MAJOR CHAPLAIN ALBERT HENRY MITCHELL

Chaplain’s Department – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Albert Henry Mitchell was born on January 6, 1879 at Bonang, Victoria, the eldest son of 11 children born to James and Ellen (nee Newman) Mitchell.  He was educated at the State school, by Private Tuition and at Queens College, Methodist University and became a clergyman of the Methodist religion.

In 1903 he was a missionary at Buchan, Victoria.  He married Lillian Jessie Bennett in 1913 and the following year they were living at Trafalgar, Vic. where he was a clergyman.

Rev. Mitchell applied to enlist for service with the Chaplain’s Dept. and his Application for a Commission in the A.I.F. was completed.  Personal particulars from the form state that he was born on January 6 1889, that he was thirty-seven years of age and that he was married and living at Charlton, Vic.

Next-of-kin was his wife Lillian Jessie Mitchell of Rydell Manse, Barkley Street, Mornington, Vic.  His height was 181cms (5ft 11¼ins) and weighed 81.3kgs (179lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-102cms (38-40ins).  Eyesight tested as good.  His application was recommended by the District Commandant on September 15, 1916 and Captain Chaplain Mitchell was appointed to the A.I.F. ten days later.  

Attestation Forms were completed on October 14, 1916 which changed his wife’s address to 10 Horsburg Grove, Malvern, Vic.  His Commission was gazetted in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette at No. 144/16 as 4th Class Chaplain (Methodist).

His appointment was for the ‘voyage only’ as chaplain on the transport HMAT A27 Port Lincoln which departed from Melbourne on October 20, 1916.  It seems he may have been ill to disembark the ship on November 21, 1916 at Sierra Leone and when he recovered was taken on strength as Chaplain on HMAT A38 Ulysses on December 5, 1916 but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  On board the transport was 516 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies who had departed Melbourne on October 25.  The ship arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth to proceed to their training camp.

On January 19, 1917 Chaplain was admitted to the 6th Auxiliary Hospital with Influenza and then transferred to Cobham Hall on February 21 to recuperate.  Next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on February 7, 1917 that he had been hospitalised. 

His service continued as follows:



  6.3.17
Discharged from Hospital to Wareham



31.3.17
Posted to 16th Infantry Brigade for Temporary Chaplaincy Duty



  3.4.17
Marched out as Chaplain to 3rd Training Brigade at Larkhill camp

His appointment was changed to continuous service in the A.I.F. on July 23, 1917 with his ‘voyage only’ appointment cancelled.



2.12.17
Proceeded overseas from Southampton to France and posted to the 





Aust General Base Depot in Havre from the No. 2 Command Depot



  6.1.18
Posted to the 36th Aust. H.A. Brigade for duty



  7.6.18
Granted leave to the United Kingdom



21.6.18
Rejoined 30th Aust H.A. Brigade from leave

His name was listed in the Methodist Chaplains’ Roll of Honour unveiled in Melbourne, Vic as follows:


On September 18, 1918 the Chaplain proceeded to his appointment to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field and was attached for duty on September 27, 1918.  

After two years’ service as a Chaplain he was promoted on September 25, 1918 to Temporary 3rd Class Chaplain – Major - but without any increase in pay or allowance in accordance with A.I.F. order No. 677.

The Tunnelling Company organised a Football Competition and Sports Meeting on October 21, 1918 and within each of the company’s four sections had an organising committee each.  The Unit Dairy shows the executive committee was made up as follows:  

SECTION SPORTS COMMITTEES

President
Major E.N. Mulligan

Treasurer
2/Lieut F.G. Burns

Secretary
Major A.H. Mitchell Chaplain

After Armistice was declared, the Tunnelling Companies remained in the front as part of the Army of Occupation, assisting with the rehabilitation of roads and bridges in their district by defusing delayed-action mines and booby traps left by the enemy. 

On December 6, 1918 Major Mitchell was admitted to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station with Tonsillitis and transferred the next day to the 53rd C.C.S. then two days later moved to the 8th General Hospital.  On December 13 was diagnosed with D.A.H. (Dilated Action of Heart) and conveyed to England on the hospital ship Aberdonian and admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital.  He appeared before a medical board approving his return to Australia and later discharged from hospital on January 16, 1919.

Major Chaplain Mitchell embarked from Devonport on the H.T. Ceramic as the ship’s Chaplain on January 25, 1919 but was admitted to the ship’s hospital on January 30 suffering from Influenza.  On February 4 he disembarked as a patient at Port Said with Influenza to the 76th C.C.S.  He was discharged on February 13 from the C.C.S. and re-embarked on the transport Ascanius on February 21 from the Suez.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on April 3, 1919.

Cessation of his Appointment was recommended for May 11, 1919 and terminated on completion of his period of enlistment on that date.  Later that year he and his wife were residing at the Methodist Parsonage, Campbell’s Creek, Vic and a clergyman.

For serving his country Major Chaplain Albert Henry Mitchell, Chaplains’ Dept. / 2nd Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (57636) and the Victory Medal (56170).  He collected his War Medal on Anzac Day, 1922 at Kerang, Vic but the Victory Medal was not collected from the designated Barracks and returned to Base Records on May 10, 1923.  It was collected from the Counter at Base Records Office on October 15, 1923 and the clergyman’s address was 85 Victoria Street, Footscray.

A Statement of Service was requested from Base Records from the Repatriation Department on March 11, 1926.

