SERGEANT JAMES MARTIN MULLINS
3647 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Sydney, New South Wales was the birthplace of James Martin Mullins in 1883 the son of Martin and Julia Maria (nee Troy died 1909) Mullins.  
He married in 1908 in Sydney to Bridget Agnes Wyatt and in 1913 they were residents at 54 Cary Street, Leichhardt with his occupation as a machinist.  Military experience was gained from St Georges Rifles until he resigned and Military Provost Staff (Australia).
At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 15 December, 1915 the married thirty-two-year-old wire netting weaver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest expansion of 83-90cms (32½-35½ins) and lived at 54 Excelsior Street, Leichhardt, NSW.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with fair complexion, good vision in his hazel eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Bridget Agnes Mullins of 54 Excelsior Street, Leichhardt and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken two days later at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW.

Basic training commenced with G. Coy, 17th Battalion, Casula from 29 December, 1915 to 12 January, 1916 when transferred to D. Coy Depot Battalion, Casula until 8 February then moved to C. Coy Depot Battalion, Casula to 15 March, 1916.  
On 16 March was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Acting Corporal to March 31 progressing to Acting Sergeant from 1 April until the Company was moved to Rosebery Park, Sydney on 10 May, 1916.

Meanwhile the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   On May 16 the rank of Acting Sergeant was confirmed and the Regimental number 3647 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:  
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He was promoted to Sergeant on the day the 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  


Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot a day later.  On 25 September, 1916 was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium and working on T121 and dugouts at Hill 63.
He was a member of the Catholic Soldiers’ Guild and his name was listed in a letter from France and published in the:

Sergeant went sick on 7 December, 1916 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station suffering myalgia (muscular pain) and moved on 13 December to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne with P.U.O. (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then invalided to England on December 19 on the hospital ship Jan Breydal with trench fever being admitted the same day to 3rd London General Hospital with pyrexia (fever).
On 1 February, 1917 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital diagnosed with rheumatism and discharged to furlough on 22 February and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 9 March but he took ill on March 1 and returned to the Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.

He was listed for Permanent Base Duties on 30 April, 1917 at the No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth until June 10 when sent to the Overseas Drafting Depot at Perham Downs and appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Rheumatism


Date of disability:
prior to enlistment


Place of disability:
NSW


Essential facts:
Attack of rheumatism in 1906.  No further attacks till in wet saps on





active service in July, 1916.  Since then has had several attacks and has





been twice in hospital.  Is now unable to do any marching owing to pain





& weakness in back & hips.


Causation:

Rheumatic infection


Attributed to:

not attributed to active service but aggravated by exposure & climate


Present condition:
Rather thin man, does not look strong.  Has lost 1½ stone in 9 weeks





Subject to bouts of rheumatism consisting of pain and swelling in hands




& ankles.  No cardiac involvement.


Court of Inquiry:
26/4/17 at Harefield Hospital.  Sent to o/s Training Brigade at own request


Debility:

Ciii


Other disabilities:
none present


Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit C1


Board findings:
Constitutional.  Existed prior to enlistment, aggravated by exposure on





Active service


Labour capacity:
Less than 20%


Board recommends:
C1 debility.  Permanently unfit for general service.  Fit for home service.

On 27 November, 1917 Administration Headquarters, Westminster, London did a promotion reconciliation following an investigation and ruled as a result he was made Sergeant from 22/5/16.
He was still at Weymouth Depot when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sergeant was moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and returned to France from Southampton on 21 November, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot and marched out to re-join his unit five days later re-joining his unit on December 1.
He was sent to a P. & B.T. Course on December 6 and returned to his unit on 25 December, 1918.

Went sick on 25 February, 1919 to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 19 to the 7th Stationary Hospital two days later for treatment of ingrown toe nails.  
On 17 March was transferred to England and admitted to Lewisham Military Hospital with ingrown toe nails and trench fever.  Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on March 24 remaining until discharged to the hospital ship Karoola on 6 May, 1919 at Southampton.
Base Records advised his wife on 31 March, 1919 that it was reported that Sergeant Mullins had been admitted on 17/3/19 to the Lewisham Military Hospital, London, England suffering from trench fever, actual condition not stated.  His address for correspondence was also included.
Sergeant Mullins embarked as an invalid on 6 May, 1919 on board H.T. Karoola for discharge in Australia.  His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:


Base Records advised his wife on May 28 he was returning home.  

