SAPPER BERNARD MUNDY

3845 - 1st Tunnelling Company

Bernard R. Mundey was born in 1897 at Berry, in the Illawarra, New South Wales, the son of Patrick B. and Sarah (nee Hannah) Mundey.  Patrick also enlisted in the A.I.F. as ‘Bernard Mundy’ and also served with the 1st Tunnelling Company. 

On 16 August 1915, Bernard completed the Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad, and signed the document and the Oath on 30 August at Hodlsworthy, New South Wales.

Bernard stated his age as 19 years and 8 months and his occupation as Labourer.  He was 5ft 7½in tall, weighed 152lbs, had a fair complexion, green eyes and brown hair.  He named his aunt, Mrs. Polly Birch of Surrey Hills, Sydney, as his Next of Kin.

He was appointed to the12th Reinforcements to the 13th Infantry Battalion and his records show that he embarked on 23 December 1915 on board HMAT Aeneas, although this cannot be confirmed on the Embarkation Rolls.

Bernard’s records show that he was taken on strength of the 13th Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir on 4 March 1916.  He was hospitalised with dysentery on 2 April which resulted in his admission to a Convalescent Depot with amoebic dysentery on 13 April. 

Discharged to duty on 20 June, Bernard embarked from Alexandria on 8 August to join the British Expeditionary Force at the 4th Training Battalion, England.  He proceeded overseas to France on 22 September 1916 and marched in to the 4th A.D.B.D. at Etaples on 24 September.

On 4 October he joined the 13th Battalion in Belgium.  He was admitted to 4th A.F.A., France with dental trouble on 11 February 1917, rejoining his unit a week later.

On 18 March 1917, Bernard was transferred to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.

Bernard apparently went Absent Without Leave between 3 and 5 August and found himself awarded 7 Days Field Punishment No. 2 when he returned on 6 August.  He was wounded in action on 13 March 1918 and admitted to 8th Field ambulance suffering the effects of mustard gas.  Transferred to the 2nd Australian General Hospital on 24 March, he was invalided to England on the 26th and admitted to the Croydon War Hospital.

On 2 April Bernard was transferred to Addington Park Hospital, Croydon, and on 27 April again transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, before being discharged to No. 3 Convalescent Depot, Hurdcott on 30 April.

He was marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill on 4 June and again proceeded overseas to France on 3 July.  While at the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles, Bernard suffered an accidental gun shot wound to his right hand on 10 July whilst returning to his unit on draft.  He was admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital on 11 July when the wound had turned septic and required his being invalided to England on 25 July, where he was admitted to Kitchener Military Hospital at Brighton.

On 6 August he was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and was discharged to furlough on 21 August, to report to No. 4 Convalescent Depot, Hurdcott on 4 September.  Bernard again found himself at the Overseas Training Brigade on 13 November, but with the war over, he was not required to return to France.

By 2 March 1919, Bernard was still in England and back in hospital with a locally acquired disease which kept him in the hospital system until 30 May, when he returned to No. 1 Group at Longbridge Deverill.  He was again hospitalised with a locally acquired disease in early August, and on 12 August he was admitted to the Lord Derby War Hospital, Warrington with alcoholic insanity.

On 9 December 1919, Bernard at last embarked for repatriation to Australia on board H.T. Borda, classified as a ‘mental case’.

He disembarked in Sydney on 2 February 1920 and was discharged from the A.I.F. at Sydney on 26 April – medically unfit – “disability: Exhaustion, Psychosis.”  

Bernard was a member of the A.I.F. for a total of 1,701 days, 1,502 of those away from Australia.  He did not arrive back in Australia until 448 days after the Armistice.  While his profile may seem to indicate that he spent all his time in hospital, Bernard had 513 days in the Line with both the 13th Infantry Battalion and the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.

Bernard was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal in recognition of his service to his country.

Bernard’s father, 197 Sgt Bernard Mundy, served with the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company and the 1st Pioneer Battalion before he was accidentally drowned on 14 June 1917. 
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