SAPPER RAY GLYNDWR MORGAN
1375 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Ray Glyndwr Morgan was born in Lochner Street, Hobart, Tasmania on 16 December, 1895 the son of David (a mariner) and Louise Maria (nee Farthing) Morgan who were married in 1890 in Launceston.  The family moved to Sydney, New South Wales.  Military experience was gained with the Cadet Forces and was most likely still serving in 1915.
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He received his degree in Arts I (e) and became a civil engineer.  Some of his examination results from the Sydney University were published in:

He was employed by the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board in Sydney and resided at Paisley Road, Burwood. 

At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) the single civil engineer stated he was twenty-two-years-old (actually age 19 years) when applying to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 20 September, 1915.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father David Morgan of Paisley Road, Burwood, Sydney, NSW.  He went to Holsworthy camp where he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on 5 October, 1915.

Basic training commenced in the rank of Acting Sergeant with Acting Corporal’s pay with “F” Company 19th Depot Battalion from 5 October, 1915 then allotted to the Miners’ Corps 1st Reinforcements who were training at Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW.  His regimental number was 1375 and was to be Acting Corporal on the voyage to France.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.   
At Alexandria on 25 April he was reduced in ranks to Sapper due to absenting himself without leave.
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia where he was transferred from the 1st Reinforcements to the No.3 Company.  The transport stopped at Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  The same day he was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station and discharged on May 9.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.  

Sapper was attached on 13 May, 1916 to the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers for duty with No. 4 Section.  While there was admitted to the 133rd Field Ambulance on 20 May suffering a left Inguinal Hernia and discharged to his unit on 26 May, 1916.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
The No.3 Company was soon after absorbed into the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.
Military Discipline was issued for the following:


Crime:

While on active service 31/7/16 drunkenness



Award:

Fined 2/6 by Officer Commanding Company 1/8/16

While on leave in London on 14 December, 1916 became sick with hernia and nephritis (inflammation of kidneys) and later admitted to the 4th General Hospital with a social disease on 27 January, 1917.  He was transferred on 3 February to the Chisledon Military Hospital and two days later entered the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  After 56 days curative care was discharged on 23 March to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.

Base Records regretted to advise his father on 9 February, 1917 that it was reported his son had been admitted to hospital in England suffering urethritis, hernia.   His address for correspondence was also included.  
His father replied to Base Records on 13 February, 1917 after receiving news of his son’s sickness and advising his address would now be Kenilworth, Devonshire Street, Croydon, N.S.W. to let him know of any further updates.
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His name was among those listed in the 273rd Casualty List published in the: 
Discipline was issued while there:



Offence:
AWL from 6 p.m. until 3.30 p.m. 5/4/17



Award:

7 days Confined to Barracks by Col. R.L. Brown 23/4/17



Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay (10 shillings) under R.W.
The twenty-one-year-old soldier appeared before the Medical Board at Harefield on 3 April, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
left inguinal hernia S     (sgd.) Ray G. Morgan in agreeance

Date of disability:
May, 1916


Place of disability:
France


Essential facts:
No trouble before enlistment, first noticed in May, 1916.  

Gonorrhoea 27/1/17; Syphilis 5/2/17 to Military hospital, Bulford



Causation:
Strain on active service


Present condition:
3/4/17 no sign of venereal disease now.  Well-marked inguinal hernia





left side


Was operation performed: No


Recommendation:
permanently unfit for general service; fit for home service if operated on


Board finding:

Class Ciii Permanently unfit for general and home service   13/4/17


Approved:

20/4/17

On April 14 marched out to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
Sapper Morgan embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 4 May, 1917 due to Inguinal Hernia on the H.T. Runic.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  He was admitted on May 8 to the ship’s hospital for three days and discharged to convalesce on 11 May.  
Base Records advised his father on 1 June that his son was returning home.  
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 July and soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland boarded trains for Sydney (2nd M.D.)  News of their impending arrival was reported in the:
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Their arrival on the troop train in Sydney on 6 July, 1917 was published in the:


Sapper Morgan entered No. 4 Aust General Hospital, Randwick on 26 July, 1917 with left sided hernia requiring an operation which was performed on 3 August. 
Medical Officer’s notes:


5/9/17 Quite healed -1 month’s leave in a convalescent home then discharge as permanently unfit
          9/10/17 Quite able to go to St George’s Heights for further convalescence.
        17/10/17 Operation scar normal - no trouble with wound – no after effects from venereal disease
On 9 October, 1917 he appeared before the Medical Board who recommended he return to duty.  Notes stated:  Condition normal and send to Details Camp. 
Sapper went to the Details Camp, St George’s Heights.  He returned to duty on 23 October allotted to the Non-Commissioned Officers’ School at the Engineers’ Depot, Moore Park, Sydney.
The 2nd Military District forwarded to Base Records on 29 October, 1917 documents in connection with the soldier as per their request.
Base Records forwarded C.M. Form 7 to his former Cadet Unit advising of his early return to Australia.

