SERGEANT JOSEPH HENRY MITCHELL

188 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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Born at West Wallsend, New South Wales in 1893, the son of John and Jane Mitchell, Joseph Henry Mitchell was a single Builder just 21 Years 9 Months old when he signed the Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad on 22 August 1915 at Newcastle, NSW.

Joseph was 5ft 8in tall and weighed 162lbs.  He had a fair complexion, grey eyes and reddish hair.  A medical examination found him fit for active service and he was appointed to No. 4 Company of the Mining Corps at Casula, NSW on 28 August.  He named his father, John Mitchell of Regent Street, Lambton, NSW, as his Next of Kin.  

On 1 February 1916, he was promoted to Sergeant, although the photo above shows him with Sergeant stripes in November 1915.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
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Joseph was ‘slightly’ wounded on 27 July 1916, receiving shrapnel to his arm and was admitted to 139th Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to No.2 Casualty Clearing Station on 30 July, and then transferred to 30th General Hospital at Calais on the same day.  On 25 August he was discharged from hospital to the 1st A.D.B.D., Etaples, and on 29 August he rejoined unit. 

On 5 August 1916, Josephs’ records show that he had been awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Montenegrin Medal for his efforts of 24 June. 

The award of the DCM appeared in the London Gazette of 22 September 1916:
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On 16 January 1917, Josephs’ father was sent a copy of the London Gazette entry advising of the award of the DCM to Joseph.

The award of the Montenegrin Silver Medal for Bravery, “awarded by H.M. The King of Montenegro for distinguished service rendered during course of campaign, and dated 31 October 1916” appeared in the London Gazette of 9 March 1917, and on 16 March 1917 a copy of this entry was also forward to Josephs’ father.
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Joseph was wounded, 2nd occasion, on 12 June 17. 
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He was admitted St John Ambulance, Etaples on 13 June with a gunshot wound to the left arm and then passed through 17 Casualty Clearing Station to 18 Ambulance Train and on to 69 Field Ambulance on 20 June.   He was transferred to England on 21 June per H.S. St David, and admitted to Norfolk War Hospital, Norwich.

His father was advised on 25 June 1917 ‘Sergeant Joseph Mitchell Wounded – will advise anything further received’, and on 7 August ‘Sergeant Joseph Mitchell Progressing Favourably’.

On 10 August he was told ‘wound not serious’ and on 28 August he wrote to Victoria Barracks asking for news of his son, as he had not heard regarding his wounds and present address.  The reply of 18 September advised that Joseph was ‘still convalescent’.  Joseph had been transferred to 3rd Auxiliary Hospital on 4 September.

News of his award was published in the:
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Joseph was discharged from hospital to furlough on 26 September to report to Weymouth, Dartford on 10 October, when he was marched in to No. 2 Com. Depot.  
On 4 October 1917 at Kentish Town, Middlesex, Joseph married 24-year-old Dorothy Elizabeth Hoby, the daughter of Richard and Emily (nee Lloyd) Hoby.  The ceremony witnessed by Richard Hoby and Leonard Hoby.
On 30 October 1917, his records were changed to show his Next-of-Kin as his wife, Mrs. Dorothy E. Mitchell, of 45 Caversham Rd, Kentish Town, London. 

On 21 December 1917 Joseph embarked from England per HMAT A34 Persic for return to Australia, disembarking on 12 February 1918 at Melbourne, where he was transhipped for Sydney.

Josephs’ DCM was forwarded to the Department of Defence, Melbourne, from A.I.F. Headquarters, Horseferry Rd, Westminster, London on 18 February 1918.  On 6 April 1918 the Montenegrin ribbon was also sent to the Department in Melbourne.

