SAPPER PATRICK JOSEPH MURPHY

5580 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Patrick Joseph Murphy swore on a Statutory Declaration in 1939 that he had been born on December 14, 1876 in Bendigo, Victoria. 

At twenty-five years of age he enlisted in Melbourne, Vic on April 24, 1902 to serve in South Africa as a member of the 6th Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse.  His medical certificate stated, ‘fit for service’ with the farrier’s personal particulars being height of 164cms (5ft 4¾ins), chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins) with a dark complexion, grey eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his left arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion and next-of-kin nominated was his aunt Mrs Lizzie Sheridan of 217 High Street, St Kilda, Vic.  He joined two days later and allotted to ‘B Squad’ 3rd Troop (Yea) with the service number 155 in the rank of Shoeing Smith.  He was sworn in at Langwarrin camp, Vic on April 29, 1902.  Departure of the Commonwealth Horse took place on May 19, 1902 which was published in:


The Australian Commonwealth Horse were still sailing to South Africa when hostilities ceased on May 31, 1902.

Private Murphy was discharged in South Africa and his hand written Discharge reads:


The 6th Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse returned to Australia on August 7, 1902 on the S.S. Drayton Grange.  

In 1904 he married Isabella Scott Bell in Bendigo, Victoria.

They were residing at 79 Little Page Street, Albert Park from 1909 onwards with his occupation as blacksmith and in 1914 as a fitter.

He applied to enlist for service abroad at the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic on February 2, 1916 and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms inform he was 163cms (5ft 4¼ins) tall, weighed 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) with a dark complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Distinctive marks on his left arm were three vaccination scars, a scar on the left shoulder and a tattoo on the left arm.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Isabella Murphy of 79 Little Page Street, Albert Park.  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” the same day.

Basic training commenced as a Private with ‘A Coy’ 10th Depot Battalion, Ascot Vale from March 1, 1916 until April 8 when he was transferred to train with ‘B Coy’ 23rd Depot Battalion at Royal Park concluding on April 26, 1916.  He was relocated to the Miners’ Training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further training as a Sapper until in Unit Order 25/5/16 promoted him to the rank of Lance Corporal.  On July 16 he became Acting Sergeant and on September 22 was allotted to the October, 1916 Miners’ Reinforcements with the regimental number 5580 in the rank of Acting Sergeant for the ‘voyage only’.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth, then marching in to the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on January 28, 1917 on board the S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

On February 7, 1917 was admitted to the 7th General Hospital at Etaples with a corneal ulcer on his left eye then to the Aust General Base Depot on February 16, 1917 and returned to his unit on March 9.

His civil qualification of blacksmith was more beneficial to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was taken on Supernumerary Strength as a Sapper with this company on March 10, 1917.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

His wife advised Base Records on February 3, 1918 that her address was now 11 Smith Street, South Melbourne.

His service continued without incident until reported with his unit on March 23, 1918.  

Sergeant E.G. “Hughie” Dodd was also with the Company and kept a diary of his service and events on the front and mentions fellow soldiers and their work in it.  The following is noted on Sapper Murphy:

1918

April 27
Brought a 17 hp Aster set out tonight and proceeded to Cambrin dump, where we put it on the light railway for the tunnel.  Working all night.  Three new chaps came out with it.  McLean, McDonald and Murphy.

On May 6, 1918 he was paid in France.  

He was taken on strength on August 1, 1918 and was with the company when Peace was declared.  They remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies for those rehabilitating their district.

Leave to the United Kingdom was granted by the Furlough Department from December 3 to December 17, 1918.

Orders were received to march out to the Base Depot on March 8, 1919 and crossed the English Channel on March 17 and arriving at the No. 2 Training Brigade camp in Codford the following day. 

After demobilisation Sapper Murphy embarked for Australia on May 13, 1919 on board the H.T. Zealandia.  Base Records advised his wife on June 17, 1919 that he was returning.  During the voyage he entered the ship’s hospital on June 9 and was discharged to duty on June 25, 1919.  The ship arrived in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on June 28, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:

Military Discharge was issued from Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 7, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  

Sapper 5580 Patrick Joseph Murphy, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (38914) and the Victory Medal (57353) for service for his country.

The War Medal was collected from the Defence Department on June 21, 1921.  A memo of authorisation was presented to the Medals Section at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne for collection of his Victory Medal on October 2, 1922 but the lad sent to collect it could not write as he had a broken arm and signed with an X. 

They were living at 58 Thomson Street, Albert Park in 1924 and he worked as a fitter.  

A Statement of Service and Medical Records was requested from Base Records by the Repatriation Commission and sent on July 2, 1934.

In 1939 he wrote from 39 Argyle Square, Carlton, Vic to Base Records for a duplicate Discharge Certificate as he was hoping to re-enlist and required this Certificate.  The required Statutory Declaration was completed and sent to the Records Office but was returned for the Declaration to be witnessed by a J.P. or Commissioner of Declarations.  This was returned duly witnessed declaring the loss occurred “while applying for a vacantie [vacancy] at Munitions Offices, Collins Street, Melbourne this was left on the table or lost out of pocket.”  A Statement of Service was forwarded on January 4, 1940.