Sapper was re-admitted to No. 4 Aust General Hospital, Randwick on 6 November, 1917 suffering from a painful scar from the hernia operation.  Medical Referee Board report states:


Debility: 
Permanent – scar tissue over hernia scar

  Attributed to:

strain

 
 Labour capacity:
reduced by half

  
Recommend:

discharge

The 2nd Military District forwarded documents and advice to Base Records in Melbourne on 15 November, 1917 that this soldier returned on 6 July, 1917 and was discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 21 November, 1917.  For serving his country Sapper 1375 Ray Glyndwr Morgan, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (34145) and the Victory Medal (38711).

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 22 November, 1917 as medically unfit due to a painful hernia scar.  He was issued with a military pension to his address at “Kenilworth,” Devonshire Street, Croydon of thirty shillings per fortnight from 23 November, 1917.

Six months later was appointed temporary house sergeant at the Western Red Cross Home in Bathurst with news of his appointment announced in the:


He was one of the organisers and honorary secretary of the Patriotic Ball committee for the Home and wrote a letter addressing misgivings reported previously in the:


The advertisement for the Ball placed in the:

He was best man at a wedding in Sydney with a write-up appearing in the:


He married in St Barnabas’ Church of England at Upper Lansdowne on 3 July, 1920 to Doris Ethel Tydeman and accepted a position as surveyor for the Murrumbidgee Irrigation System at Griffith, NSW.  

During late 1921 and 1922 the following advertisements were placed regularly in the:


Ray Glyndwr Morgan passed away in the Sydney hospital on 17 April, 1923 aged 27 years.  Announcement was placed in the: 
Interment took place in the General Plot portion of Manly Cemetery, Sydney within section 7 in grave no. 312.


A brief obituary appeared in the:


Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:


Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service on 11 May, 1923 for the Repatriation Commission, Chalmers Street, Sydney and forwarded relevant documents to them on May 28.
His service in commemorated on the Burwood Memorial Arch, Sydney.
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Sydney Morning Herald Friday September 24, 1915:


UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY – ADDITIONAL RESULTS


The following additional examination results are announced:


FACULTY OF ARTS


Mathematics I: Pass (e) R.G. Morgan


Latin 1: Pass (e) R.G. Morgan									Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Monday February 19, 1917:


NEW SOUTH WALES – WOUNDED


Spr. R.G. Morgan, Burwood								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Tuesday February 20, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOR – NEW SOUTH WALES


The 273rd casualty list of the Australian Expeditionary Forces was issued yesterday.


WOUNDED


Spr. R.G. Morgan, Burwood.								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Sydney Friday 6 July, 1917: 


SOLDIERS RETURNING TO-DAY


MELBOURNE—Thursday—Twelve hundred and fifty returned soldiers including 360 for New South Wales disembarked at Port Melbourne to-day.  The New South Wales section entrained for home later in the day.








Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 7, 1917: 


BACK FROM FRANCE – WELCOME TO OUR SOLDIERS


Three trains carrying 378 New South Wales soldiers and 149 Queenslanders, all from the western front, arrived in Sydney yesterday morning.  A large crowd awaited the arrival of the men and gave then a very cordial reception.  The New South Wales men arrived later, and excepts for a few cases for Randwick and Broughton Hall, they were conveyed by motor to the Buffet.  Lively airs by the Liverpool Headquarters Band, greeted the returned men.  On the platform, among many others were the district Commandant (Brigadier-General Lee), Colonel Stokes, P.M.O. and Mrs Stokes, Senior-Chaplain Prescott, Captain Bell (Staff Officer for Invalids), Mr L.H. Pitt, Misses Mort, N. Bailey and Gladys Owes and other representatives of the Red Cross.  Members of the Burwood No. 2 V.A.D. in charge of Miss Mullins were on the platform, each with a basket of cigarettes and twigs of wattle.		





National Advocate (Bathurst) Tuesday May 14, 1918:


PERSONAL


Owing to the resignation of Sergeant Kennedy, Sgt R.G. Morgan has been appointed temporary house sergeant at the Western Red Cross Home.  Mr Morgan has been on service with the Mining Battalion for nearly two years and was wounded in France.  He was formerly employed as a civil engineer by the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board.  He is a brother of Mr. Maurice Morgan, for some time on the staff of the Bathurst branch of the Australian Bank of Commerce.