In 1931 his parish was in Heidelberg and living at 117 Hawden Street and the following year was reported on the board of the Eltham Cottage Hospital.  In 1933 the following farewell was reported on leaving Eltham for Wangaratta, Vic.:


By 1937 the clergyman and his wife were in another Melbourne parish residing at 512 Sydney Road, Coburg, Vic. and in 1943 was the Minister to the Newport congregation while their home was at 487 Melbourne, Road, Newport, Vic.

Reverend Albert Henry Mitchell passed away on August 5, 1945 in Adelaide, S.A. aged 66 years.  Arrangements were announced as follows:

Administration of his Estate followed later that year and in 1946:


On April 30, 1956 his British War Medal was returned and taken on charge at Base Records.
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The Argus Monday May 27, 1918


CHAPLAINS’ HONOUR ROLL 





An Honour Roll containing the names of thirteen Methodist Chaplains on active service was unveiled at the Wesley Church yesterday by the Rev. A. McCallum.  The names were as follows: Revs. A. McCallum, A.P. Haden, F.T. Cleverden, T.C. Rentoul, T.T. Webb, A.H. Mitchell, F.G. Lewis, E. Nye, J.A. Gault, E.B. Bond, F.C. Bremer, V.R. Bradbury M.C., and H. Trigge (naval).





Captain S.M. Bruce M.C., M.H.R., in an address said that the chaplains he had seen and known on active service were as the salt of the earth to the soldier.  They showed spirit of Christian virility that was so much wanted these days. 									Article abridged.








Advertiser (Hurstbridge) Thursday April 13, 1933:





DEPARTING CLERICS FAREWELLED


REV AND MRS A.H. MIITCHELL LEAVE ELTHAM


This popular cleric and his wife were tendered a farewell social in the Methodist Church schoolroom on Thursday evening March 30.   The Rev. Mitchell has been transferred to Wangaratta.  Opportunity has also taken to bid adieu to Mr Bason the young probationer, who has been in temporary charge of Eltham district during the past few months, and whose ministrations have been appreciated.  





A splendid musical programme had been arranged, and the vocals and other items were enthusiastically received.  A novel contribution were the selections by the Eltham Mouth Organ Band.  Mr A Lowerson was in the chair, and filled this role capably.





Mr A. Bird, the church superintendent, made a presentation of a book and handsome bookstand to Mr Mitchell, and on behalf of the church officers and congregation extended the best wishes for the future to him and his good lady in their new sphere.  His remarks were seconded by Mr Cherrel.





Mr A. Smithers made a further presentation on behalf of the Boys Athletic Club of a handsome framed photograph of the club members, and expressed his appreciation of the gentlemen’s interest in the club’s affairs, also extending good wishes for both Mr and Mrs Mitchell’s future.  Mrs G. Bird on behalf of the Ladies Guild, presented Mrs Mitchell with an electric reading lamp; whilst Miss Matthews on behalf of the Girls Social Club (of which Mrs Mitchell was a prominent office bearer) presented her with a handsome tray.





Both Mr and Mrs Mitchell responded and were heartily applauded.





The function wound up shortly before midnight, when personal adieus were taken of by the popular clerics and Mrs Mitchell.





Rev Arthur, who hails from Bentleigh, succeeds Rev. Mitchell and he will preach his first sermon on Easter Sunday.  He will be officially welcomed at a later date.                                                                         Article abridged.








The Advertiser (Adelaide) Monday August 6, 1945;





FUNERAL NOTICES


MITCHELL—The Friends of the late Rev. Albert Henry Mitchell (late Methodist Senior Chaplain, Victoria and formerly of Newport and Coburg), are respectfully informed that his funeral will leave our private chapel 90 Anzac Highway, Everard Park on Monday at 3.50 p.m. for the Crematorium West terrace.


TURNER MOTOR FUNERALS


Chapel & Offices


90 Anzac Highway, Everard Park





MEMBERS OF THE S.A. METHODIST CONFERENCE are informed that the funeral of the late Rev. Albert Henry Mitchell of Victorian and Tasmanian Conference; will leave the private chapel of Turner Motor Funerals, 90 Anzac Highway, Everard Park, today (Monday) after a brief service commencing at 3.40 p.m. for the Crematorium West Terrace, arriving at 4 p.m.  E.T. Pryor, Acting-Secretary.








The Argus Monday November 19, 1945


LAW NOTICES


ALBERT HENRY MITCHELL—Formerly of 21 Manning Road, East Malvern, Victoria.  But late of 52 Oval Avenue, Woodville, South Australia, Minister of Religion, Deceased.  After 14 clear days Mansley Shackell (in the deceased’s Will incorrectly spelt Shakell) formerly of 28 Manning Road but now of 25 Karma Avenue, East Malvern, chartered accountant, the executor appointed by deceased’s Will dated 29 day of May, 1945, will APPLY to the Supreme Court of Victoria for a grant of PROBATE of the said Will.  


VOWELL & a’BECKETT, Solicitors, 140 Queen Street, Melbourne.


 


The Argus Tuesday March 19, 1946:


NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS—Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1928, creditors, next-of-kin and all other persons having CLAIMS in respect of the estate of the deceased person named below are required to SEND PARTICULARS to the legal personal representative, at the address stated, on or before the date stated, after which date the representative will distribute the assets, having regard only to the claims of which notice has then been received:


   ALBERT HENRY MITCHELL, formerly of 21 Manning Road, East Malvern, but late of 52 Oval-avenue, Woodville, South Australia, minister of religion, deceased, died 5th August 1945.


Claims to the executor, Mansley Shackell of 2 Karma Avenue, East Malvern, care of Read and Read, Solicitors, Temple Court, 422-8 Collins Street, Melbourne by 25th May 1946.











