SAPPER PATRICK MULLEN
7229 – Tunnelling Company Reinforcements

Patrick Mullen was born on 20 August, 1877 at Ballygermoyle, Keadive, Roscommon, Ireland the son of William (died 1899) and Maria (nee Campbell) Mullen.  He married on 23 January, 1898 at the Catholic Chapel, Goresbridge, Kilkenny to Bridget Mary O’Toole.
The couple disembarked from London, England on the steamer Duke of Westminster on 21 February, 1899 for Brisbane, Queensland, Australia arriving on 24 April, 1899.  He was a twenty-one-year-old labourer and Bridget was twenty-eight and contracted to work land in Brisbane.  

Brief news of their arrival was reported in the:
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In 1913 he worked as a carter and resided at Bathurst Street, Red Hill with his wife where they remained until 1917 and listed at Moore Street, Kelvin Grove with the same occupation.
At the Adelaide Street, Brisbane recruiting depot on 31 January, 1917 the thirty-eight-year-old married carter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  He had previously been rejected for varicose veins.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  
His surname had been recorded incorrectly as Mullan and on 7 February, 1917 he signed a Statutory Declaration as follows:

Queensland to Wit.

(1) I, Patrick Mullen, of Enoggera in the State of Queensland, a member of the Aust. Imperial Forces, do solemnly declare that I enlisted at Brisbane in the said State on the 31st January last past.

(2) I further declare that the answer to question (1) in my Attestation Papers respectively contained is erroneous inasmuch as my name incorrectly is spelt and I further declare that my true and proper name is Patrick Mullen.
And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same is true and by virtue of the Provisions of the Statutory Declarations Act of 1911.



(sgd.) Patrick Mullen

Declared before me at Fraser’s Hill Camp, Enoggera aforesaid this seventh day of February, nineteen seventeen.









(sgd.) G.A. Staffborn J.P.

He went before the Medical Board at Fraser’s Hill on 9 February, 1917 and his statement of case reads:



Disability:
Varicose veins


Origin of disability:
Charters Towers


Essential facts:
He states that he first noticed the distended veins 12 years ago and that





they have been increasing in size ever since.


Causation disability:
Indefinite


Present condition:
Internal Suphena of R leg is in a varicose condition for almost the whole





course


Was operation advised and declined: Yes


Recommendation:
Permanently unfit – yes


Board findings:
In toto


Present condition:
R. Internal Suphena Vein right leg – varicose (knotted blood vessels)

Caused by service:
not so caused


Disability permanent:
Yes.  Operation refused


Labour market:
Nil (as on enlistment)


Was refusal unreasonable: - Yes


Discharge:

Permanently unfit – yes


Further treatment:
refuses treatment






Enoggera 9/2/17


Approved:

15/2/17


Board Summary:
Condition prior to enlistment.  Varicose Veins.  Refuses necessary operation.





Discharged 9/2/17.

He was discharged on 9 February, 1917 as medically unfit and not due to misconduct from the 11th Depot Battalion.

Attestation forms were completed on 12 February, 1917 and describe him as (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing (158lbs) with a chest expansion of (38-40ins) and had a fresh complexion with good vision in his hazel eyes and brown hair.  Physical development was good.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his right arm received in 1900.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Medical notations were required dental treatment and accepted on condition he was operated on for varicose veins.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Bridget Mullen of Ballymore Estate, Kelvin Grove, Brisbane and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their three children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 12 February to 9 March but during this time spent 28 days in No. 13 Aust General Hospital for varicose veins from 13 February to March 12 where a Trendelenburg’s operation had been performed. Was in the Hospital from 9 March until April 3 and for further instruction trained with the 8th Reinforcements to the 42nd Battalion returning to A Company on April 10.  On 15 April was allotted to the Engineers and final Home Leave was taken from 7th to 9th May before a transfer to the Mining Corps (1st Military District) training to 5 June, 1917.

Was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria on June 7 joining B Company for further training.  On 15 July joined the March, 1917 Reinforcements.  Military Authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife at Ballimore House, Ballimore Estate, Kelvin Grove, Brisbane.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7229.

The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  
The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

A Kit Inspection was held on 8 October, 1917 and contained the following items:

Hat badge, Universal Kit Bag, Ankle boots & laces, braces, hair, shaving & tooth brush, 2 prs


Drawers, Greatcoat, Khaki hat, Holdall, Housewife, Cardigan jacket, fork, knife & spoon, 


Razor & case, 2 flannel shirts, 2 singlets, 3 prs socks, Chin strap, 2 towels, 2 abdominal belts


2 collar badges, woollen breeches, Service Dress Jacket, boot laces, putties, 4 Australia titles,


Sea Kit Bag, S.D. Jacket, comforter cap, mess tin covers, Identity disc, Dressing fluid, Knife


Clasp & lanyard, leather waist belt, carrier, water bottle, 2 greatcoats, frog bayonet, Haversack M.S.

