 CORPORAL THOMAS MOAIT

3654 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Thomas Moait stated his birthplace was Maryborough, Victoria in August, 1882 the son of Malcolm Sinclair and Annie (nee Broad) Moait.  He married in 1907 in Timor, Vic to Henrietta Oakman.  They moved to New South Wales.
At the recruiting depot in the Sydney Town Hall on 22 February, 1916 the thirty-two year old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical test.  Personal particulars taken show he was 185cms (6ft 1in) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-95cms (34½-37½ins) with his postal address at 48 Marriott Street, Redfern, NSW.  He had previously been rejected due to a hernia.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further with a medium complexion and brown-grey hair and his grey eyes tested to good vision.  Distinctive mark was a right hernia scar.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Henrietta Moait of 48 Marriott Street, Redfern and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He reported the next day at the Royal Agricultural Showgrounds where he was sworn in.

Basic training commenced the same day going with the Depot Battalion to Bathurst until March 15 and was assigned the next day to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who trained at Rosebery Park, Sydney.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 11 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3654 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops before departure which was published in the:

At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania.

The Company was made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) from Victoria, 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a day later.  On 30 September he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working at Bailleul on the Hill 63 dugouts and at Ploegsteert Wood.
A letter was received on 18 September, 1916 that the Court Martial held on board HMAT Warilda during the voyage from Australia in the case of this soldier was improperly constituted and therefore illegal.  The consequences of the trial were expunged from his record. 


Disciplinary action for 3654 Sapper T. Moait while on board HMAT Warilda:



Absent without Leave at Durban between the hours of 2 p.m. and 3.45 p.m. June 17, 1916

Awarded: 6 day’s detention – the sentence was commuted to 6 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Lt-Col. K.K. Baker on 17/7/16.

His service continued without incident and was promoted in rank to be Corporal on 18 May, 1917 due to Corporal Harbottle being promoted.
While on leave in England he was admitted from Headquarters, London to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 29 October, 1917 with a social disease and after sixty-eight days curative care was discharged on 4 January, 1918 to the Convalescent Training Brigade camp at Parkhouse.  On January 17 moved to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny until 26 January progressing to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.
He advised his wife that he had been made a Corporal in May last and had made an allotment of two shillings and 6 pence a day extra for her and she wrote to Base Records on 7 January, 1918 to ask where she could apply and when likely to get it.  Base Records replied on 11 January, 1918 advising that information regarding military pay of her husband it was necessary to communicate with the Military Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.

On 15 February, 1918 he proceeded overseas to France from Southampton from Longbridge, Deverill arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre marching out a day later to re-join his unit arriving on February 20.

Mrs H. Moait wrote to Base Records on 17 July, 1918 wishing to advise of her change of address from 77 Boronia Street, Redfern to 57 Bourke Street, Redfern.  Records acknowledged her by printed card.

On 26 September, 1918 he was promoted to be Corporal due to Corporal Broadhead being promoted.  Victoria Barracks, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 1 November, 1918 stating that this soldier was to have been promoted to the rank of Second Corporal and the writer would be glad to have confirmation of this statement together with particulars of promotion and subsequent date of embarkation.  Base Records replied on 8 November, 1918 advising that B.R.L. 100/49 contained a record of the soldier’s promotion to 2nd Corporal on 18 May, 1917 and there was no advice of any other alteration to rank since embarkation.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was again granted from 16 December, 1918 until December, 30 and returned to duty on January 4, 1919.  He suffered a lacerated hand on 3 April, 1919 receiving treatment at the 2nd Field Ambulance and returned to duty the same day.

Orders were received on 6 May, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and departed there for England crossing the English Channel on May 15 disembarking at Southampton and arrived at No. 1 Group camp at Longbridge Deverill the next day.

After demobilisation Corporal Moait embarked for Australia on 6 July, 1919 from Southampton on H.T. Boorara.  Base Records advised his wife on 30 July, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The transport arrived at Port Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 26 July, 1919 with a report on their arrival published in the:

The soldiers for New South Wales travelled by trains to Sydney (2nd Military District) arriving on August 28, 1919 and reported in the:

He was assessed by the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet the same day where he stated “I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by War Service and I feel fit and well. Signed T. Moait.”  Discharge was recommended and confirmed the next day.  Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
In 1921 the following was reported in the:

In 1932 their residence was at Balaclava, Boronia Road, Bankstown with his occupation as a miner where they remained until were listed in 1943 as 74 Boronia Road, Bankstown with his last occupation as a labourer.
Thomas Moait died suddenly at this residence on 11 December, 1954 aged 72 years.  Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium with family arrangements placed in the:


REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





The Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory. The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.





Sydney Morning Herald August 27, 1919


RETURNING SOLDIERS - ARRIVALS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


BOORARA


Troops by the Boorara will arrive by special train to-morrow afternoon.


Relations and friends who have tickets marked “Boorara” from the Staff Officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 1.30 p.m.


Queensland soldiers will leave by train for the northern State at a time to be announced.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 48 to 111 are required to be at Chalmers-street entrance, Central Railway Station, at 2 p.m.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday June 8, 1921:


VICIOUS CIRCLE – TAXES CHASE RENTS – MAGISTRATE’S DILEMA- MYERSON’S TENANTS PROTEST


Some of Emanuel Myerson’s tenants protested at the Fair Rents Court to-day against the provision of the Act setting out that the rent of a house must be raised according to the income tax paid by the landlord.  They claimed that in this way they were in effect paying the landlord’s tax and pointed out that every time the rent was increased the landlord’s tax consequently became higher, and the rent had to be raised again.  There was a list of 21 tenants of Emanuel Myerson, property owner, to be dealt with when the Fair Rents Court resumed its sittings today.  They each applied for the fixture of a fair rental.


The tenants were: Thomas Moait (67 Bourke-street, Redfern)                      		


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday 13 December, 1954:


DEATHS


MOAIT, Thomas.—December 11, 1954 (suddenly) at his residence 74 Boronia Road, Bankstown, dearly loved Husband of Henrietta Moait and loved father of Richard, Thomas and Marjorie, aged 72 years.  At rest.


FUNERALS


MOAIT.—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Henrietta Moait and Family are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly loved Husband, Father, Father-in-law and Grandfather; THOMAS MOAIT; to leave our Funeral Home, South Terrace, Bankstown, this Afternoon at 3 o’clock for Crematorium Rookwood.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS











