SAPPER BRYAN MURDOCH

7538 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
The birthplace of Bryan Murdoch / Murdock was Goondiwindi, Queensland on June 12, 1886 the son of John and Esther (nee Corrigan) Murdock.     

The following advertisement was placed in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Friday March 17, 1911 regarding his whereabouts:
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His name is listed among a group of volunteers printed in acknowledgement in The Brisbane Courier Saturday April 21, 1917:

At the Central Recruiting Depot, Royal Naval House, Grosvenor Street, Sydney, NSW on June 19, 1917 the thirty-one year old labourer reapplied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars given show he was single residing at 66 Harrington Street, in the city and was 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins).  His application was accepted by the Recruiting Officer.  

Attestation Forms were completed which add further information of weight 67.2kgs (148lbs) with a fair complexion, brown eyes and brown coloured hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on right foot and right knee and a birthmark top right buttock. Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Ada Murdoch of Leichhardt Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane.  He was sworn in the same day.

The next day he was unallotted as a recruit and on June 22 was sent to the Engineers’ Depot, Moore Park for basic training with the Engineer Reinforcements (2nd Military District) at the Show Grounds camp in the rank of Sapper.  On July 17, 1917 he joined ‘A Coy’ April Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies at their training camp at Seymour, Victoria until August 5 when he was transferred to ‘B Coy’.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with his friend Miss Ada Stewart of 63 Collins Street, Essendon, Melbourne, Vic. 

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   While crossing the Pacific Ocean Sapper Murdoch contracted Mumps and spent fifteen days in the ship’s hospital from August 29 until September 18, 1917 before released to duty.  The vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Inquiry Branch of the State Recruiting Committee in Brisbane, Qld wrote to Base Records on October 15, 1917 requesting the overseas address of Sapper Murdoch and asked if he was married and the next-of-kin.  They replied he was a single man who nominated his sister who resided in Queensland as next-of-kin and gave his address. 

The troops proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on November 14, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On November 20 he was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  After four days with the Battalion he was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion until December 13 and returned to the Aust Corps Depot then attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

On December 23, 1917 he went sick to the 57th Field Ambulance with Bronchitis and transferred to the 21st Casualty Clearing Station.  On December 27 he was moved to the 7th Canadian General Hospital at Etaples with Chronic Bronchitis.  On New Year’s Day, 1918 he was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Grantilly Castle and admitted the next day to the Bath War Hospital in Bath and placed in Ward 1.  His medical case sheet is as follows:




Date & Place of onset:
Avoncourt 23/12/17




Condition on admission:
chest pain, headache due to constant cough

On January 5, 1918 the Pathological Report returned and reported result of Sputum that no T.B. (Tuberculosis) was found.  After twenty-eight days he was released on January 30 to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  His medical remarks state:

1.2.18

Was feeling quite well when he enlisted 20.6.17.  A month after being in camp he got a



series of colds – not bad enough to go to hospital with.



Left Australia 8.8.17



Mumps on ship 14 days



Influenza – about middle of September just before landing.  Reported sick in camp.  Off



Duty. Sick 1 month.



Felt weak had a bad cough and pain in head.  No temperature. In bed 1 month – has been

ill 3 days.  Appearance: lost 1 stone, thin and ill.  Heart normal.  Lungs normal.  

Complains of pains in head.  Complains of not sleeping.  No album in urine.

13.2.18
Chest clear – cough improving.  Heart clear.  

Was discharged in August, 1916 with stricture and faulty feet after 9 months in camp. Reported sick 23.12.17.  Has had series of colds since enlisting.  Mumps in ship 14 days.  Ill with Influenza in September.  Ill till 29.1.18.  Heart and lungs clear – says he has lost weight.  Path Dept in Bath reports no TB in Sputum. B1C 2/12 – Cough persists.

He was discharged on February 13, 1918 to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott where his Statement 

of case reports:



Still complains of cough and weak.  Chest (medical references) & heart normal.

19.2.18
Lost 1 stone weight. Class: Ba debility.

25.2.18
Recommend B2c debility.

He left on March 1, 1918 to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

His return voyage to Australia for discharge due to debility commenced on April 15, 1918 on board H.T. Marathon from Plymouth and his berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on May 23, 1918 he was returning home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on June 12, 1918 and he left for Sydney (2nd M.D.) 

On July 4, 1918 he went before the Permanent Referee Board and his case was deferred until September 3 with Class E debility and sent to the Red Cross Home at Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains. 

He returned to the Board on July 14, 1918 and sent to the Isolation Ward at the 4th General Hospital in Randwick, Sydney for a Sputum test which came back negative and was also screened in the X-ray Department for mottling in his chest.  The X-ray report states:

Screened: Inforced respiration, movements of Diaphragm equal and fair; expansion (lighting) of Lungs 

equal and rather poor.  Heart central.

Skiagram: Fibroid thickenings in both Lungs; no definite mottling detected.  Heart central.  

The Board deferred his case until November 13, 1918.

On October 18, 1918 he was admitted to the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane for treatment of his debility and remained until released on November 21.  He went before the medical board and they recommended discharge with incapacity for six months.  

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on December 3, 1918 due to debility. 

He wrote from 103 Victoria Street, Darlinghurst on February 26, 1920 to Base Records requesting information regarding his War Service Leave Gratuity.  He stated on his arrival back to Australia he was under treatment for T.B. for six months and was then discharged.  A reply dated March 11, 1920 attached an application form to be completed and forwarded to the Dept of Defence, Melbourne.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney on April 12, 1922.

