SAPPER GEORGE ALEXANDER MILLS

1080 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Malvern, Victoria was the birthplace of George Alexander Mills on September 27, 1872 the son of John and Mary (nee Doney) Mills.  He followed the gold rush to Western Australia where at Cue in 1903 he married, aged thirty-one, to Ruth Lyon.  In 1906 he was a carpenter residing at Townsend Street, Day Dawn and in 1913 was registered working at Sandstone, W.A. with the same occupation.
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At the recruiting depot in Sandstone on September 3, 1915 the forty-one year old carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins).  Complexion was fair with greenish eyes and black hair.  

Distinctive marks were small scars on the anterior aspect of both shins and a wart on the outer side of his left thigh.  Religious faith was Methodist.  

Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Ruth Mills of Sandstone and later 422 Coade Street, Bayswater.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ at Blackboy Hill camp on September 15, 1915.

Basic training commenced as a Private with the 29th Depot Battalion from September 15 until moved to C Company 3rd Depot Battalion on November 8 and allotted to the 13th Reinforcements to the 11th Battalion from November 9.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Mills was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps on December 3rd.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:
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On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Mills was assigned the regimental number 1080 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On April 11, 1916 his niece Irene Mills of ‘Demmill’, Burwood Road, Burwood wrote to Base Records that her Uncle went away with the Miners’ Corps and the last she heard was the boat went aground and he was back in Blackboy Hill camp again.  Her little sister had made a scarf and she had made a pair of socks and did not know whether he had gone from Western Australia yet.  She asked if they could let them know if he has left yet, and if he had, could they tell her where to send parcels to him.  Base Records replied on April 13 with his address for correspondence. 

In France, four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on December 18, 1916.

His son was awarded a High School Scholarship with details reported in the:
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Sapper Mills’ service was without incident and was issued for serving two years abroad three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform on February 20, 1918.  In an audit of the company he was recorded on April 26, 1918 to be serving with his unit and was there when Peace was declared.  

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

On January 27, 1919 orders were received to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot marching in on February 1.  The men embarked for England on February 3 crossing the English Channel then on to the Overseas Training Brigade at the No. 1 Command Depot in Sutton Veny the next day.  On February 5, 1919 he appeared before the Medical Board and was found to have no disability and was dentally and medically fit for general service.

After demobilisation Sapper Mills embarked from Portland, England on March 3, 1919 on board H.T. Euripides for Australia.  Base Records advised his wife on March 15, 1919 that he was on his way home. 

On April 14, 1919 Mrs Mills wrote to Base Records to notify them that her address had altered to Moore Street, Bunbury and Records acknowledged its receipt by printed card.

The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on April 19, 1919.  News of the arrival and quarantine was printed in: 

At the No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle on April 19, 1919 Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board and essential facts taken were:


No wounds or injury.  No illness.  Present condition - good.  He signed in agreement and all other tests were normal.  Discharge was recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on June 3, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Sapper 1080 George Alexander Mills, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8170) and the Victory Medal (8135).

Their address was still Moore Street, Bunbury in 1922 with his occupation as a carpenter.  He was working at the Mornington Mills in the Forrest district in 1925 and by 1931 was at Wharf Street, Cannington with the same occupation.  By 1943 he was at the Quinninup Mill at Forrest.

Ruth Mills died aged 65 years on August 4, 1944.  Family announcements were published in the:


In 1949 he was residing at Queen’s Park Road, Cannington with carpenter as his occupation.

George Alexander Mills, late of Claremont, W.A. died on July 2, 1951 aged 78 years.  Family arrangements were published in the: 

Their grave is located in the Wesleyan portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section GC in gravesite no. 256.
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Mills Family circa 1915 or 1916
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Mills Family at


Swan Brewery, West Perth circa 1930
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Mills Grave in Karrakatta Cemetery, W.A.
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The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….G.A. Mills		


Article abridged








South Western Times Thursday January 10, 1918:


THOMSON’S BROOK TALK


All the residents are more than delighted with the success of a local scholar, young George Mills, the son of Sapper G.A. Mills, late of Sandstone and now at the front with the Miners’ Battalion.  Mrs Mills is now in residence here, and Master George completed his preparation for examination in the Donnybrook school.  He gained the district scholarship entitling him to three years’ free education in the Bunbury High School, with an allowance of £30 per annum.  Much of the credit of George’s success must go to Mr McCarly, the headmaster at Donnybrook, who was originally at Sandstone, and had the boy under him there.  When both arrived in Donnybrook, the one proceeded to “finish” the other off, and made so good a job of the finishing that the former may be truthfully written of the scholar.








The West Australian Saturday April 12, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


TRANSPORT MOVEMENTS


The Navy Department at Fremantle announces:


The Euripides troops are quarantined at Woodman’s Point for at least seven days as from Thursday last.








West Australian Saturday August 5, 1944:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MILLS.—The Friends of Mr G.A. Mills of Wharf-street, Cannington, are respectfully informed that the remains of his late dearly beloved wife, Ruth, will be interred in the Wesleyan Cemetery, Karrakatta, NEXT MONDAY AFTERNOON at 2 o’clock.  The Funeral will leave our Private Chapel, 355 Hay-street, Subiaco at 1.45 o’clock.


PROSSER, SCOTT and CO. LTD


SUBIACO








West Australian Wednesday August 9, 1944:


DEATHS


MILLS (Ruth), passed away on August 4, 1944; fond sister of Joe Lyon (Donnybrook).





MILLS (Ruth), passed away on August 4, 1944, loving sister of Amy Gardiner and family, of Brookhampton. 








West Australian Thursday July 5, 1951:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MILLS: The Friends of the late Mr George Alexander Mills, of Walpole-avenue, St James’ Park, husband of the late Ruth Mills, are respectfully informed that his remains were PRIVATELY interred in the Wesleyan portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery on July 4, 1951.


PROSSER, SCOTT AND CO PTY LTD


SUBIACO