During World War II he re-enlisted for service at Royal Park, Melbourne with the Australian Army from Carlton, Vic giving his date of birth as December 14, 1885 at Eaglehawk, Vic.  Next-of-kin was Ruby Murphy.  Private V5162 Murphy was discharged from the 17th Garrison Battalion on October 15, 1942.

Home in 1943 was 17 Grattan Street, Carlton with his occupation as a blacksmith.

His original Discharge Certificate was returned to Base Records and is filed with his service records.
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The Argus Monday May 19, 1902:


THE COMMONWEALTH HORSE


LEAVES TO-DAY


The Victorian companies of the Commonwealth Horse leave Melbourne for South Africa to-day.  The troopship Manchester Merchant arrived in the bay on Saturday afternoon, and, permits having been obtained from the Customs department, the work of loading proceeded from the time of her arrival throughout yesterday.  The baggage, saddles, and supplies are now stowed away, and the 20 officers. 420 men, and 370 horses which are to be despatched this afternoon leave Langwarrin by three special trains, at 11 o’clock, half past 11 o’clock and noon.  The trains will be shunted to the Port Melbourne line, and taken direct to the pier, the men and horses embarking immediately on arrival.


Major Reade, D.A. Q.M.G., who is in charge of the contingent, anticipates that all will be completed by 3 o’clock, and, prior to that hour, the pier will be rigorously closed to all but the military on duty.  After 3 o’clock the relatives of the departing soldiers will be admitted to the pier, and the men permitted to leave the ship to say good-bye.  The actual departure is timed for 4 o’clock, and, unless unforeseen circumstances intervene, this arrangement will be adhered to punctually.


The Governor of Victoria (Sir George Sydenham Clarke) will visit the troopship during the afternoon, with his staff and the acting Victorian commandant, (Colonel Price), and will address the members of the contingent at 3 o’clock.


Lieut-Colonel Irving, the commanding officer of the Victorian section of the Commonwealth Horse, was entertained at the Victoria Barracks on Saturday morning by his fellow-officers of the Rangers, and was presented with a wristlet watch and a silver-mounted pipe.  Colonel Otter, the officer commanding the Rangers, made the presentation, wishing a successful campaign and a safe return to Lieut-Colonel Irving.  That officer briefly responded.


The purchase of horses for remount purposes is now at an end.  Inspector Beckwith has secured the necessary number of horses, together with a few additional animals for the purpose of filling any possible vacancies


.AT LANGWARRIN CAMP


LANGWARRIN, Saturday


This morning Colonel Price and other officers came into camp by the 8.40 a.m. train, and carefully inspected the lines, kits, equipment, &c.  The battalion was afterwards formed into a square, and addressed by Colonel Price.


In the evening a camp fire concert was conducted by Major Holden, camp chaplain, who has gained the appreciation of the officers of the battalion by his work for the comfort of every member of this and other battalions, without, as is not generally known, remuneration of any kind.  An address was given by Mr J.L. Purves, K.C., in which he exhorted the men to maintain the high standard of bravery recorded in the present war and wars of the past.  Colonel Otter was also in camp, and addressed the men.


Sunday.


This morning mass was said at half-past 9 by the Rev Father Martin to the Roman Catholic portion of the battalion, and in the afternoon Lieut-Colonel Stanley Low, senior chaplain, conducted a church parade at 2 o’clock, assisted by Major Holden.  During the afternoon a large number of visitors arrived.


QUEENSLAND CONTINGENT


BRISBANE, Sunday


The Queensland portion of the Commonwealth Horse embarked to-day in the Custodian, which is expected to leave at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning.








									Head-Quarters, 6th Battalion


Certificate									  8th July 1902


	From:  Commanding Officer


			This is to certify that,


				No. 155 Pte P.J. Murphy


	Was granted an honourable discharge from the Battalion on the first day of July, 1902





									Lieut-Colonel Irving, C.O.


										6th Battalion


							AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH HORSE








The Argus Monday June 30, 1919:


DISEMBARKATION DELAYS


BERTHING ARRANGEMENTS FAIL


SCENES OF CONFUSION


Inconvenience and annoyance were caused to thousands of relatives and friends and hundreds of returned men by the delay in berthing the transports Zealandia and Orontes on Saturday afternoon, due, according to the military officials, to the naval authorities.


The Zealandia was originally timed to disembark troops at 9 o’clock on Sunday morning, but word was received at midday on Saturday that the vessel would berth at the New Pier, Port Melbourne, at 4 o’clock on Saturday.  This hour was subsequently extended to 5, and then to half-past 5 o’clock.  Finally the troops reached Sturt street half-past 6, and were granted to leave until a quarter-past 2 to-day.     


    				Article abridged