For serving his country Sapper 7538 Bryan Murdoch, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (31026) and the Victory Medal (29548).

The following incident was published in The Courier-Mail on Friday January 3, 1936:


In 1942 his address was 173 Palmer Street, East Sydney, NSW with the occupation of a labourer.

Bryan Murdock died in Brisbane, Qld on May 13, 1947 at 60 years of age.  Arrangements were published in The Courier-Mail Wednesday on May 14, 1947:



His unmarked grave is located in Anzac portion 7 of the Lutwyche War Cemetery within Section 79 in Grave No.1. 
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WANTED


WANTED Information of the WHEREABOUTS of Bryan Murdock, formerly of Winton district, sheep drover.  Please correspond with his brother Jack at GROSVENOR HOTEL, Rockhampton.





RECRUITS IN BRISBANE


The names of the volunteers are as follows, their addresses being Brisbane except where otherwise stated:  William Joseph Leslie, Charles Pilton Everitt (Tweed Heads), William John Unwin, Bryan Murdoch, Francis James M’Ivor, Emanuel Stephen Scriven, John Martin Reilly, William Neville Wayman, John Cecil Wayman, Fred. Leonard Halford (Wynnum), William Howard, Ernest Alfred Gadsby, William Millar Ogg, Pat. Stephen Shannin, Peter E. Christie, William Henry Ramsay (Ipswich), Ernest Theodore Zurvan, James Evans, Henry Arthur Bladke, Albert Howes, Robert Clarence M’Millan, Walter Ernest Cowell, James F. Bevan, Ernest Gibson (Rothesay), Alfred William Jones, Reg. Fred. Osborne, William Freimond, Nicholas Allkin, Jas. Aynesley Bradford, John Shielas Peden, Harold John Feely, Thomas Stanley (Boonah), Alfred Ernest Ogilvie.





THE LAW COURTS


STOLE £1 NOTE IN WATCHHOUSE


BOXING DAY COMEDY


MAN’S SUDDEN WEALTH


How £1 was stolen by one prisoner from another in the watchhouse under the noses of the police was described by Detective Senior Sergeant T.M. Brannelly in the Police Court yesterday afternoon, after James Smith (56), labourer, on remand, had pleaded guilty to a charge that on December 26, at Brisbane, he stole £1, the property of Bryan Murdock.  Mr W. Simpson, P.M. was on the Bench.


Detective Senior Sergeant Brannelly said that shortly after 10 am on December 26 the defendant appeared in the Police Court, and was fined 10/-, in default 48 hours’ imprisonment, on a charge of stealing.  He was then taken to the watchhouse by the police officer who had arrested him.  About the same time the complainant Murdock, who during the festive season, had been imbibing, got out of his depth, and arrived at the watchhouse, where he was charged with being drunk.  He was placed in a cell, his clothing previously having been searched.  However, he had a £1 note hidden in one of his shoes, and that £1 was the subject matter of the charge.


WANTED TO PAY FINE


Murdock was left by himself in the cell, and the watchhouse keeper’s assistant, who placed him there, went on with his numerous duties.  The complainant took the £1 note from its hiding place, and began to protest against being kept in the cell, as he had enough money to release himself.


The defendant Smith was waiting in the vesthouse of the watchhouse to be dealt with by the watchhouse keeper’s assistant in his turn.  Smith heard Murdock’s protest, and went up to him saying “Give me the £1 note, and I will get your bail fixed up.”  Murdock, seeing Smith outside the cell door, thought he was some on in authority, and gave him the £1.  “Keep quiet,” said Smith, “and do not kick up such a row about it.”  The complainant then became quiet and dropped off to sleep.


Later, the watchhouse keeper in the course of routine reached the defendant, who had no money when arrested, but now had £1, and wanted to pay his fine.  He was asked how he had got it and replied that he had had it concealed.  This story was believed, and 10/ was taken for payment of the fine, and 10/change was handed to Smith, who promptly began to spend it outside.





THE MISSING NOTE


About 4.30 p.m. the same day Murdock asked to be allowed out on bail.  Included in the property take from him when he was placed in the watchhouse was 8/ in silver.  When he reached the counter to be released on 5/ bail, he was given his property and 3/.  Then Murdock declared he had given a policeman £1 in the morning, but nobody knew anything about it.  However, when he insisted that he had parted with £1 the watchhouse staff put two and two together, and the mystery of Smith’s sudden wealth was solved.


The defendant was soon found by the police, and he admitted that he had seized the opportunity offered in the morning.  He spent the whole of the 10/ on drink.  He had been previously convicted for dishonesty.  The money was not recovered.


Asked if he had anything to say, the defendant suggested the magistrate might consider the extenuating circumstances.  He did not extract the money from the complainant’s pocket or take it from him by force.


“Of Course,” he added, “if that had occurred, I should have expected your Worship to take a different view of it.  He actually put the money in my hand, I was very sick at the time, and it was a great temptation.  I could not get out, and was suffering from drink.”


Mr Simpson: You have a long record for dishonesty.


Defendant: Unfortunately that is so.


Mr Simpson: You will be imprisoned in Brisbane gaol for two months. 





FUNERAL NOTICES


MURDOCK, Bryan—The Funeral of Bryan Murdock, late 2nd Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F., will leave the Funeral Chapel, Wickham Street, Valley, This (Wednesday) Afternoon at 2.30 o’clock for Lutwyche Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH








