SAPPER HENRY NIELSEN

6031 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Henry Nielsen was born in Charleville, Queensland on September 30, 1894.

On August 16, 1916 the twenty-one year old Labourer enlisted at the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Qld and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms detail his particulars as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall and weighed 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins).  Medium was his complexion with brown eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  A scar on his chin was a distinctive mark and religious denomination was Presbyterian.  He nominated his friend Oliver H. Taylor of Cloncurry, Qld in lieu of next-of-kin.

Basic training commenced as a Private on August 22 to September 18, 1916 when he was transferred to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) and sent to the Corps School until September 30, 1916.  While there he signed a Statutory Declaration that he wanted his occupation to be recorded as a Miner and was noted to be dentally fit on September 25.  On October 14, 1916 he was transferred to the Miners’ Training Camp at Seymour, Vic for further instruction.  The rank of Sapper with the regimental number 6031 were assigned and joined the December 1916 Reinforcements.  For Final Home Leave he chose to remain in Victoria and not return to Queensland.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The following day marched into the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training.

The Reinforcements departed from Folkstone on board the S.S. Onward on January 29, 1917 and marched into the Aust. General Base Depot.  On February 8 Sapper Nielsen was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On April 3, 1917 he proceeded to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company and five days later was taken on strength.

On January 4, 1918 Sapper Nielsen appeared before a Court Martial held at Warwick Square, London under President Lt-Col H. Paul, 49th Battalion.


Charges:
London, 11/12/17




(1) When on Active Service absenting himself without leave in that he at 6 a.m.




      on 11/12/17 failed to report to the R.T.O. at Victoria Station, and remained




      absent until apprehended by the Military authorities in London 19/12/17




(2)  London 14/12/17




       Conduct to the prejudice of good order and Military discipline in that he 




       improperly altered his Soldier’s Pay Book




(3)  London 19/12/17




      Conduct to the prejudice of good order and Military discipline, in that he made 




      use of a document purporting to be on genuine combined leave, and railway 




      ticket well knowing that it was not so.   


Pleaded:
 Guilty to all Charges


Finding:
 Guilty to all Charges


Sentence:
 To undergo detention for 90 days 4/1/18


Confirmation:
I confirm the finding of the court but commute the sentence to 60 days 5/1/18


Period:

Under charge awaiting trial was 15 days.  Arrested 19/12/17

         Total forfeiture:
84 days pay.

On January 8, 1918 he was admitted from London to the A.I.F. Detention Barracks at Lewes.  

The A.I.F. Depot in the U.K. noted on February 23, 1918 the following:




21/1/18 D.C.M. held at Warwick Square on 4/1/18. Sentenced to detention for




60 days 4/1/18




The unexpired portion of the above sentence (9 days) is remitted as from 23/2/18.

He was discharged from Lewes Detention Barracks on February 23, 1918 and arrived at the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.  On March 4, 1918 departed Southampton for France and entered the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles the next day and rejoined his unit on April 19, 1918.

He proceeded on leave to Paris on November 3, 1918 and heard the news that Peace was declared while on leave.  He rejoined his unit on November 14, 1918 who remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of roads, drainage and bridges.

On December 7, 1918 he went sick to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station suffering from Dermatitis and was transferred to the 53rd C.C.S.  On December 10 he was conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 10th General Hospital at Rouen and diagnosed with Impetigo then sent to the No. 2 Convalescent Depot.  On January 2, 1919 he reported to the Officer commanding the Reinforcements and four days later marched in to the A.G.B.D. at Rouen and left to rejoin his unit on January 14 arriving three days later.

He was granted leave and proceeded from France on February 21 enjoying his break from February 23 and returned on March 9 and his unit by March 13, 1919.

On May 11, 1919 he received orders to return to England to take up Non Military Employment.   On May 20 left A.B.D.1 in France and disembarked at Southampton the next day.  He proceeded to the A.A.S.C. Training Depot at Parkhouse camp then the following day left to report to the Demobilisation Department in London to take up N.M.E.  He was granted leave from May 23 until July 7, 1919 with pay and subsistence for the purpose of attending the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machine Company in Birmingham and taken on strength with London Headquarters from that date.

He returned to Headquarters and was re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on July 7, 1919.  Pre-embarkation leave was granted until July 19, 1919.  Two days extension of leave was granted and he marched in to the No. 2 Group Camp from A.I.F. Headquarters on July 21, 1919 to await his departure for home.

The H.T. Anchises departed on August 23, 1919 with Sapper Nielsen on board.  On September 11, 1919 his friend was advised from Base Records that he was returning.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on October 13, 1919 and he returned to Brisbane.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on October 14, 1919 his medical case was taken.  His medical history from overseas service shows he signed to having Impetigo and had been gassed.  Demobilisation was recommended and he went to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers for further orders.

Military Discharge on termination of service was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on November 23, 1919.

Sapper 6031 Henry Nielsen, 2nd Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (24491) and the Victory Medal (23668) for his service for his country.

His address was Booby Island Thursday Island, North Queensland in 1920. 

On March 3, 1941 he wrote from 40 Glenhuntley Road, Elwood, Vic requesting a copy of his Military discharge.  Base Records replied requesting a Statutory Declaration outlining reasons of the original’s loss.  On March 7, 1941 he returned the signed a Declaration stating that during the cyclone and flood in Townsville in 1939 most of his clothes and papers were destroyed by the water.  Base records issued a duplicated discharge on March 12, 1941.

The Returned Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen’s Imperial League of Australia at Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park Sydney, NSW wrote to Base Records on July 11, 1947 after receiving and application for admission to the League by Henry Nielsen inquiring if he had seen active service abroad.  Base Records stated he had served from 18/8/1916 until 28/11/1919 and had overseas service.  They also advised that he should be in possession of a Certificate of Identification which was issued to him on 12/3/1941.

Electoral Rolls for East Hills, Blacktown in 1949 show a Henry Nielsen, mattress maker of Ashford Avenue, Milperra, NSW was the only Nielsen registered.

Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

Henry Nielsen first appears on the list in 1934 giving his address as Maxwell Avenue, Milperra.  His name is also on the Roll for 1968 at his Maxwell Avenue address.
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