SAPPER FREDERICK WILLIAM MINNS

763 – Mining Corps

Thames, New Zealand was the birthplace of Frederick William Minns in 1877 the son of Edward and Mary Anne (nee McBeath) Minns.  He came to Australia.

He married at Broken Hill, New South Wales to Betsey Lavinia Leith with their marriage announced in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Adelaide, S.A. on November 3, 1915 the thirty-seven year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed which reveal he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a chest measurement of 85-89cms (33½-35ins).  Complexion was fair with his blue eyes testing to good vision and had brown hair and distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his daughter Miss Lavinia Florence Minns of Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide, S.A. and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and child born in 1901.  He was sworn in the same day.

Assigned to the recruits for the Mining Corps, basic training commenced with the 2nd Depot Battalion.  He was transferred to their camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW as the recruits from each state came together to form the whole corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 763 and assigned to the No. 2 Company.

Military Discipline was issued for the following:




Offence:
17/1/16 Casula Drunk on duty






Causing a disturbance while on guard




Award:

Fined 10/- to do extra duty   by C.O.  Major Fewtrell

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  Sapper Minns did not embark with the Corps.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

While in camp further discipline was issued:




Offence:
Blackboy Hill 23/3/16 AWL 10 days




Award:

10 days detention ordered by Capt. V.B. West

Finally departing Fremantle for France on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the following application was completed on April 4, 1916 by the soldier:


CAMP COMMANDANT



Blackboy Hill Camp

I beg to request that my discharge be granted in Western Australia, I clearly understand that the Defence Department will not at any future time be responsible for my fare to my district of enlistment.









(Sgd) F.W. Minns    4/4/16

Military Discharge was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th Military District) on April 4, 1916.

About five weeks later the following occurred while in Kalgoorlie, W.A. and reported in the:

Later that year he was registered at Boulder, W.A.  

He was admitted as a patient to Wooroloo Sanatorium with Tuberculosis.

Frederick William Minns died on January 10, 1921 aged 43 years of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and Peritonitis.  Burial took place in the public cemetery, Wooroloo, W.A. on January 12, 1921.

As Sapper Minns did not serve his country overseas he was ineligible for War Service Medals.

He was separated from his wife and Betsey died in 1956.  Their daughter Lavinia passed away in 2002.

His grave is unmarked in Wooroloo Cemetery.
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Footnote:

WOOROLOO SANATORIUM

In the Darling Ranges of Western Australia the State Government set up in response to curbing infectious diseases such as diphtheria, typhoid and tuberculosis a Sanatorium at Wooroloo which opened in May, 1915.  All 74 patients from the Coolgardie Sanatorium were transferred by train to the new facility and it was then closed.

The site, on Linley Valley Road, Wooroloo was chosen because of the beauty of the countryside and an elevated position which enhanced the emphasis placed on the use of sunlight and fresh eucalypti-laden air required for curative care.  Three successive tiers one above the other formed a half circle on the western slope of a forest clad hill containing thirty-six buildings built between 1914 and 1917.  First row was near the valley and housed reception and for primary patients.  Second tier held wards for those in whom the disease held greater activity and the third tier was for advanced and terminally ill patients.  A magnificent panorama was obtained from all wards.

Electricity was provided on the grounds by an 11 horsepower generator for lighting and refrigeration and a large disinfector controlled the spread of infection at the hospital laundry.  The facility had to be self-sufficient with its own kitchen, bakery and dining room and an operating theatre and laboratory.  It also had a billiard room, small library and school for young children. 

The cemetery is the only one in Western Australia established to serve a hospital and contains many nationalities and includes many soldiers from World War I who were sent to the Sanatorium for treatment.  The cemetery is located midway between the Sanatorium and the Wooroloo township.

Barrier Miner Wednesday July 12, 1899:


MARRIAGE


MINNS-LEITH, July 10, at the Primitive Methodist Manse, Beryl-st, Broken Hill by the Rev John Goodwin, Frederick William, youngest son of Mr Edward Minns, Thames, New Zealand to Lavinia, fifth daughter of Mr George Leith, of Broken Hill.  (New Zealand papers please copy).








Kalgoorlie Argus Tuesday May 23, 1916:


Alleged Robbery:  Two men, Frederick William Minns and John Holt, who were arrested on Saturday on a charge of stealing the sum of £10 with actual violence from Frederick Knight, were brought before Mr T.L. Bradley, J.P., at the Boulder Police Court yesterday morning and remanded in custody.  The case will be probably be heard on Friday.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday June 22, 1916:


Kalgoorlie Circuit Court—The quarterly Circuit Court at Kalgoorlie was opened yesterday before Mr Justice Rooth.  John Hold and Frederick William Minns were tried before a jury on a charge of stealing at Boulder two £5 notes and a purse and a pair of spectacles from the person of Frederick Knight a groom employed of the associated mine.  Both were acquitted.  








His grave is unmarked in Wooroloo Cemetery, in the Shire of Mundaring, W.A.  


a lovely little bush cemetery alongside what used to be the Wooroloo Leprosy and TB Hospital.
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