SAPPER CHARLES BENJAMIN NEEDHAM

1108 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Charles Benjamin Needham was born about 1862 in Melbourne, Victoria the son of Benjamin and Betsey (nee Major) Needham.  His sister-in-law Margaret Leishman (formerly McFarlane) married in 1888 to a Gippsland farmer, Goodwin William Draper. 

[image: image1.jpg]


Charles followed the gold rush to Western Australia where he was reported applying for gold mining leases in the:
In 1915 he was a registered as a prospector at Westonia, W.A.

At the recruiting depot at Leonora, W.A. on October 22, 1915 the single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad as passed the preliminary medical examination.  He deleted ten years from his age to be forty-three years old and other personal particulars taken show he was residing at the Central Hotel, Leonora and was 161cms (5ft 3½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Declared fit for service his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed on November 3, 1915 adding further information of his weight 65kgs (143lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins) and was fair in complexion with his blue eyes testing to moderate eyesight and had fair hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  

Next-of-kin nominated was his sister-in-law Mrs Goodwin Draper, of “Kelvin,” Carrum, Victoria.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Ascot camp on November 8, 1915.

Basic training was to commence from November 3 with the 34th Depot Battalion but was allotted the next day to ‘D Coy’ with 4th Depot Battalion where he remained until November 30, 1915.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Needham was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Needham was assigned the regimental number 1108 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  Sapper Needham was assigned to No. 4 Section and they were attached to the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers on May 15, 1916 for training.

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on December 18, 1916.

On April 2, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action and taken to the 18th Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound to his left hand and transferred to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  He was conveyed on Ambulance Train No. 14 to the 20th General Hospital in Camiers for treatment of his gunshot wounded hand (slight).  

The following are extracts from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company relating to the Seaforth Gallery and how Sapper was wounded in action:

“On 21/12/16, the enemy fired a camouflet at a depth of about 90’ with the intention of destroying Seaforth Main fighting gallery, & in retaliation for our mine explosion on the 20/12/16.  The chambering of this gallery was regarded as distinctly risky.

“A long period of mining work at Hill 70 & varied work along a Front covered the area from Loos to La Bassee.  In early January, 1917 four mobile charges were placed in Seaforth Shaft by the enemy, but they did not explode.  

“On 1/4/17 the following men were wounded by minenwerfer shells at Seaforth Main Incline:

928 Spr Booth, R.


1138 Sgt Reed, E.W.

1168 Spr Smith, R.


5994 Spr Groves, J.H.

4454 Spr Randles, J.


4475 Spr Simons, F.L.

1108 Spr Needham, C.B.”
He was invalided to England on the hospital ship Brighton on April 6, 1917 being admitted to the 4th London General Hospital in Lincoln a day later.

Base Records notified his next-of-kin on April 14, 1917 advising he had been transferred to England and his address for correspondence.  

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Discharged to furlough on June 15, Sapper was ordered to report to the No. 2 Command Depot to June 29, 1917.  He marched in from Headquarters as ordered to this Depot at Weymouth.

On July 27, 1917 Sapper Needham embarked, due to being overage, for Home Service in Australia on board H.T. Demosthenes.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on August 22, 1917 that he was returning home.  His name was listed among the soldiers returning in the:

The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on September 18, 1917 and he appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle.  On October 4, 1917 he left the hospital for the Details Camp at Karrakatta.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on October 5, 1917 due to overage and medically unfit. 

Several weeks later Charles re-enlisted on November 15, 1917 at Karrakatta for Home Service and attested his birthplace was Melbourne, Vic, and aged fifty-seven years with the occupation of stationer.  

He stated his previous service of 1 year and 337 days with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and had been discharged permanently unfit.  Personal particulars show he was 166cms (5ft 5½ins), weighed 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins).  Complexion was still fair with blue eyes and brown hair.  Next-of-kin was his sister-in-law Mrs Goodwin Draper of Kelvin, Carrum, Victoria.  He was sworn in to serve the Australian Commonwealth Force the same day after being declared fit for Home Service.

Assignment to the No.5 District Guard in the rank of Private took place the same day. 

During this service he applied for a Military Pension from his home at 8 Beaufort Street, Perth but was rejected due to “not being incapacitated wholly or in part as a result of employment in connection with warlike operation” on December 8, 1917.

He was discharged as medically unfit on January 12, 1918 from this position.