Issues to his Kit were:

Comb, Cap Mackintosh, Woollen gloves, belt for equipment, 2 braces with buckle, water bottle

Carrier, carrier for tool head, carrier for tool halve, carrier for cartridge, pack, 2 supporting straps.


Entrenching tool head and helve, flannel shirt, leather jacket.

Items withdrawn and replaced:

Universal kit bag, boots and laces, pr drawers, singlets, towel, abdominal belts, woollen breeches


S.D. Jacket, bandoller 4 10” rounds, Carrier for water bottle, frog bayonet & haversack, greatcoats,

Entrenching tool, pack, helve & carrier, cartridge carrier, pack & supporting straps. Leather jacket 


& waterproof capes.

Sapper appeared before the Medical Board at Parkhouse on 10 October, 1917 and his Statement of Case reports:



Disability:
Urethral Stricture   Age 43 years

Date of disability:
1901


Place of Disability:
Brisbane, Qld


Essential facts:
Has sounds passed 2? per week for 2 months.  Got his own catheter and




used it for 3 months then had no trouble till 1917, Seymour.  Reported 

to M.O. but had no instrument & passed and had to leave [unreadable]

to pass water.


Causation disability:
Gonorrhoea 1901


By active service:
not due to active service


Present condition:
No instrument available for testing but he states that since being in this





camp has had difficulty in inclination in having a very slow stream 





sometimes, only drips especially when working [rest line blurred]





Cannot pass a 3/6 sound 


Recommendation:
Yes, discharge unfit for a change to Australia


Approved:

Parkhouse 13/10/17


Board Finding:
C3 debility.  Permanently unfit for general service and unfit for home service

On 22 November, 1917 Sapper marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Sapper Mullen embarked for discharge in Australia on 30 January, 1918 due to urethral stricture on the H.T. Euripides from Plymouth, England.  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.
His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:
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The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 March, 1918.  A brief announcement of their arrival was published in the:

The Queenslanders left Melbourne by train for the New South Wales border at Albury changing trains for the journey to Sydney (2nd M.D.)  Three trains conveyed them to Brisbane and their movements and expected arrivals were reported in the:

Sapper arrived on 25 March, 1918 to Brisbane (1st M.D.) and the soldiers left for the Disembarkation Medical Board at Kangaroo Point where he entered No. 6 Aust General Hospital for five days and discharged on March 30.

He appeared before the Medical Board and their findings were:



Board finds:
Urethral Stricture [unreadable word]


Board recommends:
Discharge



Incapacity:
Nil


Confirmed:
27/4/18

He was sent to the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers for disposal.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 15 May, 1918 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (31310) was issued to 7729 Sapper Patrick Mullen, Tunnelling Reinforcements for serving his country.  As he did not get to the Western Front was ineligible for the Victory Medal.

From 1921 onward they were living at Kilronan, Dunsmore Street, Kelvin Grove with his occupation as a carter until 1925 and he had no occupation.

Patrick Mullen passed away on 9 August, 1955 aged 77 years.  Interment took place in portion 7A of Toowong Cemetery within section 149 in plot no. 30.


Mrs Bridget Mullen died in 1962 and buried in the same grave.
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday April 24, 1899:


LATEST SHIPPING


The Duke of Westminster, s., arrived from London on Saturday, and is now berthed at the A.U.S.N. Company’s Norman wharf.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday March 5, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – LIST “U” – TO ARRIVE SHORTLY


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.


7229. Spr. P. Mullen, Tun Coy Rfts, Brisbane.						


Article abridged





Herald (Melbourne) Wednesday March 20, 1918: 


LIST “U” DISEMBARKATION


Officers and men in official list “U” will be disembarked at Port Melbourne tomorrow.  Those for New South Wales will be landed as 12 noon, while the Victorians and others will be disembarked at 2.20 p.m.





Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday March 24, 1918: 


RETURNING SOLDIERS – QUEENSLANDERS ON U LIST TO-DAY


Queenslanders on list U will arrive in Sydney this morning by three special trains from Albury, and will go on to Brisbane during the day.


The first train will arrive at 9.45 a.m., with 146 men, they will leave for Brisbane by a special train at 10.15 a.m.  The second train will arrive at 10.15 a.m. and the men (120) will go on by a special train at 11.25 a.m. and the men (110) will be taken to Rose Hall, where they will be given lunches cooked by the Red Cross Kitchen, and will leave at 2.15 p.m. to catch a special train in the afternoon.


Relatives should attend at the station where they will be able to see the soldiers before they leave.  If their soldiers did not arrive till the third train, they may see them in the grounds at Rose Hall and afterwards at the station.


Red Cross cars numbered from 113 to 150 are requested to be at the Chambers-street entrance to the Central Station, at 10.20 a.m., and cars numbering from 151 to 173 to be at Rose Hall at 2.15 a.m., to take the Queenslanders to the station.





Grave in Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-grave submitted by Kevin Dyson 7/7/2022








