SAPPER LOUIS FREDERICK MOULTON
653 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Louis Frederick Moulton was born in Sandhurst, Bendigo, Victoria on 19 March, 1863 the eldest son of Samuel Jenkins and Sarah Ann (nee White) Moulton.   His father had been a mine manager of the Excelsior mine but in March, 1867 took the family to England on the 1057-ton Blackwall liner of Money Wigram & Sons Yorkshire bound for London departing Melbourne on 19 March.  
In 1871 the family were residing at 22 Clyde Road, Bristol and the household was made up of Samuel J. (36) house builder, Sarah A. (24), Louis L. (8), Samuel H. (4), Francis G. (2) and Walter J. (9mths) with Frances Louis (15) a domestic servant.
His father had been manager for a time at the Vosser Lead Mine at Red Hill, England.

The family was returning home to Australia on the steamer Orient when Samuel Moulton died during the voyage near Sierra Leone, West Africa.  On 17 December, 1979 the family consisting of Sarah A. (33), Louis F. (16), Francis (10), Walter (9) and Edward (1) arrived and returned to Bendigo.
Louis married on 12 August, 1891 to Rose Dunn in Bendigo, Vic.  This was announced in the:
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The couple were residing in 1903 at 349 High Street, Northcote with his occupation as an estate agent.  Sometime later they moved to Broken Hill, New South Wales to be a miner.

At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill during the week ending October 27, 1915 the married forty-eight-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination enabling him to go to Adelaide (4th Military District), South Australia to enlist.
A send-off was given to the departing volunteers which was reported in the:
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At the Adelaide recruiting depot on 28 October, 1915 Attestation forms were completed describing him as (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing (147lbs) with a chest expansion of (34½-36ins) and a fair complexion and brown hair and his blue eyes tested to fair sight in the right eye and good vision in the left one.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Rose Moulton of William and Chloride Streets Broken Hill and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their three children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
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Basic training commenced with the Miners’ Corps, 2nd Depot Battalion from October 28 until transferred to join other recruits from all round the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales with the Mining Corps.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 653 in No. 2 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  
Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 29 December, 1916.

His service continued without illness or injury until 8 September, 1917 when on leave in England was admitted 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Southall with debility.  Was discharged on 25 September to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Moulton embarked for Australia due to cardiac valvular degeneration on 31 October, 1917 on the troopship H.T. Berrima.  Base Records would have advised his wife he was returning home.
His name was among those soldiers returning listed in:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 27 December, 1917.  The returned soldiers left for Adelaide by special train.  Their arrival was covered by the:
Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 29 January, 1918 as medically unfit.

The 4th Military District forwarded his medical and other service documents to Base Records on 25 February, 1918 advising that he had been discharged medically unfit and not due to misconduct after serving two years and 94 days of which one year and 303 days had been spent abroad.

The British War Medal (10085) and the Victory Medal (10021) were issued to Sapper 653 Louis Frederick Moulton, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
His name was inscribed on the St Peter’s Church War Memorial with the unveiling of the Honour Board in 1922 reported in the:


In 1924 they were residing at 45 Percy Street, Prospect, Adelaide, S.A.
Louis Frederick Moulton passed away on 8 October, 1942 aged 79 years in the Repatriation Hospital, Keswick, Adelaide.  Interment took place in the Southern section of North Road Cemetery, Nailsworth, Adelaide, S.A. within row 48S in grave no. 8702.  Announcement and arrangements were published in the:


A notice of thanks was placed in the Bereavement column of the:

Mrs Rose Moulton died on 1 May, 1947 at 75 years of age and also buried in the North Road Cemetery.  Family notices appeared in the:
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Bendigo Advertiser Tuesday September 22, 1891:


MARRIAGE


MOULTON—DUNN. –On the 12th August, by special license, at the Residence of the bride’s parents, by the Rev. R. Keith Mackay, Congregational minister, Louis Frederick Moulton, eldest son of the late S.J. Moulton, to Rose, eldest daughter of Hy. Dunn, Honeysuckle street, Bendigo.





Barrier Miner Thursday October 28, 1915:


IN BROKEN HILL - MINERS’ CORPS DEPARTS


ENTHUSIASTIC SEND-OFF


The members of the Barrier Empire League and the public generally accorded the first section of the Broken Hill quota of the Miners Corps and other recruits, who left for Adelaide by last night’s express, a very enthusiastic farewell.  The recruits were marched from the B.B.B. Rooms to the New Masonic Hall, where a procession was formed as follows: —Salvation Army Band, returned soldiers, Boy Scouts, and cadets (with bugle band), carrying the national colors of the Allies, Miners’ Corps, and other recruits, and members and sympathisers of the Barrier Empire League.  Argent-street was traversed as far as Bromide-street, and the Sulphide-street Railway Station was reached shortly after 7 o’clock.  Lieutenant R.H. Resch was in charge, with Mr J. Sherlock as Marshal.





A large crowd had assembled on the railway station—and along the route—and while good-byes were being said the Salvation Army Band rendered “Auld Lang Syne,” “God Be with You till We Meet Again” and “Rule Britannia,” and other airs.  Prior to the departure of the express Mr Justin M’Carthy, hon. Secretary of the Barrier Empire League, called for three cheers for the departing recruits, which were vigorously given.  Other cheers were given, and the warmth of the send-off was most pronounced.





