SAPPER THOMAS FRANCIS MUTLOW
1285 – Mining Corps – 3506A – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Francis Mutlow was born on 17 June, 1888 in Broken Hill, New South Wales the son of Edward Alfred Ignatius and Catherine (Kate) (nee Hyde) Mutlow.  In 1913 he was a miner at Willyama with his brother Patrick James Mutlow and later that year was registered at Quartz Reef, Sturt working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill on 28 October, 1915 the single twenty-six-year-old miner responded to the recruiting drive for volunteers to join the Miners’ Corps.  Attestation forms describe him as 184cms (6ft ½in), weighing 88kgs (194lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-102cms (38-40ins) and had a fresh complexion with his hazel eyes passing the eye test with good vision and had dark hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Catherine Mutlow of East Broken Hill, NSW.
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A public send-off was given to the departing volunteers and reported in the:
The new recruits were taken to the A.I.F. Exhibition camp in Adelaide, South Australia where he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance and their names were published in the:

After basic training the members of the Mining Corps, after final home leave taken briefly from 22 November, were transferred to join other recruits from across Australia to conclude training at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales. 
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1285 with the No. 2 Company of the Corps.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Sapper Mutlow was disembarked from the transport due to illness (he stated pneumonia) the same day Ulysses finally departed Fremantle on April 1, voyaging via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt and reached Marseilles, France.
On 10 June, 1916 Sapper Mutlow was returned to Melbourne, Victoria (3rd Military District) from Fremantle, W.A. (5th Military District) on the troopship Katoomba and sent to the Miners’ Reinforcements training camp at Seymour joining the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on June 17.  He was re-allotted the regimental number 3506 under his full name Thomas Francis Mutlow.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent.  Discipline was issued for the following on the transport:

Crime:

At sea RMS Orontes 7/9/16 AWL (6hrs) 



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay 9/9/16


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay



Crime:

At sea RMS Orontes 17/9/16 Gambling on board whilst on active service





contrary to King’s Order No. 33



Award:

14 day’s C.B. [confined to boat] 


Total Forfeiture:
13 day’s pay & 144 hours detention 28/9/16

After fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
Further disciplinary action for the following was taken:



Offence:
Andover 15/10/16 disobedience of standing order 14/10/16 in that he was





Absent in Andover without a pass



Award:

7 days C.B. by Capt. Neech, G.C. 19/10/16 


Sapper was admitted to King George Military Hospital on 1 November, 1916 until transferred to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital on November 17.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on New Year’s Day, 1917 on the transport S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  A memo from London stated his regimental number was now re-allotted to 3506A.  On 16 January was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working at Poperinghe, Belgium.  It appears he was wounded in action between 16 January and February 2 receiving a gunshot wound to his left hand.  
The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company records one man wounded on 30 January, 1917.
On 4 February, 1917 he also went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with a social disease and transferred to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples.  Convalesced from February 9 at the 7th Convalescent Depot until returned to the Aust General Base Depot.  He would have appeared before the Medical Board deciding about 9 March, 1917 he was to be on ‘permanent base duty’ there.
Sapper Mutlow returned to England and reported to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 13 April, 1917 and granted leave reporting back on April 22.  On 2 July left for the S.M.Q. at Codford but entered the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital No. 20 at Bulford on July 5 for treatment of a social disease and after 22 days curative care was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford due to the gunshot wound to his left hand.  Discharged from there to furlough and report back on August 15 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth but did not report until August 23, 1917.

As a result, discipline was dealt to him as follows:


Offence:
London 15/8/17 Absent from furlough from 6 p.m. 15/8/17 until





apprehended by Military Police at 8.30 p.m. 21/8/17



Award:

7 days C.B. by Col R.S. Browne



Forfeiture:
7 day’s pay under R.W. Weymouth 24/8/17

Sapper Mutlow returned to Australia on 27 September, 1917 on board the transport H.T. Suevic due to the gunshot wound to his left hand.  Base Records would have advised his mother that he was on his way home.  Sapper disembarked the transport in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 20 November, 1917.
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 27 December, 1917 as medically unfit.

