SAPPER NILS NILSSON
5388 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Nils Nilsson was born 18 January, 1875 in the parish of Norra Strö, Lunkeskog, Kristianstad in the County of Skǎne, Sweden, the son of Nils Olssen and Else (nee Nilsdotter).  He married on 7 November, 1903 to Elna Mansson at Kuiingle, (Quiringe), Kristianskog, Sweden.  
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They left the port of Gothenburg with their young family to immigrate to Bundaberg, Queensland on the 5,550-ton steamer Perthshire under Master of the Ship Captain C. Forder leaving England on 28 October, 1909.  They are said to have arrived in Townsville on 21 December, 1909 being nominated by a relative, Mons Nilsson and went to live south of Mt Misery near the Milliquin Sugar Mill, Bundaberg.  Passengers were Nils (34), Elna (28), Anna (7), Karl (5), Nils (2) and Gosta (1).  News of the immigrants was published in the:
He was a successful candidate for his certificate of competency as an engine driver in 1912 with results published in the:
[image: image2.jpg]1 'a.am‘" o
ST 2

EoINS 38





He applied for Naturalization as an Australian Citizen which was granted on 7 April, 1914 receiving Certificate No. 17818 from Melbourne authorities.
In 1915 they were residing at Burnett Heads Road, Bundaberg with his occupation as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 22 February, 1916 the forty-one-year-old fireman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal his address was Goodwin Street, South Bundaberg and required dental treatment.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed describing the naturalized Australian further as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 61kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-38½ins) with a fair complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm, scars on the left foot and a mole on right breast.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Elna Nilsson of Goodwin Street, South Bundaberg and he allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training commenced on 23 February, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until March 21 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 12 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3415 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

On May 22, 1916 at Rosebery Park he was re-assigned to the Tunnelling Companies’ Reinforcements until 5 July, 1916 being sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction.   He then joined the September, 1916 Reinforcements and his regimental number changed to 5388.
On September 30, 1916 Sapper Nilsson was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 marching into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.
On New Year’s Day, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Arundel arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot.

On 12 January, 1917 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was taken on strength on 27 January, 1917 with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

He went sick on 5 August, 1917 to the 50th Aust Field Ambulance suffering Influenza and moved to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later entered the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples then on August 11 was transferred to Rouen and admitted to the 9th General Hospital.  On August 15 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Kalyah and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Harbone Hall in Birmingham with myalgia (muscular pain).

On 31 August, 1917 he was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until discharged to furlough on 11 September and to report to the Repatriation Depot at Weymouth on 25 September.  On 16 September he was taken on strength with No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  On 24 September left for the D Sub. Depot at Parkhouse.
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Sapper Nilsson embarked for discharge in Australia due to nephritis (inflammation of kidneys) and myalgia on H.T. Port Lyttleton on 19 October, 1917.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 15 December, 1917 with news of their arrival reported in the:
An overland trip by train to Brisbane (1st M.D.) followed.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 4 January, 1918 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (22427) and the Victory Medal (21767) were issued to Sapper 5388 Nils Nilsson, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He returned home to Water and Goodwin Street, Bundaberg to work as a labourer.  In 1926 he was working with the Bundaberg City Council and their address was Curtis Street, Bundaberg South where they remained.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a statement of his service from Base Records which were sent on 12 March and 13 July, 1936.
Nils Nilsson, late of Bundaberg South, passed away on 22 August, 1951 aged 76 years in the Bundaberg General Hospital.  
Interment took place in portion A7B of the Bundaberg General Cemetery within grave no. P2723 with the Church of England service conducted by Rev. Richards.
Mrs Elna Nilsson died about 25 February, 1966 and was buried in the same grave with her husband.
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Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Saturday December 18, 1909:


IMMIGRANTS FOR QUEENSLAND


The steamer Perthshire, which left England on the 28th of October, and is due here on Tuesday next, says the “Brisbane Courier” on the 15th instant, has the following Queensland Government passengers on board: Nominated 256; assisted 36; (free domestic servants) 36; and 4 paying.  They comprise forty-six married men, fifty-five married women, sixty-two single men, sixty-seven single women and 163 children.  Their nationalities are—English 182; Scotch 54; Irish 31; English 182; Germans 55; Sweden 7 and Danes 3.  Their destinations are as follows—Brisbane 267; Cairns 22; Rockhampton, 15; Bundaberg 11; Townsville 5; Mackay 5; Bowen 3, Maryborough 2; Lucinda 1 and Geraldton 2.





Week (Brisbane) Friday February 23, 1912:


ENGINEERS’ CERTIFICATES


The following is a list of candidates (in order of merit) who were successful in their examination for certificates of competency as engine-drivers, under the Inspection of Machinery and Scaffolding Act of 1908:


	Bundaberg: third-class: N. Nilsson						Article abridged





Age Saturday December 15, 1917:  


WOUNDED RETURNING


About 760 returned wounded and sick soldiers will reach Port Melbourne at 10 a.m. to-day.  Of these [blurred] are Victorians.  The Queensland and New South Wales men will leave direct for their States from the new pier by special trains at 12.15 and 1.15.  The Tasmanians will leave by boat on Monday at noon.   The names of those arriving to-day were published in List M.
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Nilsson graves in Bundaberg General Cemetery, Qld
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