In the Casualty List his name was listed on their way home and published in the:


News of their impending arrival was announced in the:

The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 28 June, 1919.
Base Records replied to M/s W.F. Brimson, Gear Hill, Maiden Bradley, Bath, England on 21 July, 1919 to her communication dated 27 May, relative to No. 3647 Sergeant J.M. Mullins and informed her the matter had been referred to the Adjutant-General, Victoria Barracks, Sydney who would reply to her.  The soldier arrived in Sydney 28/6/19.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the No. 4 Aust General Hospital and was still at patient there on 17 September, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:



Essential facts:
Attack of Trench Fever in Dec. 1916.  Hospital 1/12, 






never well since.  Attack of pains from time to time.  Tachycardia

(rapid heart rate).  Effort Syndrome. (also called Soldier’s Heart.  Nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety). 



Disability:

Due to service


Present condition & progress:
Now almost well


Discharge recommended:
Yes


Finalisation Board:

Due to service


Labour market:

15%


Board recommends:

Discharge





Confirmed for Discharge No. 4 A.G.H. 17/9/19

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 1 November, 1919 as medically unfit.
Mr T.W. Jolliffe wrote for Civil Member to Base Records asking has this man been discharged yet.  Base Records briefly replied on 10 February, 1920 that the soldier was discharged on 1 November, 1919 in 2nd Military District.
The British War Medal (46455) and the Victory Medal (45381) were issued to Sergeant 3647 James Martin Mullins, 1st Tunnelling Company to wear for serving his country.

From 1932 he and his wife were listed as residing at Daisy Villa, Burns Crescent, Chiswick with his occupation as wire weaver.

Mrs Bridget Mullins died on 10 December, 1936 with arrangements published in the:


He continued to reside at their Chiswick address with the same occupation.
James Martin Mullins, late of Chiswick, passed away at Petersham on 4 May, 1956 aged 73 years.  Family announcements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde within Section C in grave no. 1069 and he was afforded a Commonwealth War Grave.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  


Contd.





Continues


Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.		


				


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 	





Section Sergeant J.M. Mullins identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sgt J.M. Mullins - Photo sourced from Virtual War Memorial Australia website





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare:


   Sergt J.M. Mullins									            Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday May 10, 1919:


464TH CASUALTY LIST – NEW SOUTH WALES


ILL


Sgt Jas. Martin Mullins, Leichhardt							            Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday June 6, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


BY THE KAROOLA


The following is a list of officers, nurses and men of the A.I.F., who are returning to Australia by the Karoola, which left England on May 6:


	Sgt Jas. Martin Mullins								            Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 28, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Invalid soldiers by the Karoola will disembark this morning.  Relatives and Friends who have tickets marked Karoola will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  The Queensland soldiers will leave by special train for Brisbane at 11.25 a.m.


Cars numbered on the Red Cross Register from 468-541 are required at No.1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at 9 a.m.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday December, 11, 1936;


FUNERALS


MULLINS—The Relatives and Friends of Mr JAMES MULLINS and FAMILY are kindly invited to attend the FUNERAL of his beloved WIFE and their MOTHER and GRANDMOTHER, BRIDGET AGNES MULLINS; to leave her late residence Nelson House, Burns-Crescent, Chiswick THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON at 2.30 o’clock for the Catholic Cemetery, Field of Mars.


MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 7, 1956:


FUNERALS


MULLINS—The Relatives and Friends of Mr JAMES MARTIN MULLINS are kindly invited to attend his Funeral to leave ALL HALLOW’S CHURCH, Halley Street, FIVE DOCK, this (Monday) Afternoon after prayers commencing at 2.15 o’clock for the Catholic Cemetery, Field of Mars.


A. O’HARE, Leichhardt





War Grave of Sgt J.M. Mullins in Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde, NSW


Photos sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