Late in 1919 while in Broken Hill, NSW the following was reported in the:

The Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, South Australian Branch wrote to Base Records in Melbourne on 7 November, 1919 requesting information on what units did Sapper Mutlow serve during his term with the A.I.F.
Records replied on 14 November, 1919 that according to records Sapper T.F. Mutlow embarked with the Miners’ Reinforcements and transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 16/1/17.  There is no other record of him being attached to any other units.

For serving his country Sapper 3506A Thomas Francis Mutlow, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (51716) and the Victory Medal (50384).

These medals were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records, Melbourne on 10 May, 1923.

Mr Mutlow wrote on 18 March, 1923 care of R. Johnstone “Dungalia” Bore, Walgett stating he lost his Military Discharge during the Darling flood in 1920 and would be pleased if they could forward him a duplicate, being greatly inconvenienced by not having it as regards to applications for land or work.  He begged to state that he had written three times in request for same but had not received a reply up to date.  He had only received the returned [soldiers] medal and to forward any others that had been issued.  He gave his military details and date of discharge.

The 2nd Military District then advised Base Records that his service medals had been forwarded to their administration for disposal to the soldier.  On 9 April, 1923 they replied his inquiry enclosing their statement of service and to return the slip to them.  With regards to war medals due, these were held by the commandant, 3rd District Base, Victoria Barracks Melbourne to whom application for same should be made.  This letter was re-address to him care of Chas. Baker, Hairdresser, Walgett. NSW.  Both medals were sent by registered post (4818) on 20 July, 1923. 

He was residing at The Beach, Bowen, North Queensland working as a baker in 1925.  While there the following was reported from the Police Court in the:

The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 9 December, 1926.  The Repatriation Commission wrote back to Base Records on 23 December, 1926 requesting further records and particulars at their earliest on the following minute by the A/D.M.C. which read:
“This man claims G.S.W. L Hand but Overseas records rather regative this.  Could Base Records be asked to verify (1) Entries 16/1/17-8/2/17 (2) Also the location of the 1st Tun. Co. in Jan, 17 be given (3) Did he embark in Feby 1916 and contract pneumonia.”
Records replied on 14 January, 1927 and advised the following:

(1) Will you return to this office form B.103 in order that this request may receive attention – no


Duplicate held at this office


(2) 1st Tun Company January, 1917 – 3000 yards West of Poperinghe in the direction of Ypres


Between 400 and 500 yards off main road.

(3) No. Embarked 16 August, 1916.            
 [His service records show he did embark as far as Perth then suffered sickness to disembark transport]

On 17 January, 1927 Repatriation in Sydney returned a reply to Base Records acknowledging receipt of their letter and advised that Form B.103 was returned to them on 23.12.26 and would be pleased if they expedite the particulars required re: entries 16/1/17 to 8/2/17.

Records replied on 25 January, 1927 that entries 16/1/17 to 8/2/17 were correct according to the Field Return.
Entry of 6/2/17 was promulgated in Daily Order 9/795 as V.D. and cancelled in Daily Order 12/1019 and disease shown as N.A.D.

Entry dated 11/2/17 and 3 following entries dated 9/2/17 were not promulgated in Daily Orders and consequently no action was taken to amend same.

It would therefore appear that ex-Sapper Mutlow was not suffering from V.D. on the date shown, but had N.A.D. as the General Hospital diagnosis was always adopted the writer wrote.
The German Verge New South Wales Returned Soldiers Repatriation Trust of 12 Spring Street, Sydney wrote to Base Records 7 February, 1928 if they would advise the place of enlistment of this ex-soldier.

Records replied to them on 10 February, 1928 that according to records ex-Sapper Mutlow enlisted in Adelaide, South Australia.

In 1930 he was listed working as a cook as Walgett, NSW.

His appearance before the Police Court in 1931 was published in the:

On 31 October, 1932 he wrote to Base Records from Armidale, NSW requesting a duplicate copy of his military discharge and another returned soldier’s badge as he had both destroyed by fire at McDonald’s Hotel, Coolangatta, Qld.  He stated he was in the New England district where they stick to the correct principle preferencing soldiers and it was hard to get work without a discharge.  He requested it to be posted care of the Post Office, Armidale, NSW.
Less than a month after he was before the Guyra Police Court as follows:

His Statutory Declaration appears not to have met the requirements as it contained nothing to indicate that he had lost or required replacements and was returned by Base Records on 29 November, 1932 but he had been receipted for one shilling in payment.  Nothing appears to continue with his request.
He wrote from 9½ Ward, Dunwich on 3 April, 1935 requesting his medal and military discharge copy as these were lost in a fire sometime ago and found it hard to get work without them.  These were forwarded to him on 8 April, 1935.

