SAPPER WILLIAM MITCHELL

7846 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Hodgsons Mills, Blyth, Northumberland, England was the birthplace of William Mitchell about 1886.  In 1901 he was a boarder with George and Sarah Spratt and their ten children at 1 Carlyle Court, Blyth.  He was working as a Pit Trapper Boy.  It is not known when he came to Australia but was a miner at Kurri Kurri, NSW in 1917.

At the West Maitland Recruiting Depot, NSW on July 12, 1917 the single miner passed the medical examination for active service abroad.  Attestation Forms were completed describing him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-93cms (33-36½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and fair hair.  His right eye showed very poor vision but the left one tested to normal sight.  Distinctive marks were Tattoos on both arms and forearms and right side of his leg and a scar on his left palm, left of side partially un…[unreadable].  He suffered no fits or consumption.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin in lieu of parents was his friend Mrs Nance Walton of Stamford Street, Kurri Kurri, NSW.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance” the same day.  

He was re-examined at Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW on July 17, 1917 and sent for training to the Recruits at the Showground camp, Sydney but two days later moved to the Engineer Reinforcements, 2nd Military District at Moore Park.  While there he was declared ‘dentally fit’ on July 20.  During this time Final Home Leave was granted from August 3 to August 7 and training finished on August 10.  From there he was sent to the Miners’ Training camp at Seymour, Victoria but went to Isolation camp at Ascot Vale, near Bendigo, Vic from August 25 to September 29, 1917.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7846 and assigned to the May Reinforcements, 1917 to the Tunnelling Companies.  On November 2 the men moved to Bendigo for further instruction returning on November 20 and the following day travelled to Broadmeadows camp in Melbourne, Vic for an overnight stay in readiness for departure the next day.  In preparation for this he had made a Will which was filed with the Records Office.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day. They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5. They boarded on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training.

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on March 2, 1918 marching in the following day to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles but moved on to the Aust Corps Depot on March 8 and Sapper marched out for attachment to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on March 11, 1918.  He was taken on strength with the company on March 14.

On April 24, 1918 he was wounded in action being gassed by a shell and taken to the 24th Aust Field Ambulance.  The next day was moved to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station and progressing the next day to the 3rd General Hospital at Le Treport.  Four days later he was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Guildford Castle and admitted to the War Hospital in Exeter.

He was transferred on May 23, 1918 to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford remaining until June 14, 1918 when he reported to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.

On July 18, 1918 he was reported Absent without Leave returning on July 29 and the following action was taken:



No. 3 C.D.
Ref: A.W.L. from midnight 18/7/18 till 6 p.m. 29/7/18



Award:

Dismissed 30/7/18

He marched out on September 9, 1918 to the No. 1 C.D. at Sutton Veny then went on October 3 to Deverill and departed from the Overseas Training Brigade via Southampton for France on October 27, 1918.

Marched in to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles the next day and departed on November 10 for his Unit.  Along the way he would have heard the news that Peace was declared and rejoined his Unit on November 15, 1918.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting in their district with the rehabilitation of roads and bridges and defusing delayed-action mines and booby traps left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted from March 27 to April 10, 1919.  Returning from leave on April 18 it wasn’t long before he became sick on April 27 and taken to the 20th C.C.S. with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Uncertain Origin).  By April 30 he was dangerously ill with pneumonia.  On May 8 next-of-kin in lieu was notified that he was on the dangerously ill list and by May 14 was advised he was improving.  

On June 10, 1919 he returned to Base then admitted to the 26th General Hospital and transferred to England on June 14 entering the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford the next day.

Base Records on June 16 said that he was off the dangerously ill list and by July 3 information naming the hospital he was admitted to was sent.  

On July 22, 1919 he went to convalesce and at the end of July the update to Mrs Walton from Base Records was he was convalescent.

Sapper Mitchell was discharged with Emphysema to the hospital ship H.T. Kanowna on August 28, 1919.  His friend was advised by Base Records on September 13 that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on October 20.  

His Will was forwarded on September 19, 1919 to the Assistant Adjutant General 2nd Military District.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on February 28, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For service to his country Sapper 7846 William Mitchell, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (79379) and the Victory Medal (75486).

A Statement of his Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Sydney, NSW on March 1, 1931.

He is registered on the Electoral Roll in 1943 residing at Rita Island, Ayr, North Queensland with the occupation of labourer.

William Mitchell died on September 13, 1948 aged 62 years and was buried in the cemetery in Ayr, North Queensland.

Central Army Records received a letter from W.E. MacDonald, Q.C. of 2977 Lake Shore Boulevard, New Toronto, Ontario, Canada dated September 20, 1965 representing Mrs Lillian Mason, the appointed administratrix of the estate of her late Aunt Miss Ellen Mitchell who died intestate about February 15, 1963.  The Laws of Canada accord the heirs are living brothers and sisters, children of the dead brothers and sisters taking the share of their deceased parent.  With the exception of one brother, William Mitchell, who was known to have immigrated to Australia, all heirs had been traced.  

Their information was William Mitchell was known to have been born in about 1886 at Hodgsons Mill, Blyth, Northumberland whose parents were William Hodgson, engine fitter, and Eleanor Jane (nee Pringle).  Mr Mitchell was believed to have gone to Sydney, NSW or Melbourne, Vic about the year of 1908 from Choppington, Northumberland.

Advertisements placed by the Administratrix in The Australian and The Age revealed no concrete results.  A search by the Registrar General in Sydney was being conducted to see if any death had been recorded and the Registrar General suggested the Solicitor write to Army Records as Mr Mitchell was a member of the Aust Imperial Forces in World War I.  He had no particulars of a marriage and wondered if by chance he was receiving a pension if he was alive.  If not, any assistance of when he died would be greatly appreciated.

An unclassified telegram dated September 29, 1965 was sent to Army Records in Brisbane and Melbourne requiring a Repatriation check if any next-of-kin were recorded and that his medical documents were forwarded in 1931 with date of death given as 13 September, 1948.

On October 5, 1965 a Routine Telegram was returned that Repatriation advised that ‘No NOK recorded’.

The Colonel at Army Records advised the Canadian Solicitor on October 8, 1965 that ex-7846 Sapper William Mitchell, 2nd Tunnelling Company was in their records and the subject of their inquiry having given the same birthplace.  Recorded next-of-kin was a friend, Mrs Nance Walton of the above address.  His death had been accepted as due to war service on 13 September, 1948 and enquiries made with the Repatriation Department in Brisbane who also advised that they had no record of any next-of-kin. 

His grave is marked with a Commonwealth War Grave headstone which is located within the Protestant Section of the Ayr Cemetery in grave no. 1174.
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