SAPPER SAMUEL MONTGOMERY

193 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Samuel Henry Montgomery was born in Charters Towers, Queensland in 1888 son of William and Jane (nee Moore) Montgomery.   His occupation was a Miner when he enlisted at Toowoomba, Queensland on October 1st, 1915 aged 27 years.  

He passed his medical examination and was sworn in.  Attestation records show his height 169 cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weight 68 kgs (147lbs) with a chest measurement of 70 cms (27½ ins).  His complexion was fair with blue eyes and brown hair.  Religion was noted as Church of England and next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Jane Montgomery, Kurri Kurri, West Maitland, N.S.W.

For training he was sent to Casula Camp, Liverpool, N.S.W. at the recently established 1st Mining Corps where he was allotted the Regimental number 193 and assigned the rank of Sapper in the No 1 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Sapper Montgomery was detailed to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

While on Active Service in the Field on September 23, 1916 the Sapper was charged by Major J.D. Henry with the following charges two days later:

(1) Drunk

(2) Absent from 8.30 to 9.15 p.m.

(3) Resisting arrest.

    Award: 28 days F.P. no 1. [Field Punishment]
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On November 22, 1916 Sapper Montgomery was killed in action during operations at Hill 60.  He was buried in the Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, Transport Farm, Zillebeke, which was situated 1½ miles from Ypres, Belgium.

His mother as next-of-kin was notified of his death on December 10, 1916 by the Defence Department, Melbourne, Vic. 
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The Northern Miner on December 22, 1916 published the following small tribute:

Mrs Montgomery received condolence letters from his section’s Captain and the Company Major extending assurances her son had received a military burial.  Fifteen months later she wrote to Base Records in July, 1917 from her address in Ranson Street, Kurri Kurri, notifying them about receiving his deferred pay and enquiring the whereabouts of his personal effects including a pocket book and wristlet watch. 

Again in February, 1918 his widowed mother sent a letter saying that she had not received her son’s personal items and desired anything, no matter how small.

A month later on March 28, 1918 Mrs Montgomery wrote to enquire about the Badges for Relatives Killed which was mentioned in the newspaper.  She received a reply from Base Records dated April 10 plus an application form for when they became available.

Sapper Samuel Montgomery 193 1st Tunnelling Company KIA received for his supreme sacrifice the British War Medal (32102) and the Victory Medal (31879) which were sent to his widowed mother on November 15, 1921.  They were followed by the Memorial Scroll despatched on November 24, 1921 and his Memorial Plaque on August 8, 1922.
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Sapper S. Montgomery whose name appeared in the casualty list was a native of Charters Towers but enlisted in Warwick.  He left Sydney in January and went to France.
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