A few months later while in Toowoomba, Qld he was charged with the following:

He wrote from the District Hospital in Inverell, NSW on 11 August, 1936 stating that his medal and military discharge had been destroyed by fire at Coolangatta, Qld five years ago making it very inconvenient to get work without one.  He wrote about three years ago enclosing payment and received a receipt but did not receive either and had made inquiries at the Armidale Post Office and was unable to locate same.  He hoped to hear from them soon.

A letter was typed for him on the Glen Innes District Hospital stationery referring to his letter written six weeks earlier when he was in the Inverell District stating he was informed later by the Post Office there that a letter had arrived for him but was returned to them through the Dead Letter Office.  If this was a copy of his discharge could they please send it care of the hospital’s address in which he was presently an inmate.  Records redirected their letter containing a circular on the procedure for obtaining these.

He forwarded their Statutory Declaration dated 12 October, 1936 in which he declared that he “lost the badge and Discharge.  The Discharge was in his swag which was lost in a flood in the Darling River in 1921.  The badge was lost in a fire in a hut at Coolangatta in 1926 and though I searched the ashes I could not find it.”  He receipted delivery of these items on 31 October, 1936. 

In 1937 he was listed at Sefton Road, Normanhurst, Sydney, NSW working as a cook.  He moved to South Australia where the following took place:

During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army at Royal Park on 18 December, 1940 from Ballarat, Vic giving his date of birth as 17 June, 1890.  Next-of-kin nominated was John Mutlow.  He was a Private with the service number V9675 until discharged on 27 June, 1941 from the 3rd Garrison Brigade.
A few months later he also enlisted at Paddington, Sydney on 23 October, 1941 from Lindfield with next-of-kin given as George Mutlow.  Service number was N281697 and duties were as a Private with the Base Headquarters E.C. (Catering Victoria Barracks, Sydney) until discharged on 9 March, 1942.

An undated letter was sent by him care of the State Hospital, Lidcombe, NSW again requesting another copy of his discharge as his original was destroyed while he was travelling with sheep owing to wet weather and was now in hospital suffering with his chest.  Records replied on 17 February, 1943 with a form of procedure of application.  The writer stated that he had already been issued with Statements on 2 previous occasions, in addition to the original parchment and this was the last Statement that would be made to him.

He completed the Statutory Declaration in the Lidcombe State Hospital declaring that “my duplicate destroyed by wet weather in back country droving sheep.”  A Statement of Service was issued on 23 February, 1943 to him.
He was charged with the following reported in the:
He returned to South Australia where the following took place:
He wrote again to Base Records on 14 May, 1950 care of Post Office Menindee, NSW stating he had the misfortune to lose his discharge form from the forces and would be pleased if they could supply him with a duplicate.  He enclosed a postal note for two shillings.  On 15 June, 1950 Records replied asking him to complete the enclosed Statutory Declaration and return it when consideration would be given to his request.  They advised him that as he already had several statements, the one under review will, if approved, be the last one made available to him.  Records also replied to him on 26 June, 1950 at the Albermarle Hotel, Menindee in reference to the lost of his Pension Book and advised him to make application to the Dept. of Repatriation, York Street, Sydney who controls all matters relating to pensions in the State of New South Wales.

Thomas Francis Mutlow passed away on 21 May, 1954 aged 64 years in the Wilcannia Hospital, NSW.  A brief Obituary was published in the:

Burial took place in the Wilcannia Cemetery.
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Barrier Miner Thursday October 28, 1915:


IN BROKEN HILL


MINERS’ CORPS DEPARTS - ENTHUSIASTIC SEND-OFF


The members of the Barrier Empire League and the public generally accorded the first section of the Broken Hill quota of the Miners Corps and other recruits, who left for Adelaide by last night’s express, a very enthusiastic farewell.  The recruits were marched from the B.B.B. Rooms to the New Masonic Hall, where a procession was formed as follows: —Salvation Army Band, returned soldiers, Boy Scouts, and cadets (with bugle band), carrying the national colors of the Allies, Miners’ Corps, and other recruits, and members and sympathisers of the Barrier Empire League.  Argent-street was traversed as far as Bromide-street, and the Sulphide-street Railway Station was reached shortly after 7 o’clock.  Lieutenant R.H. Resch was in charge, with Mr J. Sherlock as Marshal.