A letter dated June 3, 1920 at his address 10 Princes Street, Fitzroy, Vic to Base Records said he was in temporary employment with a view to finding a permanent position and requested if they would furnish him with a copy of his service record.  Through this application he hoped favourable consideration because several persons thought that his service entailed a soft job in one of the back billets due to his age but he adamantly wrote he was in France in the firing line the whole time. 

Base Records replied on June 10, 1920 advising that departmental instructions precluded furnishing any information required in connection with his service as a member of the A.I.F.  As his particulars were in connection with employment the writer advised that his employer communicate with their office when information would be confidentially furnished.

For serving his country Sapper 1108 Charles Benjamin Needham, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8190) and the Victory Medal (8155).

In 1925 he was a cook at Churchman’s Brook, Armadale, Swan district, W.A. 

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Department from Base Records and compiled and forwarded on August 27, 1925.

Charles Benjamin Needham died on March 24, 1926 aged 64 years.   Burial took place in the Presbyterian portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section GA in gravesite no. 408.

News of his demise was published in the: 


Management of his Estate was advertised in the:

His sister-in-law Mrs Margaret L. Draper died aged 72 years in East Melbourne in 1929.
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Black Range and Sandstone Observer Friday March 12, 1909:





C. B. Needham applied for the forfeiture of G.M.L. No. 501B and the Warden recommended that the forfeiture be granted.








Black Range Courier and Sandstone Observer Friday March 4, 1910:


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A GOLD MINING LEASE


No. 635B.


NOTICE is hereby given that we, John Morgan and Charles Benjamin Needham of Youanme, the undersigned, have made application this day for a gold mining lease under the provisions of “The Mining Act, 1904,” of ground to be known as “Tanawa,” containing 18 acres, at Youanme, commencing at datum peg 4 chains north of south-east corner of G.M. Lease 622B, thence 5 chains east, thence 15 chains south, thence 12 chains west, thence 11 chains north, thence 7 chains east, thence 4 chains north to datum peg.


Dated at Youanme, this 16th day of February, 1910.


							Charles Benjamin Needham


							John Morgan.


Objections against the application above referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s office on or before the 1st day of April, 1910, and the hearing of the application will take place on the 14th day of April next.—Arthur Frappell, Mining Registrar, East Murchison Goldfield.








Black Range Courier and Sandstone Observer Friday October 28, 1910:


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A GOLD MINING LEASE


No. 681B.


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT WE, THE UNDERSIGNED Dominick White Kinneen, Charles Benjamin Needham and John Pitmann, of Youanme, the undersigned, have made application this day for a gold mining lease under the provisions of “The Mining Act, 1904,” of ground to be known as “Taranaki,” containing 18 acres, commencing at Youanme datum peg at north-west corner of G.M.L. No. 657B, hence 18 chains southerly, thence 10 chains westerly, thence 18 chains northerly, thence 10 chains easterly to datum peg.


Dated at Youanme this 12th day of October, 1910.


									D.W. Kinneen


									Chas B. Needham


									John Pitmann


Objection against the application referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s office on or before the 25th day of Nov., 1910, and the hearing of the application will take place on the 8th day of December next.—C.B. Marshall, Mining Registrar, East Murchison Goldfield.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….C.B. Needham


Article abridged








Western Argus Tuesday May 1, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES


WOUNDED


	Spr C.B. Needham, Carrum								


Article abridged








Western Australian Tuesday September 18, 1917:


WESTERN AUSTRALIA


INVALIDED SOLDIERS


TO DISEMBARK TODAY


The following sick and wounded soldiers will disembark at Fremantle at approximately 10.30 this morning.  Privates: C.B. Needham.								


	Article abridged








Western Mail Thursday April 8, 1926:


DEATHS


NEEDHAM—On March 24, at Victoria Park, Charles Benjamin Needham, late Private 1108 Tunnelling Corps, A.I.F; 64 years.








West Australian Monday May 24, 1926:


THE GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK ACT, 1906


RE CHARLES BENJAMIN NEEDHAM


Deceased


Notice is hereby given that it is the intention of the Manager of the Government Savings Bank to pay an amount standing to the credit of the above-named deceased in the Government Savings Bank to the next of kin of the said deceased, under Section 19 of the Government Savings Bank Act, 1906.


Any person claiming to be a Creditor of the said deceased is required to send particulars of his Claim, in duplicate, to the Manager, Government Savings Bank, Perth, before the 29th May, 1926.