The following is a complete list of those who left, Mr T.H. Smith being in Charge: —        


Cont’d





Miners Corps


H.G. Forrest			G.A. Lane		A.J. Vawser			S.W. Noakes


A.L. Hogg			T Lewis		W.G. Lane			H. Phillips


F.W. Wright			A.E. Jenkins		F. Bennetts			G.H.S. Hooper


S. Macklin			R.W. Lee		J. Harper			E. Muddock


G.R. Parry			T.H. Smith		H.A. Wilkins			A.B. Cavill


L.F. Moulton			S.M. Lane		F. Landon			F. Lucas


G. Holloway			W.F. M’Culloch	G.L. Budge			A.L.R. Hanton


W.W. Murray			C. Parkin		S. Blight			A. Mitchell


General Service:


P. Blight, J.J. Dempsey, S.R. Davies, T. Mutlow, G. Phillips.





There are still vacancies in the Miners Corps, and another 30 or 40 men will be accepted.   


             Abridged to Tunnellers names only





Sapper L.F. Moulton


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree – Moulton, shared by


Darron W. Robertson 8/4/2011





Advertiser Saturday December 22, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – LIST B.


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.  


653 Pte L.F. MOULTON, 2nd Mining Corps.						            Article abridged





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Monday December 31, 1917:


SOLDIERS RETURNED


Another batch of 84 sick and wounded South Australian soldiers arrived home yesterday afternoon from the front.  They were welcomed on reaching the North terrace station by Hon. R.P Blundell (Minister of Repatriation and Industry) and the mayor of Adelaide (Mr C.R.J. Glover).  The men were dismissed immediately after the speeches to gather with their friends and relatives.  			


			Article abridged





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Monday October 9, 1922:


ST PETER’S WAR MEMORIAL – UNVEILED BY THE BISHOP


Dr. Anderson, Bishop of Riverina preached at most of the Anglican churches in Broken Hill yesterday, but his most important service was held at St Peter’s Lane-street, in the morning, when he unveiled the honor roll of church memorial, which is to commemorate the service of all men connected with the church who served in the Great War.  The honor roll, which was manufactured in Adelaide, is of blackwood, and the names on it are inscribed in gold letters.  There is s lot of scroll work about the board, and at the bottom are the words “Pro Deo et Patria.” 


Service opened with singing of the hymn.  The Bishop said: “For those who made the sacrifice of their lives we pray that they may have joy and peace in Paradise.  Those who returned with maimed bodies and shattered health we salute with grateful hearts, and trust that their country may never forget them.”


Prayers were offered for the King, the Empire and the fallen soldiers.  Bishop Anderson then approached the honor board which was draped with a Union Jack and an Australia flag.  He unveiled the board with the following remarks: “I unveil this board to the memory of the brave, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”  Prayers were then offered for peace, for the King, and for all in authority, and the National Anthem was sung.


With the completion of the service several relatives of fallen soldiers placed flowers on a ledge at the foot of the honor board.


Following is a list of the names on the board:


L.F. Moulton 									                          


 Article abridged





Advertiser (Adelaide) Friday October 9, 1942:


DEATHS


MOULTON. –On Oct. 8, Repatriation Hospital Keswick, Louis Frederick Moulton, 45 Percy st., Prospect, loved husband of Rose, loving father of Harry, George, Louis, (A.I.F.), Gladys, Irene, Ethel; also Elsie and Nellie (deceased); aged 79 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


MOULTON. –The friends of the late Mr Louis Frederick Moulton (late 2nd Tunnelling Coy, A.I.F.) are respectfully informed that his parents will be interred in the North Road Cemetery.  The funeral is appointed to leave his late residence, 45 Percy St., Prospect, on Saturday, at 3 p.m.


R.M. MOUNTFORD (late A.I.F.)


Funeral Director





Advertiser Wednesday December 2, 1942:


MRS L.F. MOULTON and family wish to thank friends and relations for expressions sympathy and floral tributes in recent sad bereavement.  Special thanks to Mrs Moyle and Mr Lockett.





Advertiser (Adelaide) Friday May 2, 1947:


DEATHS


MOULTON. –On May 1, at 68 Barker road, Prospect, Rose, widow of Louis Frederick Moulton, and loving mother of Henry, George, Louis, Gladys (Mrs W.J. Dennis), Irene (Mrs V.C. Sigmond), Ethel (Mrs L.H. Johns), also Elsie and Nellie (deceased).  Aged 75 years.  Resting.





FUNERAL NOTICES


MOULTON. –The friends of the late Mrs ROSE MOULTON are respectfully informed that her Remains will be interred in the North Road Church of England Cemetery.  The Funeral is appointed to leave 66 Barker Road, Prospect, THIS DAY (Friday), at 3 p.m.











Plaque for Rose Moulton


Photo sourced from Billion Graves website


Taken by Sabrina Bettridge 28/8/2014 and transcribed by Joyse PL 15/9/2014





His grave in North Road Cemetery, 


Nailsworth, Adelaide, S.A.


Photos supplied by Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs and used with permission





He has a Commonwealth War Grave.





A small plaque for his wife Rose was photographed on the grave.