Sapper Joseph Henry Mitchell DCM was discharged on 22 May 1918 entitled to wear the Distinguished Conduct Medal, the Montenegrin Silver Medal for Bravery, The British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
Dorothy Elizabeth Mitchel followed her husband to Australia on RMS Cluny Castle, first sighting Fremantle Australia in September 1918.  Melbourne was reached on 1 October and it is assumed Dorothy disembarked at Newcastle when Cluny Castle docked there on 6 October 1918.
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Joseph had returned to Newcastle, NSW where he worked as a carpenter.  The following report from the Police Court was printed in the:
His Medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Department, Sydney, on 2 April 1928.

From 1930 on his address was Russell Road, New Lambton, Newcastle and he worked as a carpenter.  The following were published in the:
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In 1954 his residence is recorded as 26 Newton Street, New Lambton with his occupation listed as carpenter.

Dorothy Elizabeth Mitchell died on 29 October 1958.

Joseph Henry Mitchell died on 21 January 1962 aged 68 years.  

He was interred at Sandgate Cemetery, Newcastle at: Anglican 3; Sect 202; Lot 46 with his wife Dorothy.
Their son, 60895 Pilot Officer Jack Mitchell was killed in a flying battle over Germany on 22 June 1944 and is memorialised on Dorothy’s marker.

60895 Pilot Officer Jack Mitchell




Jack Mitchell is remembered at Panel 111, Commemorative Area, Australian War Memorial, the Newcastle Boys High School Memorial Entrance - World War II and the International Bomber Command Centre Memorial, England.
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The Distinguished Conduct Medal – Recommendation: 


No.188 Sergeant Joseph Henry Mitchell, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company


At LE BIZET, on the night of the 24th June 1916, at about 11 o'clock a report came along to the effect that three men had been buried under the parapet, which had been blown up by an enemy Trench Mortar.  This N.C.O. immediately went to their aid and by constant hard work, under heavy enemy fire, succeeded after an hours labour in extricating the three men who were in a very bad condition.  At this point the enemy was between 50 to 60 yards distant from our lines.  He was completely exhausted at the end of his task and had to be carried away.  The lives of these three men were due to his gallant and untiring effort.








In the Le Bizet sector outside Armentieres on the night of 24 June, during one of the all-too-frequent minenwerfer (German trench mortar – known as ‘minnies’ by the British infantrymen) bombardments, three British infantrymen were buried alive when the front parapet of their trench was blown in.  Sergeant 188 Joseph Mitchell of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company happened to be sheltering nearby.  He immediately began to dig the men out, despite the hail of shell and shrapnel from the continuing bombardment.  After an hour of frantic digging he managed to free all three men who were alive, although seriously injured.  Mitchell’s exertions exhausted him to the point that he, too, had to be carried away.  His rescue effort saved the lives of the three men and earned him the Distinguished Conduct Medal.


Crumps and Camouflets – Australian Tunnelling Companies on the Western Front: Damien Finlayson – p90





DCM


188 Sgt. J. H. Mitchell, Aust. Eng.


For conspicuous gallantry and-devotion.  When three men had been buried under a parapet by a trench-mortar bomb explosion, he at once went to their aid, and by great exertion, under heavy fire, he succeeded in extricating them.  The work was done within 60 yards of the enemy.  He was so exhausted that he had to be carried away.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday November 4, 1916:


NEW LAMBTON


SERGEANT MITCHELL D.C.M.


Mr and Mrs John Mitchell, of Regent-street, have received word that their son, Sergeant J.H. Mitchell, has received the D.C.M. for bravery, in rescuing three men of the Sussex Regiment on June 24th last, at La Boysette.  Sergeant Mitchell was also in three raids made on the enemy at La Boysette in August, in which he was wounded, only one man of their company escaping without wounds.  He is now again in the fighting line, having written to his parents from his dug-out, notifying them of the honour received, and enclosing his recommendation card, which reads, “The G.O.C., 41st Division, wishes to place on record his appreciation Sergeant J. H. Mitchell, of the 1st AustralianTunnelling Company, who, on June 24th rescued three men of the 11th Sussex Regiment, who were buried under a fallen parapet, due to shell fire, under close shell fire of the enemy and saved three lives.” 