A large crowd had assembled on the railway station—and along the route—and while good-byes were being said the Salvation Army Band rendered “Auld Lang Syne,” “God Be with You till We Meet Again” and “Rule Britannia,” and other airs.  Prior to the departure of the express Mr Justin M’Carthy, hon. Secretary of the Barrier Empire League, called for three cheers for the departing recruits, which were vigorously given.  Other cheers were given, and the warmth of the send-off was most pronounced.


The following is a complete list of those who left, Mr T.H. Smith being in Charge: —


Miners Corps


H.G. Forrest			G.A. Lane		A.J. Vawser			S.W. Noakes


A.L. Hogg			T Lewis		W.G. Lane			H. Phillips


F.W. Wright			A.E. Jenkins		F. Bennetts			G.H.S Hooper


S. Macklin			R.W. Lee		J. Harper			E. Muddock


G.R. Parry			T.H. Smith		H.A. Wilkins			A.B. Cavill


L.F. Moulton			S.M. Lane		F. Landon			F. Lucas


G. Holloway			W.F. M’Culloch	G.L. Budge			A.L.R. Hanton


W.W. Murray			C. Parkin		S. Blight			A. Mitchell


General Service:


P. Blight, J.J. Dempsey, S.R. Davies, T. Mutlow, G. Phillips.





There are still vacancies in the Miners Corps, and another 30 or 40 men will be accepted.   


Abridged to Tunnellers names 





Journal (Adelaide) Thursday October 28, 1915:


IN CAMP ON THURSDAY


The Following are the names of men who enlisted at Adelaide and were sent to the Exhibition camp on Thursday.  Miners’ Corps:  T. Mutlow.							Article abridged





Barrier Miner Wednesday November 5, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS


Mr T.F. Mutlow spoke against certain allegations that were being made to the effect that he was a member of the Anzac Provost Corps, and “pinched” certain of his comrades in London.  This Mr Mutlow emphatically denied.  On a motion by Mr Lawrence, the secretary was instructed to write the secretary of the R.S.A., Adelaide, asking him to make full inquiries to clear Mr Mutlow.  This reply will be posted on the notice board in the club room.





Bowen Independent Saturday October 17, 1925:


POLICE COURT


On Monday last, before Geo. A. Cameron, Esq, P.M., Walter Hurst sued Thomas Mutlow on two charges of assault.  Defendant pleaded guilty on the first charge and was convicted and fined £5, including costs of court amounting to £2/17/- in default of payment one month’s imprisonment in Stewart’s Creek Goal.  On the second charge defendant pleaded guilty and was fined the same amount as the first case.		Article abridged





Moree Gwydir Examiner and General Advertiser Monday March 16, 1931:


INDECENT LANGUAGE


At the local Police Court on Saturday, before Mr R.C. Sheridan, J.P. Thomas Francis Mutlow (42) pleaded guilty to a charge of having used indecent language in Balo Street the previous day.  On a charge of having been drunk and disorderly on the same day, the same defendant was fined 30/- or seven days.  On a charge of having been drunk and disorderly on the same day, the same defendant was fined £1 with 1/6 police expenses, or four days.





Guyra Argus Thursday November 17, 1932:


GUYRA POLICE COURT


George Cooper, Thomas Francis Mutlow, Charles James Hill and Martin Rock, described as travellers, were charged with maliciously damaging property of W.C. Starr, at Guyra.


Defendants, who pleaded guilty were each fined £2 with damages 10/-, in default 5 days; hard labor, Guyra lock-up.


Defendants were further charged with having insufficient means of support. —Case withdrawn.





