in Three Springs on Saturday 19 October 1935�Later resided in the Perth suburb of Mount Lawley�Father of Margaret Mackley NOBLE and stepfather of and father to Thelma Ethel NOBLE�Died 9 May 1961; ashes scattered over the rose garden at the Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth WA
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The Argus, Victoria – Friday 7 November 1913:


Divorce Court


NOBLE V. NOBLE


Blanche Amelia Noble, 36, of Longwarry, petitioned for a divorce from Norman Mackay Noble, 37, farmer, on the ground of desertion. Mr. Dethridge (instructed by Messrs. Tolhurst and Druce) appeared for the petitioner, who was married on April 20, 1897 at Warragul.  After marriage the parties resided at Longwarry.  The respondent then went to Western Australia.  He used to send her money from time to time, till about 1909, when he stopped writing.  In July of this year he again wrote to her saying he was coming over to Victoria, and asking her to meet him.  She did so, and asked him "if there was another woman in it." He replied, "in effect, that that was so with every man. After a short conversation next morning the respondent left petitioner, and she had not seen him since.  She, however, had received a telegram that day (yesterday) purporting to come from respondent, asking the date of the case.  Mr. Justice A'Beckett granted a decree nisi with costs.





Francesca Munday CURTIS / SCRUBY / NOBLE


Born 1887 in Newtown, New South Wales, Australia 


Daughter of Albert CURTIS and Sarah Ann MONTGOMERY


Married (1) mining surveyor Henry Mortlock SCRUBY in December 1904 in in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia


When her husband discovered she was pregnant with their child he was most upset and urged her to stay with a nurse in Sydney


She went to Sydney, during which time she received £2 a week from her husband, and after the baby was born she returned to Perth


Her husband wanted nothing to do with their child or to make a home for his family and left them for good later in 1906


For a while she received 15/- a week to live off from her husband, and with help from her parents she established a boarding house


With legal representation she petitioned for divorce on the grounds of desertion at the Supreme Court in Perth on 5 March 1913


Her petition for divorce was undefended and granted, and she was given legal custody of their daughter


Married (2) Norman Mackley NOBLE in Perth in 1914


Resided at 28 Richardson Street in West Perth during her husband's service in the A.I.F. during the First World War


Resided with her husband and daughter on Yangewa Farm in Yandanooka 1921-1949


Her husband's Yangewa Farm was the 1,502 acre Lot 56 of the Yandanooka Estate


Also farming on the Yandanooka Estate in Yandanooka was her elder brother Henry CURTIS


During a brief period around 1925 she resided at 16 Richardson Street in West Perth before returning to Yandanooka


Attended the Three Springs Agricultural Society's First Annual Show and Show Ball on Thursday 20 September 1928


Following the Arrino Race Club's race meeting attended the evening Ball in the Arrino Hall on Thursday 4 April 1929


Attended the Ball after the Three Springs Races on Thursday 11 April 1929 in a dress of black satin


Attended the Mingenew-Yandanooka Race Club's Boxing Day Ball in 1929 dressed in black with oriental trimmings


Later resided in the Perth suburb of Mount Lawley


Mother of Thelma Ethel SCRUBY and Margaret Mackley NOBLE


Died 24 June 1964; ashes scattered over the rose garden at the Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth WA
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The West Australian - Saturday 21 February 1914:


MARRIAGES


NOBLE —SCRUBY. - On February 14, at the Presbyterian Church, West Perth, by the Rev. Daniel Ross, Norman Mackley, eldest son of the late Richard Noble, of Maffra, Victoria, to Francesca M. Scruby, fourth daughter of A. and S. A. Curtis.





3ATC End of War Report:





On 13/8/18, the following rifle team in charge of Lieut J.B. Shaw, M.C. was detailed to proceed to the 1st Army School at Matringhem to compete in “B” Series Competitions at the rifle ranges to be held on 13th 14th and 15th.


		Lieut J.B. Shaw


	1191 Cpl Taylor, J.


	6762 Spr Brewer, J.R.   


	7307 Spr Emmett, H.


	6631 Spr Jones, W.E.A.


	5784 Spr Millane, J.A.


	4435 Spr O’Hanlon, J.K.  


	4481 Spr Suiter, R.J. 	


	8004 Spr Noble, N.M.








3ATC End of War Report:


On 12/10/18, a Musketry and Bayonet Fighting competition between Tunnelling Coys. in the 5th Army took place at the 5th Army Mine School at Linghem.


	Two teams were chosen from the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. to compete on that day, and on the 1st of the month (October) the teams were taken in hand by Lieut J.B. Shaw MC who supervised the musketry practice and the training in bayonet fighting exercises carried out by Sgt L.M. Forsyth.


	On the day of the contest our teams acquitted themselves well.


There were four events and our teams won two first, one second and one fourth position, and also gained first prize in the aggregate.


1st Prize in Bullet and Bayonet open Contest						Bronze Medallion


1st Prize in Grouping 100 yds. Disappearing Target 200 yds. and Rapid 200 yds.	Silver Medal	


1st Prize Aggregate Score throughout,						Silver Cup


	(Vide C.R.O. (Notice) for 13/10/18)


	(   “    Appendix 69, October 1918  )


	(   “     Appendix 35 Sept. 1918       )


	A great deal of the credit for the success of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy’s teams in these competitions was due to Sgt Forsyth for the energetic interest he took in training the men in Bayonet exercises.


	The C.O., Major Sanderson, with 5 officers and Sgt Forsyth accompanied the teams to Linghem, which consisted of: -


Lieut R. De Passey


		“A” Team						“B” Team


	1191	Cpl	 Taylor, J			4274	Sgt	Bickford, W


	4481	Spr	Suiter, R.J.			8004	L/Cpl	Noble, N.M.


	6631	Spr	Jones, W.E.A.			7653	Spr	Coe, J.P.


	5784	Spr	Millane, J.A.			6071	Spr	Wentworth, D.V.


	6762	Spr	Brewer, J.R.			1247	Spr	Ashford, S.F.


	7307	Spr	Emmett, H			5993	Spr	Griffin, W.H.


	2478	Spr	Hubbard, E.L.			5844	Spr	Tainsh, H	


	The bronze medallion was awarded to Lieut De Passey and “A” Team and the Silver medal to Lieut De Passey and “B” Team.


	The Cup will probably find a resting place in the Australian War Museum.


	All prizes were suitable inscribed.











