SAPPER ALEXANDER MYHILL

135 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Richard (Alexander/Alick) Myhill was born in 1865 at Creswick, Victoria the son of Richard and Isabella (nee Ross).  He stated that he had been apprenticed as a wheelwright to G.E. Pickles in Bendigo, Vic.

At the Board of Health recruiting depot in Sydney, NSW on November 18, 1915 under the name of Alexander applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the Medical Examination personal particulars taken were his address at Peter Bros Ltd, Phillips Street, Waterloo and was forty-four years of age, a widower standing 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39ins).  His eyesight tested to fair vision.  Declared fit for service his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms completed at Liverpool, NSW camp on December 30, 1915 describes him further as being born in Geelong, Vic, having a ruddy complexion with blue eyes and light brown hair.  One vaccination scar on his left arm was classed as a distinctive mark.  Religion was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Ellen Margaret Myhill of 17 Northcliffe Street, Milsons Point, NSW and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He was sworn in at Liverpool, NSW the same day.

For basic training he was assigned to ‘D Coy’, 2nd Battalion at Liverpool in the rank of Private until March 14, 1916.  During this time he was noted to have been absent at 1.30 p.m. for parade on February 24, 1916.   From there was sent to ‘A Coy’ 36th Battalion.  His regimental number was 135.

The 36th Infantry Battalion, 9th Infantry Brigade embarked from Sydney, NSW on May 13, 1916 on board A72 HMAT Beltana and arrived at Devonport, England on July 9, 1916.  During the voyage the following was dealt with:

Crime:
At Sea 20/5/16 HMAT Beltana Using insubordinate language to his superior officer in that when ordered by Sergeant Meredith to leave “B” deck, said “Go to Hell.”

Award:
168 hours detention by Lt-Col M.W. Logan, O.C. Troops 22/5/16

While in training camp in England further disciplinary action was issued:



Crime:

Bustard Trenches 11/10/16 to prejudice of good order and military 





Discipline in that was insolent to N.C.O. while on parade at Bustard



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]

The troops proceeded overseas to Southampton on November 22, 1916.

On March 17, 1917 he was admitted to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance with defective vision then sent to the 10th F.A. and on March 21 went to the Divisional Rest Station.

With his civil qualifications of wheelwright Alick would be more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore on March 26, 1917 was transferred and taken on strength.

He went sick to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station on June 13, 1917 with inflammation of the stomach and was conveyed to Rouelles two days later on A.T.31 entering the 1st Canadian General Hospital on June 16 with inflammation of the stomach (severe).  On June 23 he arrived at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples for Base Detail duty.

On July 9, 1917 was transferred to England on account of Rheumatism and Pyrexia (Fever) uncertain origin arriving at Southampton the next day then reported to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth where it was decided he would return to Australia for Home Service due to overage and debility.

Sapper Myhill embarked on July 27, 1917 on the troopship A64 Demonthenes for the voyage home.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on September 21, 1917 and entrained to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.)

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on November 23, 1917 as medically unfit.  The following day was granted a pension to be sent to his address at Matilda Street, Bondi Beach of fifteen shillings per fortnight.  His wife (listed as Eileen Margaret) was also to receive a pension of 7/6d (75cents) per fortnight but this was cancelled on December 19, 1917.

For serving his country Sapper / Private 135 Alexander Myhill, 36th Battalion / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (43708) and the Victory Medal (48723).

Department of Repatriation, Melbourne requested medical and service records from Base Records on June 13, 1929 and the Sydney branch also requested his records on April 16, 1930.

From 1930 onwards they are listed residing at 43 Cowper Street, Granville with his occupation as wheelwright and their address changed to 47 Cowper Street in 1936.

Richard (Alexander) Myhill passed away aged 77 years about February 10, 1942.  Family arrangements were published in the:

His wife died on October 5, 1954 with family notices appearing in the:


REUNIONS

Alick Myhill was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day March in Sydney, NSW.

   1928

A. Myhill
110 Sydney Road, Granville

   1934

A. Myhill
110 Sydney Road, Granville
changed to:  47 Cowper Street, Granville









Notation:  Deceased
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Sydney Morning Herald Thursday February 12, 1942:


FUNERALS


MYHILL—The Relatives and Friends of the late RICHARD (Alick) MYHILL, late of Granville, late A.I.F., E.M.M. and B. Coy, are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave our Funeral Home, 121 Rawson Street, Auburn, THIS AFTERNOON, at 3 o’clock, for Rookwood Crematorium.  By request no flowers.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED, 


121 Rawson Street, Auburn ‘Phone UX6111











Sydney Morning Herald October 6, 1954:


DEATHS


MYHILL, Ellen Margaret—October 5, 1954, at her residence 47 Cowper Street, Granville, dearly loved mother of Lloyd Kable, aged 80 years.  At Rest.


FUNERALS


MYHILL, Ellen Margaret—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs Lloyd Kable are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their dearly loved Mother and Mother-in-law; to leave our Funeral Home, 121 Rawson Street, Auburn, TOMORROW (Thursday) Morning at 9.15 a.m. for the Crematorium Rookwood.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS


121 Rawson Street, Auburn