Bathurst Times Thursday May 16, 1918:


CORRESPONDENCE – PATRIOTIC BALL


(To the Editor)


Sir, As had already been advertised in your columns, the men at Hathrop are holding a grand patriotic ball on Wednesday, 22nd inst., at the Masonic Hall.  The committee of the above having met with some little antagonism in Bathurst, from those who are under the impression that we desire to clash with the Orphanage Ball, desire me to fully state our case.


Firstly—When a meeting was convened for the purpose of rising funds toward the support of the Home, it was not generally known that an Orphanage ball was already more than under consideration—in fact, that it had been advertised. 


contd





continues


Secondly—When our date became known in Bathurst, we were informed that we were a week previous to the Orphanage.  We then sought to postpone our function, but found that it would mean six weeks before our ball could be held.  Such a length of time would probably mean the absence from the Home of the entire committee that had been appointed.


Lastly—The matron, the committee, the V.A.D. staff, and all men in the Home desire to assure the organisers of the Orphanage Ball that, so far from trying to out from them some of their patronage, we are only too ready to do whatever lies in our power to support what is undoubtedly one of the finest institutions of its kind in New South Wales—Yours, RAY G. MORGAN.





Bathurst Times Monday May 20, 1918:


GRAND PATRIOTIC BALL


MASONIC HALL


WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1918


Proceeds to be devoted to Local Red Cross Home


PATON’S ORCHESTRA


GRAND SUPPER catered by Red Cross Home


DOUBLE TICKET        18/6


SINGLE, GENT’S       7/6 


SINGLE LADY’S        3/6 


Make applications for Tickets early.


All communications to be address to joint Hon. Secs.


	JOHN WOOD


                     RAY G. MORGAN


                     “Hathrop”, Bathurst


                        J. KELLY, Hon Treas.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday August 10, 1918:


At St Andrew’s Cathedral on July 27 the Dean of Sydney officiated at the marriage of Ella Mary, youngest daughter of the late Mr E.J. Buchan, of Grafton, and Mrs Buchan, Artarmon, with Lieutenant George Arthur Whitton, R.N.R. (on furlough) eldest son of Captain and Mrs F.W. Whitton, of Annandale.


Mr R.G. Morgan (late A.I.F.) acted as best man and Mr H. Bridgen as groomsman.	


Article abridged





Murrumbidgee Irrigator Tuesday May 16, 1922:


RAY G. MORGAN


(Late A.I.F.)


BUILDING AND CONCRETE 


SPECALIST


GRIFFITH


Will quote for any types of Concrete Work


Mortar Lined Farm Ditches, Concrete Fark Ditch Checks, 


place in position on the farm.  Diggers’ Bungalows a specialty.


Plans and Specifications Supplied from £2 /2/-


All Classes of Building work supervised on commission.


Have permanent improvements on your far,


ADDRESS – GRIFFITH, N.S.W.





Murrumbidgee Irrigator Friday September 8, 1922:


R.G. MORGAN


CONSULTING ENGINEER


GRIFFITH


Plans and Specifications supplied from £2/2/-.  Special quote to Builders








Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 14, 1923:


DEATHS


Morgan—April 17, 1923, At Sydney Hospital, Raymond, dearly beloved husband of Doris Morgan, of Manly, 27 years.





His headstone in Manly Cemetery, Sydney


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree 


submitted by A. Lonnon


31/12/2016





Murrumbidgee Irrigator (Leeton) Friday April 20, 1923:


DEATH OF MR. RAY MORGAN.


Mr Ray Morgan, who was well known on the area, died at Sydney of Thursday.  For some time the deceased was employed as a surveyor by the Irrigation Commission and later was in business in Griffith on his own account.  He was quite a young man, and leaves a wife and child for whom much sympathy will be felt.





Daily Telegraph Thursday May 10, 1923:


LEGAL NOTICES


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES—PROBATE JURISDICTION—In the Estate of RAY GLYNDWR MORGAN late of Griffith and Manly in the State of New South Wales, Civil Engineer deceased (intestate).  APPLICATION will be made after fourteen days from the publication hereof that Administration of the Estate of the abovenamed deceased may be granted to DORIS ETHEL MORGAN the Widow of the said deceased.  And notice is hereby given that creditors are hereby required to send in their claims within the said period of fourteen days to the undersigned at whose office all notices may be served.  W. RUPERT CARTER Proctor for the Administratrix Banna Avenue, Griffith.  By his Agents Messrs CAMPBELL and ROWE Proctors, 91 Pitt Street, Sydney.





Burwood Memorial Arch, Sydney – 


Photo sourced from 


Monument Australia website





Tablet on Burwood Memorial Arch, Sydney


Photo sourced from Monument Australia website