Decorations and Medals conferred by


H.M. THE KING OF MONTENEGRO.


(October 31, 1916.)


Silver Medal for Bravery.


188 Sergeant Joseph Henry Mitchell, Australian Engineers.








Sydney Morning Herald - Wednesday April 18, 1917:


Willie Wombat


IN THE FIELD, FRANCE, Feb 8.  


Sergt Mitchell, for an act of conspicuous bravery by rescuing three entombed men at a peril of his own life, was recommended for the V.C. but instead was awarded the D.C.M. and Montenegro Medal, the latter being in addition to the D.C.M. award, in view of the special circumstances connected with the valorous act.  Sergt. Mitchell, who is a New South Welshman has been the recipient of many congratulations from his comrades.  He is regarded as one of the pluckiest of his company, and at all times when there is anything doing in the thick of it.  





1ATC War Diary 


Poperinghe


7/12th	Enemy shelled craters consistently 


	Carried our small repairs in dugouts


	Constructed trench through lip of “A” crater (Hill 60)


	Constructed  2 O.Ts across No Man’s Land on right of cutting.


5 men wounded; 





Northern Times (Newcastle) Wednesday September 5, 1917:


NEW LAMBTON


SERGEANT MITCHELL, D.C.M.


Official notification has been received by Mr and Mrs John Mitchell of Regent Street, New Lambton, all the accounts conferred is that Sergeant J.H. Mitchell of Mount [blurred].  A supplement to the London Gazelle on September ? states that the King has appointed the D.C.M. being awarded for service in the field, for conspicuous gallantry and devotion.  When three men had been buried under a parapet by a trench mortar, he went to their aid and by great exertion under heavy shell fire, he succeed in extricating them.  The work was done within 60 yards of the enemy.  He was so exhausted he had to be carried away.  A further [blurred] notice on March 9, 1917 to conspicuous service rendered by Sergeant Mitchell for special award of a silver medal having been conferred by the King of Montenegro.


Sergeant Mitchell was wounded ‘somewhere in France’ on June 12, 1917, and is an inmate of one of the London hospitals, with one of his arms badly smashed.  Hopes are entertained that amputation has been avoided, but his arm will be [blurred] to some arteries and [blurred] having been severed.    








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Friday July 4, 1924:


WALLSEND POLICE COURT


THURSDAY JULY 3


Mr N. Cragg appeared for the New Lambton Council against Joseph Mitchell for causing building work to be done without first obtaining the council’s approval.  Mr O’Neill appeared for the defendant.  Mitchell proceeded against the council for failing to give notice of approval or disapproval of an application to build.  The information against the council was dismissed, and Mitchell was fined £3, with costs totalling £10 6s, in default one month’s imprisonment.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Tuesday November 26, 1935:


TRAFFIC CASE DISMISSED


After hearing evidence of a charge against Joseph H. Mitchell, of Russell-road, New Lambton, for having driven a motor car past a stationary tram in Hunter-street, Hamilton on Wednesday, September 25, the Magistrate dismissed the complaint.


Mitchell, who pleaded “Not guilty,” said that on the night of September 25 he attended a meeting of a social club at Co-operative Store.  He was there for the duration of the meeting.  A minute book (produced) showed that the meeting commenced at 7.30 and ended at 9.45 p.m.  He could not have been in Hunter-street at 8.15 p.m. the approximate time of the occurrence.


By Mr Soane: He never reached home in his car later than [blurred] ?.45p.m.  No one else drove his car.


Constable F.G. Jones stationed at Broadmeadow, said that on October 11 he saw Mitchell, who told him that he drove to a function at the Town Hall, arriving there at 8 p.m. on that night.  He told him that no one else drove his car that night, unless the person had a key and put it back where he left it.


In dismissing the case, Mr Soane said he had no reason to doubt the minute book.


Mr H.L. O’Neill (Messrs Johnson and O’Neill) attended for Mitchell.








Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Wednesday February 26, 1936:


NON-SUIT GRANTED


A non-suit granted in a case in which the Hunter District Water Supply and Sewerage Board claimed £4/11/2 from Joseph Mitchell, of Russell-road, New Lambton for meter excess charges from June 7, 1933 to December, 1933.


Mr B.A. Helmore (Messrs Sparke and Helmore) appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr H.L. O’Neill (Messrs Johnson and O’Neill) for the defendants.








AWM Image ID: A05272 - Mining Corps – November 1915 – Liverpool Camp - 188 Sgt J. Mitchell – front row 4th from left





Image courtesy of the Sandgate Cemetery Trust, Newcastle, NSW








Circular silver medal with laterally pierced cylindrical eyelet for ribbon suspension; the face with the Montenegrin coat of arms; the reverse inscribed ‘ÂÜÐÀ ÑÂÎÁÎÄÀ ÇÀ ÕÐÀÁÐÎÑÒÜ’ (Faith, Freedom, for Bravery), a cross pattée above, crossed swords and a wreath of laurel and palm below; ribbon replaced but correct. The medal was the first Montenegrin decoration, being created in 1841 by Prince-Bishop Petar II Petroviæ-Njegoš. It was awarded for bravery in battle and continued to be awarded sparingly until 1919. 





Australian War Memorial - The Last Post Ceremony: 





60895 Pilot Officer Jack Mitchell, No. 467 Squadron, Royal Australian Air Force - Killed in Action 22 June 1944��Today we pay tribute to Pilot Officer Jack Mitchell, who was killed on active service during the Second World War.


�Born in Newcastle, New South Wales, on 2 June 1922, Jack Mitchell was the son of Joseph and Dorothy Mitchell. A keen sportsman in his youth, the young Jack Mitchell played football and cricket, and was keen on athletics, swimming, and sailing. After finishing school he worked at BHP as a Mechanical Engineering Trainee before attending Sydney University, where he studied engineering.


�He was in the second year of his degree when, on 28 March 1942, he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force and began training as a pilot. Around this time he became engaged to Pauline Brown of Dubbo, but they were not to marry.


�On 6 October 1942 Mitchell embarked at Sydney for overseas service. As part of the Empire Air Training Scheme he was one of almost 27,000 RAAF pilots, navigators, wireless operators, gunners, and engineers, who joined Australian and British squadrons in Britain throughout the course of the war.


�Mitchell was one of many Australian airmen who undertook part of their training in Canada under the Empire Air Training Scheme. In April 1943 he arrived in Britain and undertook further specialist training before being posted to No. 467 Squadron, Royal Australian Air Force. As part of Bomber Command, the squadron flew four-engine Avro Lancaster heavy bombers.


�On the night of 21 June 1944, the Lancaster in which Mitchell was flying was shot down by flak while taking part in a raid on Gelsenkirchen. All of Mitchell’s Australian and British crewmembers were killed.


�He was just 22 years old. His remains are buried beside those of his crewmates in the British and Commonwealth Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in Germany.


�Mitchell’s name is listed on the Roll of Honour on my left, among some 40,000 Australians who died while serving in the Second World War.


�This is but one of the many stories of service and sacrifice told here at the Australian War Memorial. We now remember Pilot Officer Jack Mitchell, who gave his life for us, for our freedoms, and in the hope of a better world.