Daily Mercury Thursday July 11, 1935:


RAILWAY THIEVES


Thomas Francis Mutlow (49), cook, and William Henry Smith (50) laborer, were charged at Toowoomba with stealing a case of tomato sauce, the property of the Commissioner for Railways, and two bags of bran, the property of the Dominion Billing Co., Ltd, Toowoomba.  Senior-Sergeant Bookless said police took up a stand in the railway yards and saw the defendants take the sauce from a wagon, and arrested them when they carried it into the street.  The bran had been removed from a truck at the mill siding and placed in a vacant allotment in the direction of which the defendants were going with the sauce.


During the past three months 52 complaints had been received about goods being stolen from the railway depot at Toowoomba.  The officers were convinced that most, if not all, of the thefts, were made by defendants.  There was no doubt, defendants thought the case contained spirits, as it looked like a container of that class of goods.  Smith had 40 convictions, and Mutlow 11.  Mutlow was recognised as a very violent criminal, who would stop at nothing to make good his escape if cornered.  On each charge each defendant was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment, the sentence to be cumulative.





News (Adelaide) Friday May 5, 1939:


PLATE BROKEN IN FIGHT AT PORT


In a drunken fight last night Thomas Francis Mutlow, of Hurtle square, City pushed a small man against a shop in Commercial road, Port Adelaide, breaking a glass plate. The property of John Economos.  He was also fined £1 10/-, with £2 3 costs on a charge of having wilfully damaged the plate, the property of John Econoos.  He was also ordered to pay £1 2 6 for being drunk.





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record Thursday May 23, 1940:


BERRI POLICE COURT


In the Berri police court before Messrs M.A Guy and W.A. Lewis, J.P.’s, Thomas Francis Mutlow and Richard Thomas Bee were each sentenced to one month’s imprisonment in the Renmark police prison for having been found unlawfully on the premises of the Berri Tennis Club’s clubhouse.  M.C. McKenny prosecuted.





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record Thursday July 1940:


RENMARK POLICE COURT


Thomas Francis Mutlow was arrested on Saturday by P.C. Payne for being drunk.  He was awarded seven days’ imprisonment.  He pleaded guilty.  Further charged with being idle and disorderly, he pleaded guilty.  Sergeant Rosenberg said that Mutlow had only been discharged from the Renmark police prison on June 19, as a rogue and a vagabond.  The court sentenced Mutlow to six weeks in the Adelaide jail.  





Townsville Daily Bulletin Saturday January 22, 1944:


GETTING INTO LINE


Charged with a breach of the National Security (Allied Worker Registrations in that on October 13, he failed to continue work, T.F. Mutlow pleaded guilty by letter on Friday, Mr F. Roberts (Roberts, Leu and North) stated the defendant had been enrolled in Sydney about six months ago but had to be taken off the train at Brisbane, owing to his drinking “metho.”  On October 13 he was absent from work for five days, owing to “metho” drinking.  Defendant had been medically examined and classified as unfit for work in the tropics.  He had been sent back to Brisbane.  A fine of £15 with 6/- cost and 12/2 professional costs, in default three months was imposed.





(Adelaide) Wednesday June 29, 1949:


SHEARER’S COOK REMANDED


Thomas Francis Mutlow, 59, shearer’s cook, of Grote street, City, was charged in Adelaide Police Court today, with having yesterday afternoon in the Central Arcade assaulted Daniel Galman and occasioned him actual bodily harm.


On application of Acting Police Prosecutor Coghlan, Mutlow, who was on crutches, was remanded on bail until Monday by Mr Muirhead, PM.


The prosecutor said that Galman was allegedly struck over the head with a crutch by Mutlow and sustained a deep wound over the right eye.





Barrier Miner Friday May 21, 1954:


DEATH OF MR. T.F. MUTLOW


The death occurred in the Wilcannia Hospital on Wednesday of Mr Thomas Francis Mutlow, well known in the west Darling district.  He was 64, served in two world wars, and had worked on many stations as a shearers’ cook.  He is survived by three brothers—Pat (Broken Hill) George and Ern (S.A.) and three sisters—Mesdames Ralph (Broken Hill), Howell (Port Pirie) and Stokes (Adelaide).


Some years ago, the Mutlow family was associated with a dairy business here and held the licence of the Rockwell Hotel, which at that time was always referred to as the “Blazing Stump.”





Portion of Wilcannia Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from Aust. Cemetery Index