�Dr Lachlan Grant


Historian, Military History Section


Story delivered 13 October 2016








This profile found on www.aircrewremembered.com





Mission: Scholven-Buer, Germany


Date: 21/22nd June 1944


Unit: 467 Squadron


Type: Lancaster III


Serial No: ED532


Coded: PO-H


Location: Sundern





Pilot: P/O. Edgar Vincent Dearnaley D.F.C AUS414341 R.A.A.F. Age 22. Killed


2nd Pilot: P/O. Jack Mitchell AUS60895 R.A.A.F. Age 22. Killed


Fl/Eng: Fl/Sgt. Samuel Henry Dennis Breedon 948979 R.A.F.V.R. Age 23. Killed


Nav: P/O. Gladstone Arthur A'Court AUS418496 R.A.A.F. Age 23. Killed


W/Op: Fl/Sgt. Rowland McPherson Hill AUS409919 R.A.A.F. Age 21. Killed


Air/Bmr: Sgt. Joseph Edward Emmett 1041920 R.A.F.V.R. Age ? Killed


Air/Gnr: Sgt. Roy Trevethan 1852878 R.A.F.V.R. Age 19. Killed


Air/Gnr: Fl/Sgt. Ronald John Carlill AUS429176 R.A.A.F. Age 23. Killed





Reason For Loss:


Lancaster ED532 took off at 23:02 hours on the 21st June 1944 from RAF Waddington to bomb synthetic oil plant at Scholven-Buer. The Lancaster was shot down by anti aircraft fire (1) which caused it to crash at Sundern. A total of 12,669 A/A shells were reported to have been fired resulting in 8 aircraft being shot down during this raid. ��Crash Investigation Report:


German records state that at 01:42 hours on the night of 21/21st June 1944 a Lancaster aircraft was shot down by IV Flak Division, 3 Kilometres South West of Haltern. It caught fire when it crashed and 7 crew members killed. Cemetery records of Sythen War Cemetery, Map Reference: K.52/A 6455 show the names of Sgt. Hill, Sgt. Trevethan, P/O. Dearnaley, Sgt. Breedon, 1 unknown, Sgt. Emmett, P/O. A'Court, Fl/Sgt. Carlill as being buried there in graves 33/40 inclusive, giving the date of death as 23.6.44. This cemetery contained some 46 bodies and previous cases have shown the records to be most reliable, the cemetery register not having been disproved. ��It is recommended that these identities are accepted with the unknown being Pilot Officer Mitchell. ��Field investigations will be carried out if Air Ministry are unable to accept the Cemetery record but the only positive information brought to light on exhumation were discs showing 418946 A'Court as being in grave 34 which once again agrees with the cemetery record and the cross, in view of the reliability of these particular records, it is recommended that the identities and reburial details in Reichswald Forest British Military Cemetery be accepted.





Australian Military History Facebook:


PILOT OFFICER JACK MITCHELL RAAF


LANCASTER ED532 467 (AUSTRALIAN) SQUADRON 22 JUNE 1944


Jack Mitchell was born in Newcastle, New South Wales on 2 June 1922 and was the son of Joseph and Dorothy Mitchell. He was a keen sportsman including football, cricket, swimming, athletics, and sailing. He was in his 2nd year studying Mechanical Engineering at Sydney University when he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force and began training as a Pilot. He undertook his training as part of the Empire Air Training Scheme in Canada and arrived in England in April 1943, to complete his training before being posted 467 (Australian) Squadron.


Lancaster ED532 took off from RAF Waddington, Lincolnshire heading for the target of the synthetic oil plant at Scholven-Buer near Gelsenkirchen, western Germany. The target was overcast making precision bombing difficult. Despite a diversionary raid, the night fighters struck the bomber stream and Lancaster ED532 was lost crashing near Sundern, Germany.


He was engaged to Pauline Brown at the time of his death.





Extract from Herington, J. (John) (406545) Air War Over Europe 1944-1945, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1963: 





Lancaster ED532 took off from RAF Waddington at 2302 hours on the night of 21/22nd June 1944 to bomb Gelsenkirchen, Germany. Bomb load 1 x 4000 lb (pound) (1,800 kg) and 14 x 500 lb (225 kg) bombs. Nothing was heard from the aircraft after take off and it did not return to base. Seventeen aircraft from the Squadron took part in the raid and two of these including ED 532 failed to return. Post war it was established that the aircraft was shot down by a night fighter and crashed at Sundern. 							       
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Photo of headstone & Reichswald Forest Cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Photo of Jack Mitchell taken from Ancestry -Mitchell/McCabe Family Tree compiled by Bronwyn Mitchell








